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President Foreword

It gives me great pleasure to learn that the College is going to publish
the Academic Journal — Pragya, Vol 5. This volume is especially
dedicated to the Father of our Nation, Mahatma Gandhi. This volume
is our homage to his 150th birth anniversary. Also this journal is a
tribute to Swami Vivekananda. Writings in this journal focus on
multiple aspects of his work and ideals and I am we shall all be
enriched by them.

I thank the contributors, particularly those who are outside the
College. The Governing Body of the College always appreciates and
encourages such academic endeavours. I take this opportunity to
convey my heartfelt thanks to all the teachers and publication staff
who never lost sight of their task even in this pandemic situation and
I congratulate them. Their sincere effort and dedication made this
journal possible amidst all difficulties.

My best wishes are always with this College.

Asok Chaudhuri
President, Governing Body



Principal’s Message

Assimilation of knowledge is a process which builds up the linkages between the
organisation’s strategy and governance, the social, environmental and economic
context within which it operates. The aim of this publication is originally meant
to be an eclectic journal that would range beyond the rigid parameters of a single
discipline and stretch to other areas associated with different fields.

Pragyais our academicjournal which gotitsISSN in 2015 and from 2017 the journal
was published with peer reviewed articles and research papers of academicians
and scholars from across the country. This journal is a multi disciplinary venture
covering different fields like language, literature, social studies, management
studies, environment, gender studies and contemporary issues of the society.

I am happy to note that this 5th volume is a special edition on Mahatma Gandhi,
on completion of his 150 birth anniversary and also Swami Vivekananda. This
journal is our tribute to Gandhi whose ideals continue to inspire till now, even
more in this pandemic situation.

I express my heartfelt gratitude to all the learned academicians who have
contributed their valuable papers for publication in this volume. I thank the
distinguished members who have given their kind consent to act as our advisory
and peer reviewed members in the editorial board. Their expertise nad knowledge
have added value to our journal. I also thank my colleagues and specially the
entire publication committee of my College who have devoted their valuable
time for the upgrade in the standard of Pragya. Finally, I tender my heartiest
greetings to all the related persons and readers who have immensely supported
and cooperated to make this publication a success.

With Best Wishes

Dr. Subir Kumar Dutta
Principal

Khudiram Bose Central College



From Editor’s Desk

It gives me an immense pleasure that the fifth volume of Pragya is being published in this pandemic
situation where we all are fighting for our survival from this corona disease since 2020 and on the
other hand we all academicians are also wandering how to sustain our academics in this crisis
moment. Pragya is the Academic Journal of our college which received its ISSN in 2015 and since
then the effort of the publication team of this college has been to bring out the writings of the
researchers and academicians across the country from multidisciplinary areas under this venture.
The fifth volume which was aimed to publish in 2020 was unable to see the light due to the global
pandemic positions that the world has witnessed. This volume is a special issue as the first part of
the volume is dedicated to our Father of the Nation, Mahatma Gandhi to commemorate his 150th
Birth anniversary and also few writing are dedicated all Swami Vivekananda and the other part
of the journal has been research articles and writings contributed by the scholars, teachers and
librarians from different fields in and outside our state which has truly made the issue more valuable
and insightful.

I sincerely thanks to our esteemed advisory members and peer review members for their support
and kind consent to be with us in publishing this journal. I owe my respectful gratitude to the College
Governing Body embers , specially Sri Asok Chaudhuri, President and Dr Subir Kumar Dutta ,
Principal who have given their support and advises during the entire journey of this publication. I
gladly acknowledge the spirit and encouragement shown by my entire teaching and non-teaching
staff of this college in publishing Pragya. I tender my heartiest thank to all the paper contributors
for their immense valuable and resourceful articles and write-ups which is the strength and pillar of
Pragya. I am truly grateful to all my members of Managing and Assistant Managing Committee who
have tirelessly worked specially in this time of crisis in making this academic endeavour a success.
Finally, I on behalf of my publication committee sincerely thanks to Rohini Nandan, our printer for
providing with new designs and ideas which has made our journal so special . I really apologize if
I forget to mention any one who is directly and indirectly related with this venture. I hope that this
volume would encourage new thoughts and ideas and open new areas of research and articles in
the upcoming issues. The publication team would be happy to receive any suggestions and feedback
related to this volume at : publications.khudirambose@gmail.com.

Dr Shilpa Nandy

Assistant Professor

Department of Political Science

& Convenor, Publication Committee
Khudiram Bose Central College.
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Contextualising Gandhi

Mahatma Gandhi popularly known as Bapu or
Father of the Nation is tallest among the leaders
of the world of the 20" century ever produced.
He is remembered all over the world for his love
of peace, non-violence, truth, honesty, pristine
purity, compassion and his success in using
these instruments to bring together the entire
population and helping the country to attain
independence from the colonial power and
show the new way to the world. Gandhi was a
creative man and responding to the challenges
of his time and setting example for present and
future generations. Albert Einstein, the great
scientist rightly said that “Generations to come
will scare believe that such a one as this everin
flesh and blood walked upon this earth” .

Louis Fischer points out, the year in which
Gandhi was born 1869, was also the year in
which the “ Suez canal was opened, Thomas
A. Edison patented his first invention, France
celebrated the hundred anniversary of the birth

Dr. Anil Dutta Mishra

Professor and renowned Gandhian scholar and
writer, Ex — General Secretary of Indian Society
of Gandhian Studies & Treasurer, IIPA, Delhi
Regional Branch and Hony. Senior Vice President,
Sulabh International Social Service Organization,
New Delhi.

of Napoleon Bonaparte, and Charles W. Eliot
became president of Harvard University. Karl
Marx had just published Das Capital, Bismark
was about to launch the Franco- Prussia war”,
and Victoria ruled over England and India.

Step by step, Gandhi reached at the pinnacle of
existence, where no one has reached before. In
fact, Gandhi, who motivated millions of people
during his life time, continues to inspiring
people around the globe.

Gandhi changed the course of history and
created history. He was a man of principles,
great convictions and always practiced what he
preached. There was no dichotomy between
theory and practice and between public and
private life. He left an everlasting impact on
the world at large because he always spoke and
understood the language of the masses, socially
deprived and downtrodden. Even after sixty-
eight years of his death Gandhi continues to
attract the attention of scholars, social activists,

Khudiram Bose Central College » 15
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media, policy makers and dreamers not only in
India but throughout globe.

Present world is passing through a critical phase
of humanhistory andisinsearchofanalternative.
Liberalisation, privatisation and globalisation
are not only reshaping the economy of the people
and nation but fundamentally reshaping culture,
ideology, attitude and life style of the people
across the world. Everywhere one can see the
fundamental change. Small is being replaced by
mega. Invisible became visible. There is a mad
race for materialistic development resulting in
alienation of people from society and nature
and resorting to violence of different type.
Everywhere structural violence has increased.
Service and need is replaced by greed. Ethics and
honesty is no longer pivotal in public life. There
is crisis after crises, corruption after corruption
and ultimately people are sufferer. Marxism
provided an alternative to Capitalism. Due to
inherent contradiction Marxian experiments
failed. Liberalism and neo-liberalism are also not
able to solve the human miseries. People hope
lies in Gandhism which provide an alternative.

The Gandhian principles are capable of mitigate
the greatest challenge of the modern age. The
most urgent need of today is the abolition
of human suffering. Gandhi’s philosophy
becomes pertinent in the present world due
to the complexity of human behaviour. His
philosophy, laying stress on the goodness of
human nature, unity of mankind, service of
man, application of moral principles considered
valid for individuals to group life and inter-state
relations, the non-violent process of change,
social and economic equality, economic and
political decentralization, tries to resolve the
various kinds of tensions that disturb domestic
and international harmony. It is capable of
strengthening the forces of love, creativeness
and joy of life and beauty. It takes an integrated
view of man and emphasizes his spiritual nature.
Gandhi provides an answer and an alternative,
which is above all, a ray of hope, a vision for
future and a blue print for individual, state and
society. The interpretations of Gandhian thought
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and perspective needs to be reiterated again and
again till the masses learn to adopt and practice
it in their thought and deed.

Gandhi provides solution to the contemporary
dilemmas and conflicts arising out due to
failure of developmental paradigms and failure
of leadership. Even the welfare state is not
responding as it was expected. The tragedy of
modern India is that the important aspects of
the Gandhian philosophy are not given serious
attention. The ruling elite never realized that
Gandhi was much ahead of time. The quest of
humanity for social justice and sustainability
will remain a dream until and unless humanity
realizes what Gandhi meant when he said,
that economics is untrue which ignores and
disregards moral values. Gandhi in his various
speeches and in his articles written throughout
the freedom struggle spoke highly of democratic
decentralization and rural development. In the
227 July, 1946 issue of Harijan, Gandhi stated
that “‘Independence must begin at the bottom’.
He said, “the swaraj of my dreams is the poor
man’s swaraj. The necessaries of life should be
enjoyed by you in common with those enjoyed
by the princes and the moneyed men. But that
doesnotmean that youshould have palaceslike
theirs. They are not necessary for happiness.
You or I would be lost in them. But you ought
to get all the ordinary amenities of life that a
rich man enjoys. I have not the slighest dought
that swaraj is not Poorn Swaraj until these
amenities are guaranted to you under it”.

Gandhi is simple everything else is complex.
He is an author, thinker, philosopher, though
not in modern sense but beyond that. His
writings, running into hundred  volumes,
known as Collected Works of Mahatma Gandhi,
contain a wide range of views on different
issues concerning humanity , spirituality and
cosmology.

Like Fakir he led a simple life and committed
to moral and political values. His life is symbol
of pristine purity and based on highest order
of transparency. He was experimenting with
Truths. In fact his relentless experiment after
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experiment with truths and changing contexts
may not have lent his writings a propositional
form. However it contains deep philosophical
proposition containing all aspects including
man, nature and spirituality. Works on Mahatma
Gandhi are both voluminous and diverse. More
than 450 biographies are written by well known
authors including Nobel laureates and in almost
all the languages of the world.

There are works on him which present him
from different perspectives such as Marxism,
Liberalism, Feminism , Subaltern, Dalit or
Human Rights.

There is a need to provide a platform and forum
where different interpretations of Gandhi can
be brought together in debate, thereby elevating
the understanding of Gandhi. One must come
out from the cocoon of caste, class, gender,
regions, ideology and religion. There is no need
of garlanding of Gandhi rather need of the hour
is to follow the basic tenants of Gandhi that
is love, compassion, honesty, self esteem and
integrity. One must go beyond the comparative,
expository, and even dialogical axes, to bring to
centre stage the idea of debate.

Differences are the pre- requisite to a debate,
and a living debate involves intellectual activity.
Truth is not seen as given but has to be arrived
at through arguments and counter arguments.

A.L. Basham , “Traditional Influences on The
Thought of Mahatma Gandhi”, in Ravindra
Kumar [Ed], Essays on Gandhian Politics:
The Rowlatt Satyagraha of 1919, Oxford: 1971
suggests that many concepts in Gandhi’s
thought are derived from ‘Indian tradition” and
were absorbed by him during his childhood and
youth. The contact with the west only brought
to fruition these already existing traditional
aspects.

It can be seen as seriously contesting attempts
like that of Richard Lannoy, who, while ignoring
Gandhi’s childhood attempts to locate the main
influences on him in his adulthood and that too
during his life outside India. He recognises no
resonances of the past, as in his view Gandhi is a
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relentless explorer of immediacy’; the terrifying
thing about him is the ‘dimensionless now
which he inhabits’.

In situating the influences on Gandhi outside
the fold of colonial knowledge systems and
influences, it thwarts those attempts. In fact
Gandhi took the pearls of wisdom from every
source which enlightened his thought and
action. Gandhi was by product of global culture.
He beautifully assimilated ancient wisdom in
modern context.

Partha Chatterjee- the correct perspective for
understanding the Gandhian ideology as a
whole would be to study it in relation to the
historical development of elite- nationalist
thought in India. Shiv Visvanathan maintains
that Gandhi’s critique of modern science cannot
be taken literally, as there are some crucial points
where his views converge with modern science.
Instead of taking Gandhi’s view on modern
science at face value, he, while alluding to the
resources from the life of Gandhi.

We must carefully reads the following postures
in Gandhi: though he was a ‘nationalist’, he
‘fought the nation- state’; though an ‘anti-
colonialist’ he wished to redeem the British; a
Hindu who happily by- passes the shastras; a
congress leader who wanted to preside over the
dismantling of the Indian national Congress.
Gandhi did not deny the Nehru in him; he only
wanted Nehru and his modernists to recognize
the voice of Gandhi’s India. Akeel Bilgrami
argues that Gandhi repudiates this entire
tradition, though without necessarily relapsing
into social solipsism.

Gandhi was a thinker and as a phenomenon
need to be understood and analysed. He was
travelling from one truth to another truth and
experimenting on it. He believes that there is
no finality in truth. Mahatma Gandhi was a
creative man, concurrently writing history for
himself and rest of the world to follow. Being a
constructive activist throughout his life, he was
continuously experimenting with his ideas and
actionsin the face of ever evolving contemporary
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challenges. He experimented with truth in
plurality rather than in singularity. His concept
of truth was not a static phenomenon. It varied
in perspectives, person to person, and hence
became a relative concept. He was most simple
in thought process but adduced the complexities
of thinking in a unique way by combining theory
with practice, words with deed and nonviolence
with action. He was greatly admired both in
India and abroad but this did not leave him
from being misunderstood by his own people
and colleagues. Gandhi became global necessity
but perhaps increasingly less followed in India
including in the Gandhian Institutions and the
Institutions established by Gandhi himself or in
his name.

Through his creativity Gandhi became a great
man in diverse sense and in many ways. It is
difficult tounderstand a great person. Bhavbhuti,
a great scholar of Sanskrit, rightly said ‘who
indeed can claim to know and understand the
mind of the great?’ This is true in case of Gandhi.

Gandhi was a man of public. His approach
was humane. He inspired masses and masses
inspired him. Being a leader, he used to write
and reply the letters every day. These letters are
treasure of information and functions like a light
house in the journey of thought in the ocean of
knowledge. There is a lot of misconception about
Gandhi. Neither his political mentor[Guru]
Gopal Krishna Gokhle, nor his political heir,
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru could fully understand
him. Gandhi’s adherence to truth and pristine
purity demonstrated by his own conduct is
perhaps the most transparent way, may seem
brahamanical to many. But apparently in
this way, the supposedly brahamanical way
led Gandhi to record every event of his life
truthfully and honestly, that forms the single
major source of knowledge about him. Hence, it
is hardly surprising when Gandhi interacts with
his followers, opponents, critics, fence sitters
and detractors with equal ease.

Gandhi’s relationship with whosoever came
in contact with him was simple, honest and
free from psychological and sociological
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encumbrances. He was at as much ease with
the Viceroy as with other grassroots level party
worker. He was as considerate to Brij Kishore
Shukla, who invited him to Champaran in Bihar,
as was he towards Albert Einstein or Romain
Rolland, his great personal friends. There was
something unique in him that enabled him
to interact as confidently with Lord Irwin, as
with Madeline Slade[Mira Behn] or Sarojini
Naidu. However, in the pre independence era,
his interaction with women was still a matter
of great curiosity and enigma if not an outright
stigma.

Gandhi was doing something fundamentally
originalanduniquefor aspiring women.Gandhi’s
relationship with women is well-known, but
highly controversial and misunderstood due to
various reasons. Lack of proper understanding
of Gandhi and lack of knowledge of Indian
culture and traditions were the main reasons for
such misconception. Gandhi’s understanding
of women was based on Indian tradition of
spirituality and concomitant four purusharthas-
Dharma, Artha, Kama and Moksha. Such an
understanding indeed formed the world view
of Gandhi. If one misses this vantage point
of Gandhi, one might end up trivializing his
strong sense of gender equality and holding him
responsible for his undue attraction towards
women. In fact everything was open and
transparent in Gandhi’s life, and anybody could
have ever put it to public scrutiny. In this sense
Gandhi epitomises finer values of truth, dignity
and integrity in public and private life. Gandhi’s
extraordinary experiment of celibacy and non
coercion towards women was misconstrued as
his degeneration by both his mistaken friends
and foes. However, it might be inconvenient to
those women Gandhi shared his bed with. But
hardly there is any evidence of such women
ever raising any doubts on his intention. In
fact the answer is simple and straight-Gandhi’s
relationship with women can be explained as
one based on spiritual or platonic love where
physical attraction and sex are not even a remote
reference. Therefore, Gandhi’s relationship with
women can be easily understood by keeping the
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Indian tradition in mind.

In fact Hind Swaraj is the Gandhian bible, it is
the sacred book the Father of the Nation gave
to country, truly the Gita of the nationalist
era. Through Hind Swaraj Gandhi wanted to
establish self esteem of individual and moral
regeneration of India. In other words Gandhi
through Hind Swaraj wanted to transform (a)
India as a nation and polity and (b) Indians.
Hind Swaraj is a source book for evaluation of
India and Indians. It is a manual of action for
people. Hind Swaraj is a critique of excessiveness
of materialistic western society. It is a pointer to
down side of modern civilizationi.e. colonialism,
neo-colonialism, violence, alienation etc. It is
also a pointer to Political democracy because
political democracy without social democracy is
not a democracy at all. Criticism on Railways,
Lawyer and doctors must be seen as down
side of colonialism and neo-colonialism. Hind
Swaraj provides an alternative how a oppressed
class can fight. It provides a way to fight against
oppression, injustice, extremism, violence etc.
It also provide alternative to individual, society
and state. One can honestly say that Indians love
to talk about Hind Swaraj but not understood it
properly nor transformed its idea or philosophy
on ground. It is a source book for evaluation of
India and Indians in the post independent India.

Among the tributes received in New Delhi within
hours of Mahatma Gandh'’s assassination on 30
January 1948 was one from Sarojini Naidu who
said: “May the soul of my master, my leader,
my father, rest not in peace. Not in peace my
father do not rest. Keep us to our pledge. Give
us strength to fulfill our promises to our heirs,
your descendants, guardians of your dreams,
fulfillers of India’s destiny.”

The force of her words reminds us that we
should not rest till we are able to internalize
in ourselves the twin principles of Truth and
Nonviolence in our thought and action. We
should be optimistic and hope that we would be
able to overcome the present crises facing the
world.
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According to Gandhi, real democracy should
have meaning not for a few but for all including
the poorest and even for the maimed, the blind,
and the deaf. He did not believe in mere lip
sympathy for the ideal which comes so easily
to most present day politicians and leaders.
The entire social order should be such that
this ideal should be achieved in practice. A
genuine democracy calls for a higher degree of
seriousness of purpose and a sense of urgency.
Gandhi realized that once people are awakened,
they would become a revolutionary force. Their
minimum expectations would have to be
satisfied, otherwise they would explode. This
explosion could take many unpleasant and ugly
forms.

Of course, in order to come out of the present
malaise and dilemma, the only remedy lies is
in adopting Gandhian path to resolve conflicts.
Arnold Toynbee has rightly observed: “At this
supremely dangerous moment in human
history, the only way of salvation for mankind
is the Indian way Emperor Ashok’s and
Mahatma Gandhi’s principles of non-
violence and Sri Ramakrishna’s testimony to
the harmony of religions. Here we have an
attitude and spirit that can make it possible for
the human race to grow together into a single
family and in the Atomic Age this is the only
alternative to destroying ourselves.”

Indians by and large, are “low arousal”
people. They tolerate injustice and unfairness
with feudalistic ~ servility = and  fatalistic
resignation. On 15 August 1947 India achieved
Independence. But Gandhi was not present in
New Delhi. At that time, he was working among
the poor people of Bengal. The reason for his
absence was simple. He had two dreams in his
life. The first dream was liberation of India from
the British rule, while the second was liberation
of Indians from oppression and injustice, from
inequity and inequality, from discord and
disharmony. To quote his own words: “I shall
work for an India in which the poorest shall
feel that it is their country in whose making
they have an effective voice, an India in which
there should be no rich class and no poor
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class of people, and an India in which all
communities shall live in perfect harmony.
This is the India of my dream.”

His first dream was fulfilled but the second was
not. According to the Mahatma, the true time
for celebration would be when the second dream
is fulfilled. Gandhi was a leader of his people,
unsupported by any authority; a politician
whose success rested, not upon craft or guile,
but simply upon the moral grandeur of his
soul; a fighter who pushed back the mightiest
empire on earth without the use of force; a spirit
of profound wisdom and captivating humility,
armed with only an iron will and inflexible
resolve; and a frail man who confronted the
brutality of military strength with the dignity
of a simple human being. To the Mahatma,
Truth was God and non-violence was religion.
At his memorable trial for sedition in 1922,, he
said: “Non-violence is the first article of my
faith. It is also, the last article of my creed.
In non-violence bravery consists of dying,
not in killing” His compassion and humanity
were as boundless as the universe. “Gather
together,” he said, “under one banner all men
from all religions and races of India and infuse
into them the spirit of solidarity and oneness
to the wutter exclusion of all communal
and parochial sentiments.” And again: “My
Hinduism is not secularism. It includes all
that I know to the best of Islam, Christianity,
Buddhism, and Zoroastrianism. Truth is my
religion and Ahimsa (the principle of
nonviolence) is the only way of its
realization.” Gandhi held the view that the life
of a good citizen was the life of Karma action in
the service of the country. “My writings should
be cremated with my body, “ he said. “What I
have done will endure, not what I have said
or written.”

The hatred and fanaticism which consumed the
body of the Mahatma did not touch his great
soul. Indian systems and ideologies may be
relevant at one time and irrelevant at others.
But teaching of this great and benign lamp of
wisdom and humanity are for endless time.
He gave us the priceless gift of self-respect

ISSN: 2454-5279

and the sense of dignity as a nation. The last
interview which the Mahatma gave was in the
early afternoon of 30 January 1948 to Margaret
Bourke an American from the Life Magazine.
She asked him whether he would persist in his
theory of nonviolence in the event of a nuclear
attack on a city. The Mahatma’s reply was
that if the defenseless citizens died in a spirit of
nonviolence, their sacrifice would not go in vain.
They might well pray for the soul of the
pilot who thoughtlessly sprayed death on the
city. This was his last message of compassion to
mankind. He completely identified himself with
the Indian masses. He observed: “We must first
come in living touch with them by working
with them and in their midst, we must share
their sorrows, understand their difficulties
and anticipate their wants. With the pariahs we
must be pariahs and see how we feel to clean
the closets of the upper classes and have the
remains of theirs to be thrown at us. We must
see how we like being in the boxes, miscalled
houses, of the labourers of Bombay. We must
identify with the villagers who toil under the
hot sun beating on their bent back and see how
we would like to drink water from the pool in
which the villagers bathe, wash their clothes
and pots, and in which their cattle drink and
roll. Then and not till then shall we .truly
represent the masses and they will, as surely as
I am writing this, respond to every call.”

The Indian masses responded to the
Mahatma'’s call in a spirit of total surrender. He
said to them that “real Swaraj will come not
by the acquisition of authority by a few but by
the acquisition of the capacity by all to resist
authority when it is abused.” He repeatedly
used to mention that through realization of
freedom for India, we would try to carry on and
fulfill the mission of the universal brotherhood.
He was really involved in achieving the broadest
good of humanity at large.

Gandhi shows the way to harmonize the values
of artha and moksha, secularism and spirituality,
power and justice. Purusharthas, as interpreted
by Gandhi, provide a set of values and ideals
within which public discourse in India can
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(and should) be conducted. He presents a
balanced view of life. Wealth, power, pleasure,
aesthetic beauty, ethical integrity and freedom
of the spirit, the purusharthas, are goals that all
Indians seek. Gandhi explains how and why
that seeking should be the basis of modern
India’s public philosophy.'

The concept of purushartha has three related
meanings. First, it means any human striving,
secondly, it refers to human striving directed
towards overcoming fate and karma. And
thirdly, it refers to any one of the four canonically
recognized aims of life, viz.,, dharma (ethics
and religion), artha (wealth and power), karma
(pleasure) and moksha (liberation from samsara,
the cycle of birth, death and rebirth.?

Gandhi himself beautifully sum up, he alone
is religious, he alone is happy and he alone is
wealthy, who is sincere in himself, bears no
malice, exploits no one and always acts with a
pure mind. Such men alone can serve mankind.

The moral authority of most of the politicians
has almost disappeared, since they are
seen as opportunists, in league with criminals
and crooked businessmen. It is, therefore, not
possible for politicians to impose discipline
in a society which sees them as examples of
indiscipline. The common man is alarmed
at the moral sickness that is enveloping the
world and lowering our ethical standards.
Money power seems to have an all pervasive
effect. One hopes that we do not reach a level
where indifference by contagion or where
lassitude slowly engulfs the nation and
after a certain point of conditioning violence
becomes acceptable, scandal becomes routine,
and militant resistance turns into a film script.
Education must be shaped as a potent weapon
to reverse the process from seeking pleasure,
acquisition, and violence to self-control,
sharing, and compassion.We Indians must
first integrate ourselves to achieve our ultimate
motto of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakarn (the world
is one family).

Political parties ought to work for the unity
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and integrity of India. Unfortunately, all parties
with rare exception have used caste, religion
and language, to their electoral advantage.
Unfortunately,. during the last five years or
more, situation has emerged, particularly in
India, wherein it is difficult to say whether a
particular offence of misdemeanour is opposed
or tolerated. The space economic offenders and
scamsters opposed now, but the very fact that
they had been allowed to accumulate over the
years proves that they were not only tolerated
but perhaps encouraged as well.

India’s success will be measured not by
homogenizing a heterogeneous situation, but by
the success with which diverse societies can
be harmonized and co-exist and become
mutually reinforcing and supportive; where
traditions and modernity are appropriately
blended, and where man- made capital does
not become destructive of the natural capital.
Both models have their specific constituencies
in India.

Gandhi was a simple a person and whatever he
has written can be understood by the illiterates
and literates alike. Yet his was a complex
personality. Behind the veneer of simplicity,
there was a complex Gandhi, a Gandhi who can
be understood only if we tune our life to that of
Gandhi. His mind, methods and mission were
old, nay ancient indeed, but they went against
the main currents of his times. They made
history, and set the agenda for generations to
come. He could interact with kings and prime
ministers with the same ease as he could with
peasants and artisans. He was not an academic
in the ordinary sense of the word but he has
become one of the major subjects of academic
discourse. He was a practical philosopher, an
applied social scientist, a grassroots social
worker, a political mobilizer, a revered national
leader, a scientist and a saint, all at the same time.
His was a simple but complex personality. No
matter how deep we penetrate his writings and
life, we fail to understand him for we can neither
relive his times nor can we disentangle ourselves
from the myths, experiences, and prejudices of
the past. To understand him, we have to read
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and re-read Gandhi, meditate over what he said
and did and why and above all experiment with
truth and nonviolence to resolve the problems
we face with similar, if not the same, resolve,
dedication, and mission. Gandhi changed the
world he lived in and gave new direction to
what is now known as development. This series
is being published to enable the reader to know
Gandhi first hand, in his own words.

To understand Gandhi we have to
be objective and analytical but at the same
time synergic, interdisciplinary, and holistic.
Unfortunately, we are trained to be specialists;
we see the parts but not the whole. But if
everything is related to everything else, and
nothing stands apart, knowing the part alone
would lead to knowing the whole. Universe is a
system of which the solar system is a subsystem;
in the solar system, the earth is sub-system; in
the earth as a system, lithosphere, hydrosphere,
ionosphere, atmosphere and biosphere are sub-
systems; in the biosphere, human species form
a sub-system; in the human species each family
and individual forms a subsystem. This being
the case, to understand even an individual in
tull, we have to treat his as a part of the whole
universe. True he is more closely related to the
systems nearer him but he is influenced and
he influences by his thoughts and deeds not
only his fellow human beings, but also all that
surrounds him, nature included. All that we do
has its implication far wider than we realize.
This is how the problem of global warming and
climate change has emerged. Real Gandhi is a
systems man and unless we see him that way,
we cannot understand him.

Further, Gandhi is so much an inseparable
part of our modern history that we tend to be
emotional about him and refuse to hear anything
critical of him although those who see nothing
great in him are not few. On the one hand, he
is treated as the father of Indian Nationhood,
on the other there are many who think that he
wanted to take India to primitive days; who
consider him an impractical man, and a man
who mixed up religion, politics, and economics.
We can understand Gandhi only if we distance
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ourselves, both physically and intellectually
from dogmatism, fanaticism, and barren logic;
if we see life in its all manifestation, and as a
part and parcel of other life forms in general and
human beings in particular.

Gandhi worked all through his life to liberate
India from British colonialism; but this mission
of his was only a part of a larger and more
encompassing mission of liberating humanity
from the mythos that grip its soul, mind, and
body. He lived so simply not only because he
wanted to identify himself with the poorest of
the poor, but also because he followed the dictum
of simple living and high thinking. Gandhi saw
unity in diversity; unity of souls and diversity
of bodies with oscillating minds in between.
Gandhi had no enemies: he had no hatred for
anyone. He accepted differences of opinions,
perceptions, thoughts, and approaches natural
for each individual saw the truth differently.
These and other differences can be transcended
and ironed out when the contenders are
overflowing with love for each other and talk to
each other as brothers and sisters.

He was at once saint and revolutionary,
politicians and social reformer, economist and
man of religion, educationist and satygrahi;
devotee alike of faith and reason, Hindu and
inter-religious, nationalist and internationalist,
man of action and dreamer of dreams. He
was a great reconciler of opposites and
he was that without strain or artificiality.
Rabindranath Tagore called him Mahatma,
Subash Chandra Bose ‘Father of the Nation’;
Lord Mountbatten, “One Man Boundary Force’;
Hindu fundamentalists — ‘Pro Muslim, Jinah
‘Pro-Hindu’, and Western Churchill called him
‘naked fakir’. Whenever he went wrong, he
stopped, looked around, retraced his steps and
then moved again. What Gandhi did was to
all around him. Each of us has the potential to
become something like him by experimenting
with Truth as we move forward on the road to
higher levels of consciousness.

Gandhi was not a theorist or model builder.
He was a Karma Yogi seeking knowledge and
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wisdom through action. When people asked him
to put his experiments in writing, he replied: “I
am not built for academic writings. Action is my
domain.” (Harijan, 3-3-1946, p 28). Yet he wrote
copiously. As we scan through the 100 volumes
of his Collected Works, we are struck by the
depth and breadth of his reach. We wonder how
this man of action wrote so much in so short a
time. Even a four line letter he wrote contains
pearls of wisdom. Yet, he was so humble as to
say “There is no such thing as ‘Gandhism” and
I do not want to leave any sect after me, I do
not claim to have originated any new principle
or doctrine. I have simply tried in my own way
to apply the eternal truths to our daily life and
problems...Well, all my philosophy; if it may be
called by that pretentious name, is contained in
what I have said. You will not call it ‘Gandhism:
there is no ‘ism” about it” (Harijan, 28-3-1936, p
49). He climbed step by step to transcend all
isms and proclaimed Truth is God.

Gandhi tried to solve problems as they arose,
following the law of Truth (morality), keeping
in view the cultural background of the people,
and good of the society at large. He was often
accused of being inconsistent, which he indeed
was because “At the time of writing I never
think of what I have said before. My aim is not
to be consistent with my previous statements
on a given question, but to be consistent with
truth as it may present itself to me at a given
moment. The result has been that I have grown
from truth to truth; I have saved my memory an
undue strain; and what is more, whenever I have
been obliged to compare my writing even of
fifty years ago with the latest, I have discovered
no inconsistency between the two. But friends
who observe inconsistency will do well to take
the meaning that my latest writing may yield
unless, of course, they prefer the old. But before
making the choice they should try to see if there
is not an underlying and abiding consistency
between the two seeming inconsistencies” (30-
9-1939, p. 228).

Not many have been able fathom his depth.
Gandhi believed in the unity of human life,
which is a synthetic whole. It cannot be divided

ISSN: 2454-5279

into separate, watertight compartments -
religious, moral, political, economic, social,
individual and collective. Gandhi said “Drops
in separation could only fade away, drops in
cooperation made the ocean which carried on
its broad bosom ocean greyhounds. [CWMG:
89: 97] A drop torn from the ocean perished
without doing any good. If it remained a part of
the ocean, it shared the glory of carrying on its
bosom a fleet of mighty steps. [CWMG: 87: 23]

Gandhi changed his approaches to conflict
resolution depending on the nature of problem,
people involved, and the circumstances
surround it; certain timeless laws he followed
and adhered to ever remained his guiding
stars. One, he firmly believed that the process of
evolution Darwinunraveled did notstop with the
chimpanzees turning into Homo sapiens. Once
the physical evolution was over, the evolution
of the inner self began and it would continue
until the humans evolve into super-conscious
beings. Anything that took man backward to his
animal past was regressive, and that which took
him to the next milestone of consciousness was
progressive. Two, Truth and nonviolence were
the driving forces of this evolutionary journey
to higher consciousness. Three, everything was
related to everything else, and hence nothing
stands independent and isolated. All that we
feel, think, and act upon, has wider implications.
Those nearer us are affected more than those at
distant places. Four, since the journey of life
adds new experiences, truth is not absolute; it is
relative. As such all of us can be victims of truth
or untruth depending on our perception of the
reality. One should therefore change one’s views
as new truths come to light. One should not be
dogmatic. Five, all life is a united whole; humans
have to love not only their fellow human beings
but also the nature - the plants, insects, and
animals, and all that is created by the cosmic
force otherwise known as God. And six, there is
enough on this earth to satisfy everyone’s need
but not everyone’s greed” and hence follow the
dictum of simple living and high thinking.

Gandhi lived in a world of wars, colonialism,
survival of the fittest, and eye for eye, Gandhi’s
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truth and nonviolence appeared to many, as
weapons of the weak. They gathered around
him as co-workers and followers only when
it appeared to work as a potent force against
violence appearing in different garbs: injustice,
exploitation, colonialism, and wars, to mention
a few. Gandhi’s weapons proved more powerful
but least destructive vis-a-vis the conventional
weapons of war. His satyagraha evoked world
wide attention and crossed the borders of
India to reach many other countries, the USA,
Russia, China, EU, and South Africa included.
It proved beyond doubt that his means of
fighting injustice ennobled both sides and
left them in win-win situation. Globalization
of Gandhian praxis did not go far enough to
usher in a civilization of peace and harmony. It
remained a movement which petered off when
war mongering returned with a big bang in
the form of modernization and globalization.
Modernization means westernization and
globalization means deprivation of the rights
of the people to fully participate in production
and consumption of the goods and services they
need and use. It converts people from being
prosumers to consumers.

Rejection of Gandhian ways began soon after
Indiabecameindependent. It proved too difficult
for the leaders of the time, even though they
followed Gandhi during the freedom struggle, to
carry forward hislegacy of truthand nonviolence.
Gandhi was soon enshrined in museums spread
over different parts of the country, and Gandhi
Bhawans of select universities. He became a
research topic and a name to be prefixed with
institutions, organizations and individuals to
acquire prestige. Many development schemes
sponsored by the central and state governments
are being named after Gandhi. But in all these
cases it is name, not the spirit of Gandhi that
pervades.

A number of approaches to study of Gandhi’s
thought are in practice today — the Nationalist,
the Marxist, the Oriental, the Post-colonial and
the Subaltern, etc. To understand Gandhiji
amidst his conflicting statements, one has
perhaps to go into the meaning of meaning. To

ISSN: 2454-5279

know their deeper significance, going by the
literal meaning of the words would be futile and
burdensome (CWMG: 93: 153). Even Vinoba
Bhave, the spiritual heir of Gandhi failed to
comprehend his guru. “Gandhiji . . .laid bare
his mind in its fullness before the world. For
his part, he had permitted no secrecy. Even
so, I must confess, the last chapter of his life,
which I have called the ‘Swargarohan Parva’, or
the chapter of the ‘Ascent to Heaven’, remains
a mystery to me. Indeed, in my eyes, it stands
equal to the last phase of Lord Krishna’s Leela.
To unravel its mystery, it may become necessary
for Gandhiji himself to be born again”.[CWMG:
86: IX-X]

Summing Up

We must go back to the sprit and ideals of those
halcyon days when we practiced the philosophy
of nation first and foremost; when we spoke the
language of the heart; when we breathed the air
of idealism; when we walked hand in hand on
the path of selfless service and sacrifice; when
all sons and daughters of the motherland prided
themselves in being “Indian first, Indians last
and Indians always.” The need of the hour
is that leaders and people of the country be
inspired by the ideals and teachings of Mahatma
Gandhi. We need a man of values at the head
of a government. We need a philosopher king,
whose head is clear and whose heart is in the
right place. If this be true, then Gandhi is of
relevance. If the policies of tomorrow are to be
freed from the corrosiveness of purely personal
ambition and raised to the level of serving great
causes — such as liberating men from poverty,
disease and hunger, both of body and mind - then
Nehru is of relevance. If kindness, magnanimity,
gentleness, and concern for others are the virtues
which should inform public life, then Gandhi is
of relevance. With the passage of time, Gandhi
will be of greater relevance, and not merely to
my country, but to the world at large. I have
no doubt that so far as my own countrymen
are concerned, more especially the younger
generation to whom Gandhi is a mere name, they
will, in the fullness of time and in the measure
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they address themselves to the real problems of
India’s historic transformation. The relevance of
Gandhi remains undiminished today. In fact, his
ideas and approach to political, economic and
social issues are more relevant now than even
in his life-time. The policy makers, politicians,
intellectuals and scientists must remember in
thought and action the Talisman of Mahatma
Gandbhi:

“I will give you a Talisman. Whenever you are
in doubt, or when the self becomes too much
with you, apply the following test.

Recall the face of the poorest and the weakest
man whom you may have seen, and ask
yourself, if the step you contemplate is going
to be of any use to him? Will he gain anything
by it? Will it restore him to a control over his
own life and destiny? In other words, will it
lead to swaraj for the hungry and spiritually
starving millions? Then you will find your
doubts and yourself melting away.”

We shall like to conclude that Gandhi’s spoken
words, writings, and work done by him will
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resonate for centuries to come. At the same time
we must remember the seven social sins which
Gandhi wrote in Young India of 22.X.1925.

Politics without principles
Wealth without work
Pleasure without consciences
Knowledge without character
Commerce without morality
Science without humanity
Worship without sacrifice.

What breath is to life, Gandhi is to humanity and
civilization. As long as there is strife, hostilities,
ethnic cleansing, religious unrest, internal
conflicts and threats of military occupation,
people will turn to Gandhi. His usefulness
will not end unless conflict ceases, radical
discrimination ends, women are empowered
and poor live with dignity.
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pirituality is an ancient concept

which is an Indian origin, if

searched in a deep rooted
area. If we go through our Vedas,
Upanishad, Gita, and other Epics
of our country then we may be
highly enlightened about this. With
the present context of the global
instability, our highly tolerance
power will be really appreciated. Our
country can lend the other countries
the procedure of Non-violence cum
tolerance how to grow. They should
learn from our Gurus like Gurunanak,
Vivekananda, Ramakrishna and
obviously from Mahatma Gandhi.
Mahatma Gandhi’s non-violence is
already known throughout the globe.
On his 150th birth anniversary the
thought of his non-violence is going
to be represented newly through
different countries (UK, France,
Germany, Iran, Senegal, Sweden
Belgium etc) in Geneva. From the

very core of his heart, Mahatma
Gandhi practiced and believed Non-
violence, who used to maintain very
strict and simple life being a man in
the field of spirituality. To extinguish
British rule from our country so
many steps he took like Satyagraha,
Khilafat Movement, Non-cooperation
Movement, Civil Disobedience
Movement etc. All the movements
including Dandi Aviyan or quit India
Movement so far were led by him are
the examples of his good leadership
were through the process of non-
violence. To become a true spiritual
freedom fighter he converted himself
a complete vegetarian, he practiced
fasting, celibacy and so many other
difficult things suggets. Upanishad. He
would believe that agitation through
Non-violence would open the heart of
the opponents and ultimately victory
will be there for the agitators or the
freedom fighters.
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Key words: Spirituality, peace, Non-violence movement,
practice of vegetarianism, fasting, celibacy,etc.
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Introduction

On 150" birth anniversary of “Jatir Janak”
(Father of the Nation), Mahatma Gandhi, a long
march ( 1500 k.m.) for the whole year from 2
October, 2020 till 26™ September 2021 is going
to be organized by social worker P.V. Rajagopal,
a Gandhian scholar and by Canadian Leader
Jill Carr- Harris & Dalit and Tribal right activist
Ramesh Sharma. This Yatra is also known as
Jai Jagat Yatra 2020. At this point of juncture I
desire to see this stalwart, Bapuji, of our country
as a spiritual leader who tried to tie all the
communities in a single tune, fight against the
white skinned British land grabber. Spirituality
remains there, where mind is peaceful, where
violence is not there, where people think for
the others, where trouble among themselves
are not there and where tyrannical ,unhealthy
environment is not there. Gandhi wanted to
have all these together to enjoy unity in diversity
in respect of racism, culture, language and so
on, but had the same target, exile the British rule
in a harmonious way, peacefully. The Jai-Jagat
Yatra, 2020 is to carry the message of peace and
non-violence as was thought of by this spiritual
man, Mahatma, throughout the globe. To
spread his spiritualism, near about 5000 people
are going to participate in the one week global
action forum in Geneva in the year 2021.

How we know the man
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The stalwart, shrewd minded figure, Mahatma,
possesses a good morality, is known to everyone
throughout the globe but not known in details
by maximum of us. He is known as half-naked,
brown skinned, white loincloth (dhoti) claded
man with round shaped spectacle on his nose.
We know him on currency notes, on stamp
paper. We know him as the son of Mohandas
Karamchand Gandhi and of Putlibai. We know
him through the holiday, 2" October. We know
him with a bamboo stick in his hand. We know
him as a leader-cum politician in respect of
“Dandi Aviyan”, “Ashoyogita andolan” (Non
cooperation movement). All the description
as mentioned about him is the examples of
simplicity maintained by him throughout his
life who established the Sabarmati Ashram.
Through his simplicity, the spiritualism, he
wanted to show the nation the power of tolerance
and the power of spirituality to fight against the
British without violence.

How his mentality changed from lawyer to
right activist

After acquiring the degree from Inner Temple of
London, he got the call from the high court of
London where he joined but later he left it for
own country, India. Soon after, he went in South
Africa to serve there as a lawyer. On his way,
in the railway first class compartment in South
Africa he was seated with a first class ticket,
suddenly, a white skinned person entered the
same compartment and asked him to leave for
the second class coach which was denied by

Mahatma Gandhi Later, taking the help of
railway police, that man forced Bapuji to
leave the coach. This situation was very much
humiliating to Bapuji. He was humiliated only
because of brown skin and being Indian. From
that time onward he started his journey as an
activist to fight for the rights. He started his
protest through a peaceful march. Later, in India,
he organized so many marches and agitations or
fights, all through a peaceful manner which was
not powerless but more effective. This was the
strength of spirituality the result of which is not
so visible as in case of fight through violence.

Khudiram Bose Central College u 27



PRAGYA - A Peer Reviewed Academic Journal

This spiritual protest was there throughout his
life which requires a great preparation.

Gandbhi as a spiritual Leader

You can fight but you do not require to be violent
is what spirituality is. So far Satyagraha and
Non- cooperation movement were organized
by him; the protest was in a spiritual way, a
peaceful way, as per his direction. So we can say
him a spiritual Leader.

Inhis autobiography, written by him, also says us
that he was a spiritual man. In his autobiography
he says, “what I want to achieve- What I have
been striving and pinning to achieve these thirty
years- is self realization, to see God face to face”
“ all that I do by way of speaking and writing,
and all my ventures in the political field, are
directed to this same end.”From this quotation
also we see that he was really a spiritual leader
cum politician.

To make him prepared as a spiritual leader self
control is needed. For the same he started to
purify himself through different ancient ways
as prescribed by our Upanishad. He made a lot
of experiment on himself. He converted himself
a 100% vegetarian. He practiced fasting. He
practiced celibacy. He made himself greed free.
All these experiment was there for self control
and to stay in a right path without any diversion.

In his ashram he used to teach the residents, strict
principles and not get fear even in death. Truth
is truth which will give the victory at last and for
the same you need to remain determined and to
have a great amount of tolerance. Without going
for direct violence you may protest through the
non-cooperation, he asked the countrymen to
give up Govt. job, asked to destroy the foreign
cloths and asked the Jawans (Army men) to
quit from the force. He got a great amount of
response. All these processes were the fight in
a silent way having a great amount of strength.
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Conclusion

So far different activities are there throughout
Mahatma’s life; so far he tried to mould the
society in a spiritual way, all his ways were
non-violence and peace. You can achieve your
coveted things in a peaceful manner without
violence; in a spiritual way was his life time
decision. Through his own quotations we can
see him back as a spiritual leader as below:

“I cannot teach you violence, as I do not believe
in it. I can only teach you not to bow your heads
before any one, even at the cost of your life.”

“In a gentle way you can shake the world.”

“I am prepared to die, but there is no cause for
which I am prepared to kill.”

“You must not lose faith in humanity. Humanity
is an ocean; if a few drops of the ocean are dirty,
the ocean does not become dirty.”

“ your beliefs become your thoughts,

Your thoughts become your words,

Your words become your actions,

Yours actions become your habits,

Your habits become your values,

Your values become your destiny.

The future depends on what you do today”

Thus, the moral, spiritual leader departed
us on 30™ January 1948 through his last journey
to heaven. So many people around the world
are inspired by him and till getting inspired till
now.
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ndia, being a unique nation in

terms of her paradoxical way

of treatment of women, one
in the form of worship to various
goddesses and another in the form of
various impositions of social norms
to uphold and continue the legacy
of the patriarchal social structure
leading to female foeticide, child
marriage, honour killings, acid
attack...the list being endless. Against
this backdrop, this article tries to
recall the contributions of Mahatma
Gandhi in mobilising women into
national movements and making
them an integral part of the mass.
In, this article, an attempt has also
been made to portray the Gandhiji’s
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perception regarding the various social
discriminating practices prevalent in
his time and is also relevant today. The
article draws from various literatures,
the influence of two women in
Mahatma’s life and how they brought a
transformation in his mindset. Finally,
the article discusses how Gandhiji’s
perception is valid and relevant today
by analysing that the Father of the
Nation could not rise beyond certain
societal ideas and norms and was a
victim of his own time. In spite of

that, it is felt that the contribution

of the legendary freedom fighter in

the context of women empowerment

is profound and is beyond any
description.
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Movement, National Struggle, Gender Discrimination
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1) Introduction

India has always been a unique nation in
terms of the varied ways of her treatment of
women folk. On one hand, the citizens of the
country offer worship to the various feminine
manifestations of the divine power in the form
of Goddess Durga, Kali, Lakshmi, Sita, etc. and
on the other hand, the women of the menstrual
age group are prevented to offer worship to the
famous Lord Ayyappan of the equally famous
Sabarimala temple disregarding the apex court’s
judgement. It has been roughly one year from
now that the judgement has been passed but
still, in one of the largest democracies of the
world, the gender discrimination does not shake
the inner conscience of majority of roughly 1.3
million Indians, irrespective of the class, caste,
religion and most importantly, gender.

We definitely take pride when we find PV Sindhu
as the first Indian woman to win a sliver medal
in Olympic in 2019, to cheer for Mary Kom when
she won 6 gold medals at Women’s Boxing World
Championships, to admire Arunima Sinha
when she climbed the highest peak of Antarctica
, Mt. Vinson in spite of her amputed knee. We
feel proud when we discover that it is an Indian
woman named Muthayya Vanitha who played
the role of Project Director in Chandrayaan-2
lunar mission of ISRO or when Gita Gopinath
becomes the first woman Chief Economist of
IMF (www.bankexamstoday.com/2018/03/list-
of-women-achievers-2017-2018.htmI?m=1). At
the other end of the spectrum, we observe that
as per India’s last census, conducted in the year
2011, Uttarakhand’s child sex ratio (the number
of girls per 1000 boys) fell from 908 in 2001 to
890 in a span of 10 years. A government survey
conducted recently reflected thatin 132 villagesin
the state’s Uttarkashi district, out of 216 children
born, none of them were girls over a period
of three months. The data from 2011 census
point out that, comparatively prosperous states
like Punjab, Haryana, Gujarat, Maharashtra
have a poor child sex ratio in comparison to
the north eastern states and less developed
states like  Chhattisgarh  (www.dw.com/
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en/female-feticide-in-india-a-paradox-of-
development/a-49852825). According  to
UNICETF, India has the highest number of child
brides in the world (www.girlsnotbrides.org/
child-marriage/india/). A report ‘ Children
in India 2018" by the Ministry of Statistics and
Programme implementation disclose that over
30% of the girl students drop out of schools by
the time they reach to class IX and the percentage
increases to 57% by the time they reach to class
XI  (m.timesofindia.com/city/ahmedabad/57-
of-girl-students-drop-out-of-schools-by-class-
xi-report/amp_articleshow/66900622.cms). Still
today when we scan through the matrimonial
advertisements, we observe that one of the
predominant necessities to be a good bride is
to have a fair complexion and that is why, we
never feel the humiliation when we chuckle at
the advertisement of fairness cream shown in
our television sets in between the regressive
family drama. This is where India is standing
in the present time where paths of education,
employment, political and economic rights and
the gates of freedom and social emancipation
have opened for few women in the society
whereas the masses of the Indian women still
carry on their lives” journey behind the shackles
of the patriarchal structure prevalent almost
everywhere, internal in the private sphere to the
external public sphere.

Itisat thisjuncture, we feel thathow our Father of
the Nation, Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi has
played a vital role in the inclusion of women in
the country’s struggle for freedom, in motivating
the women folk to create opportunities to get
education and freedom and eventually paving
their own path of their empowerment.

Il) Gandhi and his call for Women
Participation in National Struggle

“Woman is the companion of man gifted with
equal mental capacities. She has the right to
participate in the minutest detail in the activities
of man and she has the same right of freedom
and liberty as he” the words of Gandhi (Gandhi,
1942 as cited in Parathara, 2016). Gandhiji
realised that women have been treated as slaves
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in the hands of the men due to the prevalence of
social norms, rules and regulations which were
framed by the men of the society. So, he urged
the women to realise their full potential and
consider themselves equal to men. In his effort
in the empowerment of women, he regarded
women as self conscious objects and not as objects
of reform and wanted to include the women in
the masses in the most natural and usual way.
Mahatma realised that India’s political struggle
was not only political in its nature but a socio-
economic struggle as well. Hence, the mission
of the struggle could only be accomplished
if all the sections of the society including
women would play a proactive role in it. He
urged and encouraged women participation
in almost all the movements ranging from
Non-cooperation, Civil Disobedience, Quit
India Movement (https://shodhganga.
inflibnet.ac.in/bitstream/10603/199335/8/08_
chapter%203.pdf). Educated women became
the inmates of the ashramas and took active
involvement in simmering, khadi and other
constructive activities (Mukherjee, 1994 as
cited in https://shodhganga.inflibnet.ac.in/
bitstream/10603/199335/8/08_chapter%203.
pdf). Gradually, his untiring efforts were able to
inculcate the spirits of self esteem, dignity and
self respect among the women of his time.

Gandhiji did not propagate active role of women
in the public sphere initially. But, when the
issue of women’s suffrage was in the limelight
in 1921, he supported it as he observed that the
success of the Satyagraha Movement and the
Dandi March were depending on the active
involvement of the women. Various activities
including burning of foreign clothes, picketing
of liquor shops, etc. were done by the women
and by 1939, Mahatma was convinced that
in order to transform the national movement
to a mass movement, active participation of
the women was an absolute necessity. Our
Father of the Nation, in fact, wished to see the
dominance of women over men in numbers in
the Indian army in our independent nation as
he thought that it would stop the outbreak of
violence  (https://shodhganga.inflibnet.ac.in/
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bitstream/10603/199335/8/08_chapter%203.
pdf) . This is because, according to him, women
were better in possessing the spirits of non-
violence, renunciation, sacrifice, perseverance
and for the national movement to attain success,
constructive works were far more important
than the military campaigns (Gandhi, 1940 as
cited in https://shodhganga.inflibnet.ac.in/
bitstream/10603/199335/8/08_chapter%203.
pdf). In this process of participation, women and
men worked together hand in hand, shoulder
to shoulder forgetting the customs and leaving
behind the barriers that discriminated them.

While addressing the women in Nadiad in 1919,
Gandhiji motivated and inspired the women not
tospend their free time of two to threehoursin the
temples as at that time, the real form of devotion
was to spin clothes and then hand it over to the
stores or to sell them for earning some money that
could help the women to buy their requirements
(Gandhi as edited by Hinmgorani, 1958 as
cited in https://shodhganga.inflibnet.ac.in/
bitstream/10603/199335/8/08_chapter%203.
pdf). The Karachi session of the Indian National
Congress in 1931 took the historical decision
and committed itself to the political equality
of the women irrespective of their status and
qualifications under the mentorship of the
Father of Our Nation (https://shodhganga.
inflibnet.ac.in/bitstream/10603/199335/8/08_
chapter%203.pdf).

I11) Two Significant Women in Gandhiji’s Life

Gandhijiwasimmenselyinfluencedbyhismother
Putlibai and his wife Kasturba Gandhi. The
spirit of perseverance, dedication and religious
mindset was inculcated in him by his mother.
He got the permission to study in England from
his mother after taking an oath of not touching
wine, women and meat (Gangrade, 2000 as
cited in https://shodhganga.inflibnet.ac.in/
bitstream/10603/199335/8/08_chapter%203.
pdf). In the context of his wife, Gandhiji realised
that he was a slave-holder himself once upon
a time but his wife was an unwilling slave and
this removed the darkness from his mind’s
eyes. He felt that he imposed both physical and
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mental authority and domination on his wife.
In one episode, he compelled his wife to clean
the toilet of a visitor which she refused and this
led to a conflict and argument between the two
of them. Hence, he induced the women to come
out of the shackles of slavery and hold the reins
of their own lives. His idea of women was to
see them in the form of mother as according to
him Motherhood became the model of India’s
liberation movement (https://shodhganga.
inflibnet.ac.in/bitstream/10603/199335/8/08_
chapter%203.pdf).

1V) Gandhiji’s perception on Gender
Discriminating Practices

Gandhiji did not appreciate various gender
discriminatory practices and raised a firm voice
against them. He vehemently made his point
clear that chastity is something that could not
be protected by surrounding the walls around
women by Purdah or confining them in the
cages of the household. It has something to do
with inner moral principles and he urged the
men of the nation to trust their wives in the
similar way the latter trust the former. Gandhiji
believed that majority of the injustices that had
taken place in the lives of the women was due
to the evils prevailing in the institution of the
marriage itself. He was against the practice of
child marriage and regarded that * Smritis” that
encouraged child marriage did not capture the
true spirit of Hinduism. Both the men and the
women should acquire an appropriate mental
and physical age to get married according to
him. It was due to this practice, India at that time
and even today, has one of the highest rates of
maternal mortality rate among the countries of
the globe. The Father of the Nation criticised the
practise of the dowry system and its consequent
treatment of regarding the women as cattle who
could be bought and sold. He was against the
term ‘remarriage’ of the widows. According
to him, if the girl attained widowhood before
the age of 15, it should not regarded as
remarriage but marriage. He encouraged
voluntary widowhood as a priceless blessing
in Hinduism but he was against any form of
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widowhood that was imposed by the social
customs and religious practices. He wanted to
give the decision making power to the women
themselves whether they chose to get remarried
or not. Gandhiji considered prostitution as a
moral disease or leprosy. He believed that men
were equally responsible as women for the
spread of this disease but he was empathetic
towards the women who had to lead the lives
of the prostitutes or devdasis. He showed a
simple way in which women could come out
of this profession and lead a life of chastity by
the use of Charkha. However, though Gandhiji
was vocal against the practice of sati pratha,
he thought that women should prove their
being sati not by ending their physical life
but by total sacrifice, renunciation and service
to their husbands, families and the nation.
But, his criticisms did not extend to the social
norms prevalent at that time and he also did not
raise any concern towards biased and unequal
property relations that leave a widow without
any mean of subsistence (ibid.).

V) Gandhiji and his Idea of Womanhood

Gandhiji was very positive regarding the
education of women. He felt that the educational
opportunity should be accessible to both men
and women. The reason behind his view was
the fact that he thought and believed in the
public and private dichotomy between men and
women. In other words, he thought that since
men were entrusted with the normative roles in
the public sphere, education was important for
them. On the contrary, women were the main
doers in the private sphere and hence, they also
needed education simply because of the reason
of being good wives or good, educated mothers.
Women were allowed to avail educational
opportunities just to fulfil their roles as wives
and mothers and not for the sake of their own
intellectual development and satisfaction. It
is indeed, not very surprising to observe that
Mahatma could not rise above the thoughts of
his time with regard to the segregation of theof
the domains of the two genders. ~According
to the Father of the Nation, the Indian women
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should accept characters like Sita, Draupadi
and Damyanti, etc. as their role models and
should strive to follow their footsteps. This is
because, he believed that these women were
chaste and Indian women should also maintain
similar form of chastity. It is very ironical and
depressing to observe that by chastity or purity,
he meant the narrowly defined sexual purity
and considered it to be the primary determinant
to judge a character of a woman. Mahatma had
a different idea in the context of physical assault
of women. He opined that it was impossible
to physically rape, molest or assault a woman
against her will. Such incident can only take
place if the woman succumbs to her fear and
does not exhibit her moral strength. Thus, he
suggested that she should try for self protection
and go to the extent of using her nails and teeth
for the purpose. He felt that it is better for the
women to die in the form of Jouhar or Hara-kiri
rather than submitting to the physical strength
of the assaulter. So, it is very sad to discover
that Mahatma felt that once a woman loses her
sexual purity, she has no right to live her life
or in other words, she should choose death to
life in the event when her physical purity is
at stake. Mahatma, like the people of his time
and like many people of this time too, failed to
realise that the assaulter may get control over
the woman’s body but will never get control
and can never exercise authority over her soul.
So, this act should compel the perpetrator to die
but the victim should not be denied her right to
live, her right to dream, her right to follow her
aspirations, her right to lead the life the way she
wants to (ibid.).

VI) Conclusion

The contribution of the Father of the Nation is
not over emphasised when we state that he is
truly the Father of the women folk in India. It
was due his untiring efforts mainly that women
could be a part of the mass movements; it was
due to his motivation, that women started
involving in various constructive programmes
of that time; he was one of the pioneers for whom
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the right to suffrage was fought and victory was
given to the women eventually; it was for him
that women started freeing themselves from the
patriarchal slavery system.

But, Gandhiji was also a person of his time and
hence, he could not rise in his thoughts beyond
the normative social norms that are still there
embedded in our subconscious; the thoughts that
still make the income of the woman secondary
and collateral to the man’s income even today as
we still believe to some extent that the woman’s
primary role is to reproduce and to take care of
and sacrifice for the private sphere willingly; the
data that reflect gender gap existing in various
forms in the form of promotion to a higher
post in an organisation, as a primary sufferer
of ecological and environmental damage that
affect her livelihood and her means of life; as
a survivor of an acid attack or as a victim of
rape or a victim of simple eve teasing in roads
Before, any further damage takes place and
the civilisation gets degenerated further, we
should all come forward to allow the women to
think differently against the main stream and
not to blame her for that, keeping the ideals of
Mahatma in our minds.
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he present paper seeks to

explain the views of Gandhiji,

the father of our nation on
religion. His views on spirituality,
materiality and morality, in terms of
the question of God, idol worship,
self-purification have been visualized
in an ontological paradigm. His
philosophy of informing the
discourse of religion and his
sensitivity towards religion has been
aptly drawn. Since his childhood
towards the end of his life, Gandhi
was a firm follower of religion. It was

Key words: Gandhi and his religious thoughts,
a comparison between Nehru.

believed that it is a religion that

ABSTRACT |

a religion that has played a pivotal
role in making Mahatma Gandhi the
leader of the Indian nation. To him,
religion is the foundation of life that
teaches right conduct, right faith, and
right knowledge and finally shows
the way in attaining a perfect life.
Gandhiji like other Indian thinkers

makes a man perfect. But he did not
take religion for granted. In fact, he
experimented and tested religion
and learned a lot from his practical
experience.

Khudiram Bose Central College s 34



PRAGYA - A Peer Reviewed Academic Journal

Indiaisacountrywherepeoplearepredominantly
religious. Religion and spirituality are firmly
rooted in the minds of the Indian people. India
is well known for its philosophy and religion.
According to Max Muller, the study of religion
is incomplete unless it is studied with reference
to India. To quote him, “Take religion and
where can you study its true origin, its natural
growth, and its inevitable decay better than in
India, the home of Brahmanism, the birthplace
of Buddhism and the refuge of Zoroastrianism
even now the matter of new superstitions - and
why not, in the future the regenerate child of
the purest faith, if only purified from the dust of
nineteen centuries?” In India, it was a common
belief that religion is a matter of individual
experience. Religion is also a social phenomenon
in India. In the annals of mankind, many great
men have come and left their imprint on the sand
of time but as men of thought and action, vision
and dynamism, conviction and commitment,
Gandhiji were unique. He has encouraged the
minds as well as the hearts of the Indian people
during the last century in a way in which no
other leaders have done. He devoted his entire
life to the liberation of the country and to create
a “new India” free from colonial exploitation,
poverty, and dogmatism.

Besides, the impact of his family and teachings
of many different personalities and thinkers,
writers and prophets — ancient as well as
modern in the development of his thought
made his religious insight scientific and durable.
However, Gandhi was deeply influenced by the
traditional socio-religious culture of India but
he was not very much influenced by the western
way of life. Gandhiji was born in a middle-class
high cultured family and thus he could realize
the pulse of Indian socio-political scenario which
ultimately compelled him to refute all comforts
of life and bestow the entire life for the cause of
Indian masses.

Due to these versatile influences and his life
experiences he had contributed many elemental
thoughts in his political, economic and social
ideas. He was against machinery. Machinery
leads to abrupt urbanization, loss of human
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workforce and a large scale degradation of
the environment and ecosystem. Gandhiji
was a defender and champion of a reformed,
traditional Hinduism. He offered a wide-
ranging indictment of modern rationality and
a nexus of science and technology. Gandhi’s
important teachings and analysis of Hinduism
cut across caste, religion and class conflict in
India. To him, Dharma is similar to Duty, which
is woven in and out of the major Hindu text.
For him, religious society is said to be a unified
organic whole. Gandhiji ushered in reform in
caste driven Hindu society by referring to the
ancient Hinduism Gandhiji emphasized equality
and autonomy of each and every individual.
As used by Gandhi, “equality and liberty take
on much of the character they do in modern
claims about legal, political and social equality
and autonomy”. He vehemently criticized
colonialism and rose voiced to treat Indians with
the same standard of equality and dignity that
the British get the modern society that Gandhi
surveys have become a place where efficiencies
overwhelm individuals, the household is under
blockade, artificialities abound, nothing is
fixed, and social practices and moral principles
are increasingly uncomplimentary and often
contradictory. In such a world, he finds people
are lost, and he wants to provide them with
materials that serve as a guide. In this way, he
seeks to empower individuals to guard their
own autonomy in the confusion and dangers
he detects in the modern world. He was in
favour of self-development and self-reliance.
His contribution to the three-tier Panchayet
system in India is the best example of innovative
leadership which will be a lesson for all ages to
come. Let us contextualize the religious insight
of Gandhiji and its contemporary relevance, as
mention earlier that the family background of Gandhi
contributed a lot in shaping his religious insight.
Gandhi’s parents observed the religious way of
life. He was influenced by his mother, Putlibai,
who was a very religious lady. Regarding his
family, Gandhiji said “Of religious training, he had
very little, but he had that kind of religious culture by
frequent visits to temples and listening to religious
discourses made available to a many Hindus. In his
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last days, he began reading Gita at the instance of
a learned Brahmin friend of the family, and he used
to repeat aloud some verses every day at the time
of worship” (My Experience with Truth, 1927).
Thus the family tradition of Gandhi influenced his
religious fervor. He said, “In Rajkot, however, I got
an early grounding in toleration for all branches
of Hinduism and sister religions. For my father
and mother would visit the Haveli as also Shiva’s
and Rama’s temples and would take or send us
youngsters there. Jain monks also would pay
frequent visits to my father. They would have talks
with my father on subjects religious and mundane.
He had, besides Musalman and Parsi friends, who
would talk to him about their own faiths, and he
would listen to them always with respect and
often with interest. Being his progeny, I often had
a chance to be present at these talks. These many
things combined to inculcate in me toleration for
all faiths.” Thus the dictum of interfaith harmony
has been perceived properly reflected in the life
and works of Mahatma Gandhi. Mahatma Gandhi
was deeply interested in the comparative study
of religions since the days of his youth. Religion,
to Gandhi, was not a matter of individual
experience: Gandhi found God within creation.
The meaning of the word ‘Dharma’ is ‘religion’
in India. This is a comprehensive term that
embraces all of humanity. Gandhi referred to
“God” as “Truth,” which has great significance.
His mission was not only to humanize religion
but also to moralize it. Gandhi’s interpretation
of Hinduism, Islam, and Christianity made his
religion a federation of different religious faiths.
He paved the path for religious tolerance of India
which may be considered as the national morale
and strength of Indian nationalism culminating
into universal humanism.

Due to these versatile influences and his life
experiences he had contributed many elemental
thoughts in his political, economic and social ideas.
He was against machinery. Machinery leads to
abrupt urbanization, loss of human workforce and
a large scale degradation of the environment and
ecosystem. He was in favour of self-development
and self-reliance. His contribution to the three-tier
Panchayet system in India is the best example of
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innovative leadership which will be a lesson for
all ages to come. Let us contextualize the religious
insight of Gandhiji and its contemporary relevance.

As mentioned earlier that the family background of
Gandhi contributed a lot in shaping his religious
insight. Gandhi’s parents observed the religious
way of life. He was influenced by his mother,
Putlibai, who was a very religious lady. Regarding
his family, Gandhiji said “Of religious training, he
had very little, but he had that kind of religious
culture by frequent visits to temples and listening to
religious discourses made available to a many
Hindus. In his last days, he began reading Gita at
the instance of a learned Brahmin friend of the
family, and he used to repeat aloud some verses
every day at the time of worship” (My Experience
with Truth, 1927).

Thus the family tradition of Gandhi influenced his
religious fervor. He said, “In Rajkot, however, I got
an early grounding in toleration for all branches
of Hinduism and sister religions. For my father
and mother would visit the Haveli as also Shiva’s
and Rama’s temples and would take or send us
youngsters there. Jain monks also would pay
frequent visits to my father. They would have talks
with my father on subjects religious and mundane.
He had, besides Musalman and Parsi friends, who
would talk to him about their own faiths, and he
would listen to them always with respect and
often with interest. Being his progeny, I often had
a chance to be present at these talks. These many
things combined to inculcate in me toleration for
all faiths.” Thus the dictum of interfaith harmony
has been perceived properly reflected in the life
and works of Mahatma Gandhi. He paved the
path for religious tolerance of India which may
be considered as the national morale and strength
of Indian nationalism culminating into universal
humanism.

Basically, Gandhi was by nature a religious
man and also had a scientific and non-western
bent of mind. Gandhi openly praised the Hindu
religion. Gandhi repeatedly stressed the virtues
of religion but practically overlooked its vices.
the strength of his truthfulness came out of
his religious virtue. In childhood, he denied
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resorting to unethical things which are a lesson
for the young mind of India still today.

The religious philosophy of Mahatma Gandhi
is the result of his personal quest and spiritual
experience. Gandhi went through the literature
of almost all the great religions of the world
and accepted only those principles for the
reorientation of the downtrodden which proved
useful in the light of his several experiments
with truth. It was the great merit of Gandhi that
whatever he preached in the field of religion he
had first tested it himself. Expressing the impact
of religion on his life, Gandhi said, “You must
watch my life; how I live, eat, sit, talk, and behave
in general. The sum total of all those in me is
my religion.” He understood religion in a very
wide sense. He believed in the concept of Sarva
Dharma Samabheve. Hence he argued that all
religions were true. Though religious faiths were
many but religion was one. “Even as a tree has
a single trunk but many branches and leaves, so
there is one true and perfect religion but it becomes
many, as it passes through the human medium.”

In another place, he claimed “I do not believe in
the exclusive divinity of the Vedas. I believe the
Bible, the Koran and Zend Avesta to be as much
divinely inspired as the Vedas.” He continued,
“Hinduism is not a religion which has to be
spread. It allows for all prophets of the earth to
be worshipped. It allows one to worship his God
according to his own beliefs or dharma and so
it lives in peace with all religions. The religions
are various paths that lead to one and the same
goal.”

Gandhi’s religious influence on Nehru is quite
pertinent to discussed here. Though Nehru
was indifferent to religion as a guide for action
despite his love and admiration for Gandhi, he
started to take religion from a logical inquisitive
mind in the scientific sense of the term. Nehru
did not find much in Gandhi that was puzzling
and inexplicable. Gandhi believed in occasional
fasting. He thought it helped in the concentration
of mind. Apart from this, he held that fasting had
a purification effect. Sometimes he fasted for the
moral lapses of those who lived or worked with
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him because he considered himself responsible
for their conduct, any misbehavior on their
part was proof of some imperfection in him.
As he became purer his surroundings would,
he thought, adequately respond to the change.
When Nehru learned of Gandhi’s fast in 1932
against separate electorates for the Untouchables,
he disapproved of the Mahatmas religious and
sentimental approach to a basic political question.

Nehru always felt oppressed by Gandhiji’s
fasts for ‘self-purification” or for other reasons
and thought them to be his personal and
self-created entanglements. In 1956 Nehru
told Michael Breacher, “Gandhi would go on
a fast, I didn’t understand it then - and I don’t
understand it now.” Similarly, Gandhi made a
statement that the Bihar earthquake of 1934 was
divine punishment for the sin of untouchability.
However, this religious expression of Gandhi
appeared totally absurd and illogical to the
rational mind of Nehru. He regarded it as a
“Staggering remark...anything more opposed
to scientific outlook it would be difficult to
imagine.”

However, a close examination reveals that
there were many similarities between the views
of Gandhi and Nehru’s personalities as regards
true religion. These two thinkers appear to have
common views regarding the basic elements of
religion. Both Gandhi and Nehru were not
fundamentalists in their conception of religion.
They were secular in their religious approach
and believed that religion was instrumental in
holding people together. They did not believe in
state religion even though the whole community
had one religion. They were against the state
aid to religious bodies. They regarded religion
as a private matter but the teachings of ethics
were certainly regarded as a major concern of the
state. They have not taken religion for granted.
They experimented, tested religion and learned
a lot from their experience, though their field of
experimentation of religion was different. The
former tested it on the spiritual ground the later
on the scientific and utilitarian ground.

Both Gandhi and Nehru did not understand
religion in a narrow, sectarian, customary
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dogmatic sense. Gandhi said, “By religion, I do
not mean formal religion or customary religion,
but that religion which underlies all religions,
which brings us face to face with our maker.”

He added, “Indeed religion should pervade
every one of our actions. Here religion does
not mean sectarianism. It means a belief in the
ordered moral government of the universe. It is
not less real because it is unseen. This religion
transcends Hinduism, Islam, Christianity, etc. It
does not supersede them. It harmonizes them and
gives them reality.

Explaining religion Nehru argued, “Probably
it consists of the inner development of the
individual, the evolution of his consciousness
in a certain direction which is considered good.
What that direction is will again be a matter of
debate. But, as far as I understand it, religion
lays stress on this inner change and considers
outward change as but the projection of this
inner development. There can be no doubt that
this inner development powerfully influences
that outer environment. But it is equally
obvious that the outer environment powerfully
influences the inner development.”

Gandhi and Nehru had read Bhagavad Gita a
holy text of Hindu religion. They were of the view
thatGitainspired men to do their duties, neglecting
the suffering and the torture that they received
in course of their action. As Gandhi said, “The
impression has ever since been growing on me
with the result that I regard it today as the book
par excellence for the knowledge of the truth.”
Nehru had also read the Gita in his earlier days,
but under Gandhi’s influence, he read it again
and again. Numerous parts of it had a powerful’
effect on him and he was particularly influenced
by those parts of the Gita which put forward the
view that if the person did the right thing, right
results would flow from it.

It is observed that in his childhood his home
atmosphere, particularly his father’s influence
was not very conducive to the growth and
development of religious feelings in Nehru. But
with the passing of years, the Bhagavad Gita lefta
deep impression on him to whom he refers often
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in his later writing and speeches, especially The
Discovery of India.

Both Gandhi and Nehra believed in the
transmigration of soul and reincarnation. Both
accepted the doctrine of the immortality of the
soul according to which death means the end of
the physical body but the soul moves from one
body to another. Nehru’s family atmosphere,
which recognized the existence of the soul
and accepted the principle of reincarnation,
influenced him. “The environment in which I
have grown up,” he said, “takes the soul and
future life, the Karma theory of cause and
effect, and reincarnation for granted. I have
been affected by this and so, in a sense, I am
favorably disposed towards these assumptions.
There might be a soul that survives the physical
death of the body and the theory of cause and
effect governing life’s actions seems reasonable,
though it leads to obvious difficulties when one
thinks of the ultimate cause. Presuming a soul,
there appears to be some logic also in the theory
of reincarnation.” On the other hand in the
context of the theory of reincarnation Gandhi
said, “I, for one, would not call a man a Hindu, if
he does not believe in reincarnation... Don’t you
see that every moment millions of beings are
born and millions die? That it suggests that there
must be a recreation? He who does not believe in
it cannot have any real faith in the regeneration
of fallen souls.” The differences between Gandhi
and Nehru were basic. Gandhi gave importance
to spiritual and moral values, while Nehru gave
top priority to political freedom and material
development and advancement. This did not
mean that Gandhi did not care for the physical
well being of men. But for him, there was no
such thing as physical well-being without moral
and spiritual well-being.

Further Gandhi in his idea of the existence of
God perceived each and every individual as the
incur nation of God in front of him. He firmly
believed in the existence of God and was never
skeptic about the existence of God. Gandhi
uttered Ramanama though he made it clear that
Rama of his conception was not the husband of
Sita or the son of Dasaratha but him who abides
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in the hearts of men, the Antaryami. He believed
in Advaitya Darshana, a formless and attributes
less God. He firmly admitted that the existence
of God could not be proved by reason though: it
was not against reason. Even if he could not prove
his existence by rational arguments which might
not convince, he felt it within himself. He said,
“There is an indefinable mysterious power that
pervades everything. I feel it, though I do not
see it. It is this unseen power that makes itself
felt and yet defies all proof because it is so unlike
all thatI perceive through my senses. It transcends
the senses. But it is possible to reason out the
existence of God to a limited extent.” Vivid
and thorough research of the life and works of
Gandhiji postulates that he always adhere to the
high philosophical values of the then Sanatana
dharma and followed the gospel of Srimad
Bhagavad Gita, Upanishads and Vedas as the
guiding principle of everyday life attaining
towards perfection.

Apart from believing in God Gandhi had great
faith in prayer. There were regular prayers in his
Ashram both in the morning and the evening.
He felt that as the food was indispensable for the
body, so was prayer indispensable for the soul.
Regarding idol worship, Gandhi said, “I do riot
disbelieve in idol worship. An idol does not
excite any feeling of veneration in me. But I
think that idol worship is part of human nature.
We hanker after symbolism.” He added “I do not
forbid the use of images in prayer. I only prefer
the worship of the Formless. This preference
is perhaps improper. One thing suits one man;
another thing will suit another man and no
comparison can fairly be made between the
two.”1

Gandhi believed in God but for him, God was
the moral law, dharma. He, therefore, considered
that all those who believed in the moral law
where spiritual even though they were so-called
atheists. According to him “Truth is God”. To
quote him, “To me, God is Truth and Love; God
is ethics and morality; God is fearlessness. God
is the source of light and life and yet He is above
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and beyond all these.” Once Gandhi remarked
about Nehru, “While Jawaharlal always says he
does not believe in God he is nearer to God than
many who profess to be His worshippers.”2
This was because of the reason that Gandhi strict
adherence to Goodness and truth was as good as
sincere devotion to God.

Moreover to Gandhi’s service to man was the
worship of God. He observed, “The immediate
service of all human beings becomes a necessary
part of the endeavor simply because the only
way to find God is to see Him in His creation
and be one with it.” He believed that God could
not be found in the temples, Church and the
mosque but in the field where the man worked
under parching heat. Hence, Gandhi argued,
“If I could persuade myself that I should find
Him in a Himalayan cave I would precede there
immediately. But I know that I cannot find Him apart
from humanity.”3 He trained Nehru and other
followers the service of humanity as their prior
duty. Nehru once told Stanley Jones the Evangelist
that he was not a religious man but he added that if
service to the country was religion, then he could be
called religious. Work or rather service to humanity
and the country India was Nehru’s religion.

Thus what Gandhi condemned was narrow
religion, an institutionalized and ritualistic religion
which makes a man a fatalist, totally resigned to
some divine, pre-ordained destiny. Essentially, he
was a religious man like other thinkers right from
Rammohon to Vivekananda in the sense that he
loved human life and humanity. Let us conclude
by referring to Louis Fischer who remarked in his
well-known treatise ‘A Week with Gandhi’ that “...
he will be remembered for all ages to come.” Gandhiji
was an intellectual luminary of India who has been
endowed equal respect like Buddha and Christ. Thus
we can usher in logically as the influence of Buddha
and Christ influenced the people towards a common
universal humanistic endeavor. Gandhiji also
contributed equally in the line and implemented the
idea of tolerance and non-violence in India’s nation-
building process.
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Gandhi Ji, as | see Him

Prof. Tapan Kumar Datta
SACT, Department of Commerce

First they ignore you, then they laugh at you,
then they fight with you, then you win.

- Mahatma Gandhi

andhi came to be known as

Mahatma (great soul) by

Rabindra Nath Tagore for the
courageous, selfless, and nonviolent
methodologies that proved the
holy path he lived as well as his
attempts at instilling reform for the
betterment of his fellow citizens
and the world. In this chapter I like
to understand the path to learning
proposed by this man who was a
metaphor for innocence but who
was also an exceedingly shrewd
tactician and strategist. An attempt
has been made to illustrate Gandhi’s
creative vision of swadeshi, swaraj,
and Satyagraha, and constructs
that he adapted for the building of
living economies and democracies.

ABSTRACT |

The human capacity to work and

the sanctity of effort were central

to his vision of a just and fair

society as well as a prosperous
economy. According to him, the
means of arriving at an end must

be as honorable as the end and the
courage of conviction is what takes

a decision forward. We examine
contemporary career development in
the light of these ideas about work,
effort, and the dignity of labor to
propose Gandhian principles for
career counseling in today’s world.
Gandhism consists of two pillars — (a)
Truth and (b) Non-violence. Thus

he has become an ideal leader of the
world. Gandhiji is my inspiration and
my holy soul.

Keywords: Career Counseling, Dignity of labor, effort,
Exploitation, Gandhi, globalization, social justice, truth, work,
work-based learning, shrewd tactician, metaphor of innocence
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The Gandhi Jayanti was celebrated on 02 October
2018 as beginning of 150 years of celebrating the
Mahatma marked the culmination of the «<Swachhta
Hi Sewa> event. I adore Him and I pay tribute to
Him on this Auspicious Day.

Mahatma Gandhi was born in an illustrious
Modh Baniya caste in the varna of Vaishya on 2
October, 1869 in Porbandar, Gujarat. The name
of his parents are Karamchand Uttamchand
Gandhi and Putlibai Gandhi respectively. He
got married to Kasturba at an early age at 13 in
1883. He had had four children namely Harilal,
Manilal, Ramdas and Devdas.

He went to London to study Law in 1888 and
returned to India . He adopted the vow of
Brahmacharya or celibacy at 36. He went to
South Africa in 1893. He believed that the truth
is much more powerful than weapons. He
adopted Satwagraha in 1906. In May, 1893 he
went to South Africa to work as a lawyer. There he
had hand an experience of racial discrimination.

He was born under British regime and he
wanted to remove India from the clutches of
British Empire and made Indians free from the
iron chains-bounds of the brutal British.

Although he went abroad to practise law, but he
came back to India to serve. He never wanted
to live opulently. He always used to live a very
simple life.

In South Africa for about 20 years, Mahatma
Gandhi also protested against injustices and
racial discrimination using non-violent method
of protests. His simple lifestyle won him
admirers both in India and outside world. He
was popularly known as Bapu (Father).

He was vegetarian and Bhagavad Gita had
put a deep impression and his life was largely
influenced by the Bahagvad Gita.

Mahatma Gandhi was a renowned freedom
activist and a powerful political leader who had
played an important role in the India’s struggle
for Independence against the British rule of
India. He was also considered as the father of the
country. [As recommended by Netaji Subhash
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Mahatma Gandhi played a pivotal role in
the freedom struggle of India. His non violent
ways and peaceful methods were the foundation
for gaining independence from the British. His
nation-wide non-violent protest was his non-
cooperation movement.

Gandhi had realized that the British had been
able to be in India only by the co-operation from
the Indians. Keeping this in mind, he called for
a non-cooperation movement. Gandhi set the
goal of Swaraj or self-governance, which since then
became the motto of Indian freedom movement.

Mahatma Gandhi was the leader of India>s non-
violent independence movement against British rule
and in South Africa who advocated for the civil
rights of Indians. He organized boycotts against
British institutions in peaceful forms of civil
disobedience

Mahatma Gandhi was an empowering leader
because he empowered all Indians on a salt march to
corrupt the British economic system. Since he was
pioneer of Satyagraha, he also motivated a major
partofIndians tounderstand and learnresistance
through non-violent civil disobedience. Gandhi
was a visionary and far sighted leader

There were two pillars of Gandhism — 1) Truth
and 2) Non-violence.

Non-cooperation Movement

Gandhi had realized that the British had been
able to settle in India only because of the co-
operation they received from the Indians.
Keeping this in mind, he called for a non-
cooperation movement.

With the Congress’ support and his indomitable
spirit, he was able to convince people that
peaceful non-cooperation was the key to
Independence. The ominous day of Jallianwala
Bagh Massacre triggered the non-cooperation
movement. Gandhi set the goal of Swaraj or self-
governance, which since then became the motto
of Indian freedom movement.
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During the Second World War, Gandhi was
determined to attack the British Empire to secure
their exit from India. This happened when the
British started recruiting Indians for the war.

Gandhi protested strongly and said that the
Indians cannot be involved in a war that is in
favour of democratic purposes when India itself
is not a free country. This argument exposed the
two-faced image of the colonisers and within
half a decade, they were out of this country.

Salt March

It is also known as the Dandi Movement,
Gandhi’s Salt March is considered to be a pivotal
incident in the history of freedom struggle. At
the Calcutta Congress of 1928, Gandhi declared
that the British must grant India dominion
status or the country will erupt into a revolution
for complete independence. The British did not
pay heed to this. The Salt March that entailed a
390-kilometer or 240-mile march to the Arabian
Sea, where he would collect salt in symbolic
defiance of the government monopoly.

As aresult, on December 31, 1929, the Indian flag
was unfurled in Lahore and the next January 26,
was celebrated as the Indian Independence Day.
Then, Gandhi started a Satyagraha campaign
against the salt tax in March 1930. He marched
388 kilometers from Ahmadabad to Dandi in
Gujarat to make salt. Thousands of people joined
him and made it one of the biggest marches in
Indian history.

The Salt March sparked similar protests, and a
mass civil disobedience was spread across India.
About 60,000 Indians were jailed for breaking
the Salt Acts, including Gandhi, who was put
into jail in May 1930. It was a great success.

Rowlett Act

In 1919, with India still under the firm control of
the British, Gandhi had a political reawakening
when the newly enacted Rowlett Act authorized
British authorities to imprison people suspected
of sedition without trial. In response, Gandhi
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called for a Satyagraha campaign of peaceful
protests and strikes.

Khilafat Movement

Gandhi’s influence on the Muslim population
was remarkable. This was evident in his
involvement in the Khilafat Movement. After
the First World War, the Muslims feared for the
safety of their Caliph or religious leader and a
worldwide protest was being organised to fight
against the collapsing status of the Caliph.

Gandhi became a prominent spokesperson of
the All India Muslim Conference and returned
the medals he had received from the Empire
during his Indian Ambulance Corps days in
South Africa. His role in the Khilafat made him
a national leader in no time.

Kheda

When Kheda, a village in Gujarat, was badly
hit by floods, the local farmers appealed to
the rulers to waive off the taxes. Here, Gandhi
started a signature campaign where peasants
pledged non-payment of taxes.

He also arranged a social boycott of the
mamlatdars and talatdars (revenue officials). In
1918, the Government relaxed the conditions of
payment of revenue tax until the famine ended.

Mahatma Gandhi: Role in Indian Independence
Movement

In the year 1915, Gandhi ji returned to India
permanently and joined the Indian National
Congress with Gopal Krishna Gokhale as his
mentor.

Gandhi’s first major achievements were in
1918 when he led the Champaran and Kheda
agitations of Bihar and Gujarat. He also led Non-
Cooperation Movement, Civil Disobedience
Movement, Swaraj and Quit-India movement
against the British government

Mahatma Gandhi played a pivotal role in
the freedom struggle of India. His non-violent
ways and peaceful methods were the foundation
for gaining independence from the British.
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Gandhi set the goal of Swaraj or self-governance,
which since then became the motto of Indian
freedom movement.

Mahatma Gandhi was an empowering leader
becauseheempowered all Indians onasaltmarch
to corrupt the British economic system. Since
he was pioneer of Satyagraha, he also inspired
all Indians to understand and learn resistance
through non-violent civil disobedience.

Mahatma Gandhi: Death

Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi was
assassinated on 30 January 1948 by Nathuram
Godse. Godse was a Hindu nationalist and a member
of the Hindu Mahasabha. He accused Gandhi of
favouring Pakistan and was opposed to the doctrine
of non-violence

At a Glance:

° In 1930, Gandhi was named the Man of the
Year by the Time Magazine.

° In 2011, Time magazine named Gandhi as
one of the top 25 political icons of all time.

° He did not receive the Nobel Peace Prize
despite being nominated five times
between 1937 and 1948.

e  First Satwagraha started in 1906.

¢ He adopted khadi clothes. He promoted
khadi as a direct boycott of the Lancasline
Cottom Industry.

e He wanted to stop all revolutionary
activities after Chauri chaura outrage in
1922.

“Gandhi was the leader of about a 1, 50,000
Indian expatriates in South Africa, whereas
here, he attempted to be the leader of all 300
million Indians at home. These are the years
where he became a figure of global historical
importance,” the historian explained at the book
launch, which was also a curtain raiser to the
Bangalore Literature Festival to be held in the
last week of October
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“Effectively, he (Gandhi) had four simultaneous
vocations. That of fighting for liberation non-
violently from British rule, promoting gender
and caste equality through social reform,
nurturing interfaith harmony and designing
methods of sustainable economic development
through constructive work,” Guha said,
emphasising on how, in Gandhi’s egalitarian
Hinduism, Ram was also called Allah.

Mahatma Gandhi was the leader who guided
India for attaining Independence. India was
under the British rule for over 250 years. Gandhi
returned to India from South Africa in 1915 at
the request of Gopal Krishna Gokhale.

Gandhi’s contribution to the Indian freedom
movement cannot be measured in words. He,
along with other freedom fighters, compelled
the British to leave India. His policies and
agendas were non-violent and his words were
the source of inspiration for millions.

Conclusion:

Ben Kingsley portrayed Mahatma Gandhi in
the 1982 film Gandhi, which won the Academy
Award for Best Picture.

Therefore, Mahatma Gandhi would be
remembered forever as he spread the message
of non-violence, truth, faith in God and also
he fought for the India’s Independence. His
methods inspired various leaders, youth not
only in India but also out of India. In Indian
history, he is considered as a most prominent
personality and as a simplest person who used
to wear dhoti. He spread the message of swaraj
and taught Indians how to become independent.

The cornerstone on which the edifice of
Gandhi’s life stood was a deep and irrevocable
commitment to truth. This was the searchlight
he unflinchingly turned upon himself. Although
Gandhi derived his ideas from Indian antiquity,
he gave his own interpretation to tradition and
sought to make it compatible with the modern
ideas of individual freedom of choice and
economic freedom. So even though welearn from
the past, like Gandhi, we can never be wedded to
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it. Gandhi sought to question age-old practices
in the religion he practiced and firmly believed
in reforming and improving them. Similarly, the
career counselor too could constantly renew his
or her practice, examining it for relevance and
striving always to make career development a
vehicle for self-realization and service. A final
point that must be highlighted in conclusion is
the way Gandhi lived his own life. He carved
an original path for himself and stayed on that
path with courage and integrity. He epitomizes
for us the deep career guidance principle that
ultimately, the joy of work is its own reward.

He is no more with us but his name is on every
lip of the people of the world. His every word
inspires us all. But at the same time, I think
that only non-violence movement cannot bring
Independence. So, I assume that there is an equal
role of Extremists — freedom fighter’s struggle
like Gandhism theory and both of them have
made the country free.

“No culture can live, if it attempts to be exclusive.”
- Mahatma Gandhi

“Faith is not something to grasp, it is a state to grow
into.”
- Mahatma Gandhi
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ABSTRACT
he study of Mahatma importantly build a link with the
Gandhi’s political strategy and ~ Non Alighed Movement, of which
diplomacy is indivisible to India was and continues to be an

India’s Independence struggle. One indispensible part. The connection
of the founding fathers of India, his that is drawn is to establish the
approach has been unique in dealing  significance of Gandhian strategy not
with not only British colonialism only for India but also its application
but also the complexities of Indian and relevance at the international
society. This article seeks to explore level.
some of those strategies and more
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The foreign policy of a country is its diplomatic
apparatus through which it seeks to serve its
own interests at the international level. The
process of making of foreign policy itself is quite
complex since there are a number of factors that
work to influence the making of foreign policy
of a country. Scholars and readers of foreign
policy making are well aware of various factors,
of domestic and international character, that
influences this process. In the domestic arena,
geography, position of a country, military power,
resources, political leadership and a few other
factors hold sway while in the international
realm, the dynamics of international politics, the
image of a country and various organizations
of regional and international nature may
manipulate the make-up of foreign policy and
its implementation. These factors not only
influence the process of making of foreign
policy but also its very nature. For India, its
movement and struggle for independence has had
a huge impact on its subsequent foreign policy.
This article attempts to explain the same by
exploring a very small part of strategy of a
mammoth political figure in India, Mohandas
Karamchand Gandhi.

In the postcolonial world, at a time when
countries were emerging out of the shadows
of imperialism, a certain mood, of a communal
nature, had gripped these nations. There was
the sense of achievement for the new found
independence as well as an awareness of the
colossal task of nation building in front of them.
The international situation was a turbulent one,
with global politics dividirent right down in the
middle, resulting in two military camps. In this
convoluted environment, the foreign policies
of these countries played a definitive role in
shaping their destinies.

When Indian foreign policy was initiated, it
undertook a unique character. Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru was also the external affairs
minister till the end of his life and had shaped
Indian foreign policy and diplomacy. Mahatma
Gandhi’s influence on Indian foreign policy was
highly evident. In fact, the contribution of the
founding fathers of the country has been etched
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in the Constitution itself, making them and their
ideals indispensible for the construction of the
country post-Independence. The man whose
ideas and principles had led India to its
independence was not to be hastily forgotten. In
fact his ideals shaped Indian foreign policy for
the next couple of decades post-Independence.

In the context of Indian foreign policy, an
initiative with the magnitude of influence on an
international scale was the Non Aligned Movement.
The Non Aligned Movement (NAM) had its origin
in the mid-1900s. The initiative was taken keeping
in mind the interests of the newly independent
countries, emerging from the chains of colonialism
and foreign rule. These countries represented the
continents of Asia, Africa and Latin America and,
India was one of the leaders of this Movement, who
had sowed its seeds. The Bandung Conference
of 1955 is mostly referred to as the precursor to
the establishment of NAM, which was officially
founded six years later in Belgrade. Given the
established bloc politics of the time, the title of the
movement is quite self-explanatory. The countries
had been united in their colonial experience
and struggle against foreign rule in their own
countries. Having gained independence they
did not want themselves to be again drawn into
the opposing camps of United States of America
and Soviet Union. They wanted to independently
exercise diplomacy in the international level. The
aim of this Movement was to provide a liberated
space where these newly independent countries
could maneuver their foreign policies independent
of foreign pressure. Moreover, the movement is
not only about independently conducting foreign
policy but the idea was also to come together as
an alternative force in order to put forward their
demands from the international order, which
were different from the interests of the First World.
Hence, as has been widely touted, it wasn't just
passive but active as the same time.

India was not only one of the leaders of NAM,
non-alignment as a principle was the cornerstone
of Indian foreign policy, especially in the decades
immediately following independence. NAM is one
of the foreign policy adventures of Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru. Yet, the presence of a Gandhian
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influence cannot be denied or ruled out. In fact, the
foreign, and for that matter the domestic, policies
and relations of India has had an unmistakable
Gandhian tinge to it. Mahatma Gandhi being a
founding father of India, his political ideology
has heavily inspired the country’s foreign and
domestic conduct. The present article seeks to
establish a link between Gandhian political ideals
and strategies and the Non Aligned Movement. It
has not only been attempted to demonstrate the
striking strategic similarities between the two. The
similarities point to the wide ranging application
of Gandhian diplomacy.

A lot of similarities can be found between the
diplomacy surrounding the birth of NAM and
India’s predicament under British colonialism. The
backdrop was evidently, mostly similar. The fight
was against colonialism and foreign rule and the
need to independently formulate and execute
self-rule. While India achieved independence
in 1947, the struggle for the countries of NAM
continued in the international arena where there
was no expressly imposed foreign control yet the
international order was one completely dominated
by the Western countries.

Mahatma Gandhi’s contribution to the Indian
independence struggleisenormous. The strategies
formulated and utilized by him have varied
interpretations. It will be attempted here to zero
on a few of the strategies followed by him and
how they have aided in furthering the Indian
cause. The entirety of Gandhian strategy has been
divided here under four heads: personal qualities,
shared qualities, method and political end.

In terms of personal qualities, while there were
many, some of his most renowned ones were
discipline, truth, persistence and simplicity.
Truth and Gandhian political ideology have
often been clubbed together, given the fact that
he had placed supreme importance to it. In
order to understand Gandhian strategy one has
to understand the background and the people
Mahatma Gandhi was working with. One of
the main obstacles that Gandhi was faced with
when he first came on to the independence
struggle was one of disunity among the people.
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In order to struggle against the mighty British
colonial power, the people of the country have
to be united first before they could begin
to face the British. The first step towards
uniting the people was firstly to propagate
certain personal qualities in the society. The
importance that Mahatma Gandhi placed on
truth as a personal quality is demonstrated by
the fact that his own autobiography is titled
using it. Truth was not only to be imbibed in the
society but it was something which was actively
followed by him. Ratan Das, in the book,
Gandhi in the 21°' Century, talks about how truth
had a deeper personal and social meaning
and was not just restricted to its utilization
as a moral practice. Truth essentially meant
the recognition and acknowledgement of
the existence of everyone in the society and
most importantly the fact of universal unity of
mankind. This was based on the realization that
the first and foremost the evil of discrimination
needs to be uprooted from the Indian society
and the people need to be united towards the
common cause. Simplicity was demonstrated
in the way he dressed and was also something
which he propagated. Together these qualities
would enable an individual to carry on the
struggle without either giving up or resorting
to other means. NAM is based on certain
guiding principles which inform the behavior
of the countries which are its participants and
they also determine their attitudes towards
each other. Respecting territorial integrity,
sovereignty, fighting against apartheid and
discrimination, respecting fundamental human
rights, acknowledging equality of all races, these
are some of the principles of the ‘Bandung
Principles” which are the guiding principles of
NAM. The parallelsin the principles or qualities
of these two movements are undeniable. These
comparisons are significant in so far as they
demonstrate that Gandhian political ideology
and strategies have not only been successful in
the domestic sphere. When they are extended to
the international sphere, these strategies have
enabled the coming together of different nations
and different race to find common ground for
furthering a cause that was shared by them.
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Mahatma Gandhi led the movement against
British colonialism through mass struggle. The
significance of his ability to bring together the
people of the country on common ground has
already been established. Mahatma Gandhi had
appreciated the verity of the fact that bringing the
masses together was only half of the work that
was done. These masses once brought together
need to stay together on the path of non-violence
and continue the movement against the British
colonizers in India. Hence, certain virtues were
required which were to be instilled amongst the
people in order to bring about consistency in
their actions. In 1922, some violent activities by
protestors (in retaliation for provocation) had led
Gandhi to call off the ongoing Non Cooperation
movement. This is an instance which is widely
broadcasted by historians and scholars in order to
emphasize not only Mahatma Gandhi’s devotion
to the movement but also to his loyalty towards
the virtues he was trying so hard to instill among
the masses. Discipline would enable the masses
to carry on their undertaking even in the face
of provocation. Furthermore, Mahatma Gandhi
was often let down by the British, so far as their
responses to the protests and promises made by
them were concerned. Perseverance enabled
him and the masses to continue on their political
journey even when confronted with rejection.
Mahatma Gandhi was a true visionary in the way
that he designed the movement of Indian struggle
for freedom. He not only organized the masses,
he also armed them with the traits that will allow
them to bring the movement to fruition. During
the 1970s and 1980s, the countries of NAM
were struggling to bring about a change in the
international economic order, which mostly
served the interests of the First World and were
inimical to their interests, and replace it with a new
organization. Theyreferred toitas the New Internal
Economic Order (NIEO). The countries of NAM
put forward their demands on the platform of the
United Nations General Assembly. Their demands
had an economic as well as a political side to it. In
economic terms, the developing countries argued
for an international order that will accommodate
their interests and help them further along the
path of development. In political terms, it was
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a reminder of the injustices of colonization and
the after effects on the economies of the colonized
world which had been left impoverished owing
to the drainage of wealth by the colonial powers
from the colonized to their own countries. It was a
political plea to demonstrate fairness and provide
the developing world with the space where they
could develop their economies. NAM as a force
continues to operate in the United Nations even
today and has uninterruptedly argued for the
demands and needs of the developing countries
in the international platform. While representing
the Third World it has shown perseverance
in the negotiations with other powers at the
United Nations, revealing a similarity in values
and strategy that Mahatma Gandhi utilized in
the movement for Indian independence. These
similarities are but an indication to the relevance
of Gandhian strategies to political struggles and
movements.

Non Violence and Non Cooperation are two
methods popularized by Mahatma Gandhi
in the political struggle against Britain for the
independence of India. Much has been said and
written about these tactics. They have gone down
in history as a unique and powerful way of protest
and have been emulated in other parts of the world
in the face of struggle. A cornerstone of Gandhian
strategy, and non-cooperation
can be witnessed in the diplomatic tactics
displayed by NAM at the international level. While
violence can be ruled out as a strategy completely,
noncooperation has been the very basis on
which NAM was formed. The countries of NAM
refused to join the bloc politics of the Cold War and
instead sought to determine their own progress
and development and follow an independent
foreign policy with respect to the contemporary
international environment. The political end in
both cases is similar as well.

non-violence

Hence, Gandhian strategies can be viewed as
a blueprint on which NAM was later based.
Although NAM has not expressly claimed that it
has followed Gandhian strategies, the parallels are
quite patent. The aforementioned strategies have
been quite favorable to NAM’s endeavors at the
international level. It will be a mistake to allude
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to the fact that certain strategies and diplomatic
tactics always bring to fruition their intended
goals. Yet a measure of success of a strategy can be
ascertained by the gauging how close they come
to their goals. NAM'’s biggest success has been to
successfully preserve itself as an international
independent bloc of developing nations.

NAM can be referred to as an expression and
outcome of Gandhian principles extended to the
field of foreign policy. Just as Mahatma Gandhi had
united Indiaintheirquestforindependence, likewise
NAM brought together newly independent and
developing countries and provided them a space
in which they could operate their foreign policies
independent of foreign pressure.

As a political strategy, the ideas have worked
not only in the domestic sphere, but have
been effective in the international arena as
well. The newly independent countries had
been at a disadvantage as compared to the
developed Western world. The unity of the
NAM countries was the biggest weapon that
they could utilize against the mighty foreign
powers and their pressures. The discipline that
Mahatma Gandhi taught to satyagrahis, has
a deeper meaning. Such discipline allows an
individual to become determined and able to
withstand against great pressure from outside.
Something as simple as perseverance becomes a
mighty political tool. The same discipline when
extended to the international sphere also reaps
benefits. During the fifties and the sixties, NAM
was mainly extending help to independence
missions in different countries. In the 1970s,
NAM was struggling for the creation of a new
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international economic order which in order
to replace the existing economic order which
only served the interests of the Western nations.
What has been lost in NAM and what gave the
Gandhian strategy the air that breathed life
into it was the energy and activity of the leaders
and the masses. The energy was perpetual till
the last leg of Indian independence struggle.
The same energy has now been lost in NAM. It
was at its peak during the 1970s and 1980s. The
spirit has sputtered out by the end of the 20"
century and the beginning of the 21 century.
Summits are still held, presidents are altered
and the need to keep the movement alive is still
proclaimed. However, their once booming voice
has now lowered to a subdued hum.

The international structure and its politics have
altered and nolonger divided into two solid blocs.
Dependencies and interdependencies have created
a highly complex environment in which NAM is
finding it difficult to flourish. However, NAM has
continued in its journey as a bloc to promote the
needs and aspirations of the developing world.
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ABSTRACT |

he study aims to measure the 2018 contributed by various Indian

growth of research on Swami Universities.

Vivekananda and his thoughts
and ideas. For this study the awarded
Ph.D. theses from Indian Universities
have been taken for consideration.

This paper shows distribution of
awarded Ph.D. Theses in year wise,
university wise, state wise and
subject wise. It also tried to show

For data collection, INFLIBNET Relative Growth Rate (RGR) and
‘Shodhganga: a reservoir of Indian Doubling Time (DT) of the research
theses’ has been taken for the study. output on Swami Vivekananda by

A total number of 85 Ph.D. titles analyzing the awarded Ph.D. Theses.

found from the time period 1963-

Keywords: Russian Revolution, The Modern Review,
Ramananda Chattopadhyay, Pro-Moderate Attitude, Anti
Aggression, Editorial Freedom, Contradiction of Opininion.
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Introduction

Swami Vivekananda (1863-1902) was an Indian
Hindu monk and a key figure in the introduction
of Indian philosophies of Vedanta and Yoga to
the western world (Vivekananda, 2006). He
was one of the most influential philosophers
and social reformers in his contemporary
India and the most successful and influential
missionaries of Vedanta to the Western world
(Mahapatra, 2009). Indian Nobel laureate
poet Rabindranath Tagore’s suggested to study
the works of Vivekananda to understand India.
He also told, about Vivekananda that there
was nothing negative, but everything positive
(Chattopadhyaya, 1999). Swamiji’s contribution
towards Indian society is on great extent. He
contributed towards various aspects of our
society as well as religion, philosophy, education,
social reformation. His thoughts and ideas left
a deep impact in our society. A large number
of documents were written by him and other
writers on his thinking showed the recounted
cultural aspect in our society. His influences are
expressed by these growing documents. So it
is very much important to determine the large
volume of growing documents for identifying
a trend of research, growth of literature,
authorship pattern and publication type.

In this study, the growth analysis of Ph.D.
theses, which are available on ‘Shodhganga’
on Swami Vivekananda and his philosophy,
regarded in the point of discussion. Hence the
descriptive statistical analysis and bibliometric
process has been taken for the work. The
quantitative methods in Science include metric
studies which are known as Bibliometrics.
The term ‘bibliometrics” was coined by British
Scientist Alan Pritchard in 1969. It can be
defined as the application of mathematics and
statistical methods to books and other media of
communication (Pritchard, 1969). Bibliometrics
include studies of the growth of the literature in
some subject, how much literature is contributed
by various individuals, groups, or organizations
or countries; how much exists in various
languages; how the literature on some subject

ISSN: 2454-5279

becomes out of date (studies of obsolescence).
Review of Related Literature

Almind & Ingwersen, (1997); and other writers as
Cronin, (2001); Moed, Debruin, & Vanleeuwen,
(1995), have found a common research tool is
a bibliometric method which had already been
widely applied in scientific production and
research-trend studies in many disciplines of
Science and Engineering. The popularity in the
adaptation of bibliometric techniques in various
disciplines stimulated stupendous growth of
literature on bibliometrics and its related areas.

Rahman, Haque, & Fukui, (2005), published
their paper on bibliometric studies on the
research institutes. Similar paper was published
by Rajendram, Lewison, & Preedy, in (2006). In
their journals papers published on this subject
was also followed by Javed M, in (2008). On the
same subjects, papers were written by Rajendran
, Ramesh Babu , & Gopalakrishnan on (2005).
Besides that, Krishnamoorthy, Ramakrishnan,
& Devi, wrote on the same issue in (2009).
Thus the conventional bibliometric methods
are generally evaluated by the research trend
from different investigating authors and on the
publication outputs of different countries.

The first review on bibliometric empirical
laws was authored by Fairthrone in 1969. The
second important article was published by
Hjerppe in 1980, which contained more than
200 references on bibliometric studies. The most
comprehensive historical review was published
by Hertzel, in the Encyclopedia of Library and
Information Science in the year 1987.

Vaishnav and Deo (1993) studied the area of
computerised information storage and retrieval.
They described a bibliometric study in which
LISA database analyses was there, to discover
the growth of literature of computerised library
and information services, subject wise growth,
authorship trend, authors publishing outlets,
journal literature. It showed the different
distribution in respect to the application of
Bradford’s law.
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Objectives of the study

To measure the quantity of research on
Vivekananda and his thoughts and ideas;

To measure subject wise growth of research
related to the study; and

To measure institutional output of research in
this field

Statement of the problem

The thoughts of Swami Vivekananda on various
social aspects are widely cultured among the
people and society through decades. A number
of authors have their works in this regard which
are needed to be studied and analyzed to see the
trends of literature on Swami Vivekananda. The
great social reformer and society builder had his
thoughts for the youth of our society. Whether
the contributions of Swamiji are still relevant
in the 21st century, is a study; enhanced by a
bibliometric research tool use. The study has
simply defined the relevance through its trend
of research under the Indian Universities.

Methodology

This study incorporated Ph.D. theses by the
various scholars who have done their research
work on Vivekananda’s socio-cultural thoughts.
The entire work is based on analyzing the works
of Swamiji’s thought and its reflection on present
society.

In this study a complete data collection required
for the descriptive analysis of statistical data.
Hence a data collection and its analysis by
statistical tools for the study of social science data
have been done here. A bibliometric analysis
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has been adapted to estimate the growth of
research for establishing wide accessibility of
Vivekananda’s thought and ideas. The work is
based on the study of growth pattern and trend
analysis of the research works on Vivekananda.

The paper described here about the collection
of data, analysis of data and various graphical
presentations of the Ph.D. research work on
Vivekananda’s thought and philosophy have
been considered. The collected information
has been categorized and then it was analyzed
by using various quantitative methods of
computational formulas to achieve the areas
where Vivekananda’s thoughts and ideas
directed the perspective of the philosophy
towards our society.

Since, 1963 to 2018 the data collection demanded
for 56 years, so the class interval of 5 years were
taken. But since 2018 was 125" year of Chicago
Lecture, it came to an individual year.

Scope of the study

Theawarded Ph.D.thesesonSwamiVivekananda
and his thoughts are available on ‘Shodhganga’a
INFLIBNET repository of doctoral dissertations
of Indian Universities. The time period taken for
the research is from the year 1963 to 2018. The
year 1963 has taken as it was the birth centenary
of swami Vivekananda, and 2018 has considered
as for 125" anniversary of swamiji’s ‘Chicago
Lecture’. It had been found that the research
on Swami Vivekananda been undertaken by
various Universities of Indian states in various
languages. In this study, the languages covered
for the consideration of awarded Ph.D. these are
only in English and Bengali.
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Table 1 : Distribution of awarded Ph.D. Theses during 1963 -2018
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SI. No. Year No. of thesis % of Thesis Cumulative no. of | % of Cumulative
Thesis no. of Thesis

1. 1963 — 67 0 0 0 0

2. 1968 — 72 1 1.17 1 1.17

3. 1973 - 77 0 0 1 1.17

4 1978 — 82 4 4.70 5 5.88

5. 1983 — 87 5 5.88 10 11.76

6. 1988 — 92 6 7.05 16 18.82

7. 1993 — 97 6 7.05 22 25.88

8. 1998 — 2002 15 17.64 37 43.52

9. 2003 — 2007 9 10.58 46 54.11

10. 2008 — 2012 23 27.05 69 81.17

11. 2013 —-2017 16 18.82 85 100

12. 2018 0 0 85 100

Table no. 1, showed distribution of awarded
Ph.D. thesesin a class interval of 5 years duration,
during 1963-2018. Here it is also shown the
cumulative frequencies and percentages to show
the number and percentage and cumulative
volume of Ph.D. theses in every subsequent block
of class intervals. It found that in 1968-72 there
was only one Ph.D. theses. In 1998-2002, huge
number of Ph.D. theses that was 15 in number.
2008-2012 had highest number of Theses that

was 23 in number. Again 2013-17 produce 16
numbers of theses. Higher percentage of theses
availability found in the years 1998-2002 (17.64
%), 2003-07 (10.58 %), 2008-12 (27.05 %) and
2013-17 (18.82) and lower percentage in the
years 1968-72 (1.17 %), 1978-82 (4.70 %), 1983-
87 (5.88), 1988-92 (7.05 %) and 1993-97 (7.05 %).
In the years 1963-67, 1973-77 and 2018 no theses
found, either no theses awarded in those year or
it may not uploaded on Shodhganga database.

Figure A: Distribution of awarded Ph.D. Theses during 1963 -2018

25 23
20
15
9
10 a 5 6 5]
5 T
0 0 H B l
T f— T T - T . T T T T T T T G 1
1963— 1968— 1973— 1978— 1983— 1988— 1993— 1998— 2003— 2008— 2013—- 2018
67 72 77 82 87 92 97 2002 2007 2012 2017

In figure A, it had been showed, that the
distribution of Ph.D. theses during 1963-2018. It
had been found the years 2008-12, 2013-17 and

1998-2002 held first, second and third position
consecutively in terms of number of awarded
Ph.D. theses.

Table 2 : Distribution of the awarded Ph.D. theses according to languages

Type of Distribution by language No. of Awarded % of Awarded
document Ph.D. Thesis Ph.D. Thesis
Ph.D. a) English 78 91.76 %
Theses b) Bengali 7 8.24 %

Total 85 100 %
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Table no. 2, showed the language wise Ph.D. theses, 78 theses (91.76%) are in English
distribution of awarded Ph.D. theses in English ~ language and only 7 in number of theses (8.24%)
and Bengali language. Among the collected 85  are in Bengali language.

Table 3 : State wise distribution of awarded Ph.D. Thesis

States No of Thesis % of Thesis Rank
West Bengal 20 23.52 1
Kerala 16 18.82 2
Tamilnadu 9 10.58 3
Andhra Pradesh 8 9.41 4.5
Assam 8 9.41 4.5
Orissa 4 4.70 6.5
Punjab 4 4.70 6.5
Himachal Pradesh 3 3.52 9
Karnataka 3 3.52 9
Uttar Pradesh 3 3.52 9
Gujrat 2 2.35 12
Haryana 2 2.35 12
Maharastra 2 2.35 12
Tripura 1 1.17 14
85 100%

Table no. 3, it showed the state wise distribution =~ by Spearman’s Rank Corellation method. West
of Ph.D. thesis and the rank of states according  Bengal holds highest rank by contributing 20
to the numbers of theses contribution. In the  number of theses, followed by Kerala 2™ rank
study it found that universities and institutions  producing 16 number of theses and Tamilnadu
from 14 states contributed in the research on  holding 3™ rank, producing 9 Theses.

Swamiji. The rank of the states is calculated

Figure B : State wise distribution of Ph.D. Theses
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In figure B, it has shown state wise distribution of Ph.D. theses as reflects in table 3.
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Table 4 : University wise distributions of awarded Ph.D. Theses

University Noof | % ofTheses| Rank
theses
Gaubhati University 6 7.05 1.5
Kerala University 6 7.05 1.5
University of Burdwan 5 5.88 4.5
Univerity of Calcutta 5 5.88 4.5
University of Calicut 5 5.88 4.5
University of Kalyani 5 5.88 4.5
Mahatma Gandhi University 4 4.70 8
University of Madras 4 4.70 8
Utkal University 4 4.70 8
Andhra University 3 3.52 12
Himachal Pradesh University 3 3.52 12
Jadavpur University 3 3.52 12
Puniab University 3 3.52 12
Sri Venkateswara University 3 3.52 12
Acharya Nagarjuna University 2 2.35 17
Bangalore University 2 2.35 17
Chaudhary Charan Singh University 2 2.35 17
Kurukshetra University 2 2.35 17
University of North Bengal 2 2.35 17
Aligarh Muslim University 1 1.17 27.5
Assam University 1 1.17 27.5
Gujarat University 1 1.17 27.5
Guru Nanak Dev University 1 1.17 27.5
Indian Institute of Technology Madras 1 1.17 27.5
Karnatak University 1 1.17 27.5
Madras Christian College (Autonomous) 1 1.17 27.5
Mabharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda 1 1.17 27.5
Manonmaniam Sundaranar University 1 1.17 27.5
Periyar Maniammai University 1 1.17 27.5
Ramakrishna Mission Vivekananda College 1 1.17 27.5
Savitribai Phule Pune University 1 1.17 27.5
Sree Sankaracharya University of Sanskrit 1 1.17 27.5
The University of Poona 1 1.17 27.5
Tripura University 1 1.17 27.5
University of Gauhati 1 1.17 27.5
85 100

Table no. 4, showed that Gauhati University
and Kerala University jointly held highest rank
producing 6 numbers of theses each of which
is 7.05 %. University of Burdwan, Univerity of
Calcutta, University of Kalyani and University
of Calicut all of them are in 2™ position by

contributing 5 numbers of theses each and
Mahatma Gandhi University, University of
Madras and Utkal University all of them are
in 3" position in ranking each contributing 3
number of theses.
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Figure C: University wise distribution of awarded Ph.D. Theses
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In figure C, it has shown university wise distribution of Ph.D. theses. The horizontal axis defined the
name of Universities and vertical axis showed the number of these.

Table 5 : Department / Subject wise distribution of awarded Ph.D. Thesis

Department / Subject No of theses | % of Theses Rank
Philosophy 40 47.05 1
English 11 12.94 2
History 10 11.76 3
Education 7 8.23 4
Political Sc 6 7.05 5
Humanities and Social Science 3 3.52 6
International Relations 2 2.35 7.5
School of Gandhian Thought )35
and Development Studies 2 ) 7.5
Bengali 1 1.17 10.5
Sanskrit 1 1.17 10.5
Vedanta 1 1.17 10.5
Physical education 1 1.17 10.5
85 100

Table no. 5, showed the department as well universities. Followed by English Department,
as subject wise contribution of Ph.D. theses. It  held 2" position by contributing 12.94% theses
had found that 47.05% theses are contributed and History department in 3™ position by
from Philosophy departments of various contributing 11.76 % theses.
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Figure D: Subject wise distribution of awarded Ph.D. Thesis
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In figure: D it showed department / subject
wise distribution of Ph.D. theses. It simply
showed Philosophy department held highest

contribution followed by English, History,
Education, and Political Science other
departments.

Figure E: Distribution of Ph.D. theses according to subjects
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Figure E, showed the percentages of department
/ subject wise distribution of Ph.D. theses
from table 5. It showed highest reflection on
Philosophy, followed by English and History.
Then followed by Education, Political Science,
Humanities and Social Science, International
Relations and School of Gandhian Thoughts
and Development Studies. Bengali, Sanskrit,
Vedanta and Physical Education were in least
number of contribution.

Sanskrit

Vedanta

Physical education
1
1%

Philosophy

Relative Growth Rate (RGR) and Doubling
Time (Dt)

The research  productivity on  Swami
Vivekananda had been calculated, based on
the Relative Growth Rate (RGR) and Doubling
Time (Dt). RGR is the increase in number of
documents per unit of time. This definition
is derived from the definition of relative
growth rates in the study of growth analysis of
individual plants and effectively applied in the
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field of botany (Hunt. 1978), which in turn, had
its origin from the study of the rate of interest in
the financial investment (Blackman, V.H. 1919).
For measuring Relative Growth Rate (RGR)
over the specific period of interval the following
equation has been applied:

Log, Wa—Log, WiLlog, Wy—Log, Wy
E_fE

RGR=1-2RR =

it

Where:

1-2 RR = mean relative growth rate over the specific
period of interval

Log W, = log of initial number of articles
Log, W, = log of final number of articles

2T — 1" =the unit difference between the initial
time and the final time

The year can be taken here as the unit of time.

Therefore 1 — Zﬁ‘(aa_lyear_l)
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1 — 2R(aa " lyear 1)
Doubling Time (Dt)

There exists a direct equivalence between the
relative growth rate and the doubling time. If the
number of documents of a subject doubles during
a given period then the difference between the
logarithms of numbers at the beginning and end
of this period must be the logarithms of number
2. If natural logarithm is used this difference
has a value of 0.693. Thus the corresponding
doubling time for each specific period of interval
and for both documents can be calculated by the
following formula:

Doubling time (Dt) = Log e 2/ RR
Therefore
Loge2

Doubling time for articles Dt (a) = 1-2 RR (aa-1 year-

)
Log e2=0.693

Table 6 : Relative Growth Rate (RGR) and Doubling Time (Dt) of
awarded Ph.D. Theses during 1963 -2018

Sl No of | Cumulative no
No. Year thesis of Thesis Wi w2 RGR DT
1. 1963 — 67 0 0 0 0 0 0
2. 1968 — 72 1 1 0
3. 1973 - 77 0 1 0 0
4 1978 — 82 4 5 0 0.6989 0.6989 0.9915
5. 1983 — 87 5 10 0.6989 1 0.3011 2.3015
6. 1988 — 92 6 16 1 1.2041 0.2041 3.3953
7. 1993 — 97 6 22 1.2041 1.3424 0.1383 5.0108
8. 1998 — 2002 15 37 1.3424 1.5682 0.2258 3.0690
9. 2003 — 2007 9 46 1.5682 1.6627 0.0945 7.3333
10. 2008 — 2012 23 69 1.6627 1.8388 0.1761 3.9352
11. | 2013 -2017 16 85 1.8388 1.9294 0.0906 7.6490
12. 2018 0 85 1.9294 1.9294 0
Table no. 6, showed the relative growth rate  Conclusion

(RGR) and doubling time (Dt) of awarded Ph.D.
Theses during 1963-1968. It had been found
that in the year 1978 — 1982, had highest growth
rate that was 0.6989 and 2013-17, had lowest
growth rate that is 0.0906. It had been found
that doubling time of Ph.D. theses contribution
simply increased from 0.9915 to 7.6490.

Hence, the above study showed that
a)

The great philosopher is remembered in
literature during the years of his birthday
celebrations of 100™, 125" and 150™ years

among the literary classes of our society.
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b) Swamiji is still in our society as a great
ideal.

c¢) The great disciple of Sanatan Hinduism,
Vedantobadi, and nationalist is been in
reminiscence of our knowledge, been
cultivated even more than one hundred
fifty years over, as a philosopher, social
reformer, great orator and man of worship.
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Farm Loan Waivers

is it a Tool to Address Farming Distress

or Political Distress
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ndia faces serious challenges

in the agricultural sector like

fragmented land holdings,
depleting water table levels, poor
soil condition, infrastructure cost
just to pen down a few. In the advent
of such serious troubles farmers are
left with little option and they are
victims of farm debts. Faced with
acute crisis of debt, farmers commit

Key words: Green Revolution, loan waiver,
National Commission
[

ABSTRACT

suicide. To counter this problem both
the state and central governments
come up with the solution of loan
waivers. What we have intended in
this paper is to find out that whether
such waivers can be effective or are
they just a part of a larger political
scheme. This paper is an analytical
study on the loan waiver scheme of
the government.
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India is today familiar with phrases like rural
distress and agrarian crisis and farm loan waivers
have become synonymous to solving this rural
distress. Let us deep dive into this issue and try
to understand the problem, solution avenues
and whether loan waivers can contribute to the
well-being of the farming community in the
longer run.

Historically, starting fromindependence, farmers
in India have been poor people plagued with
lack of access to farm technology, high yielding
variety seeds, fertilizers, proper irrigation,
lack of rural infrastructure, storage facility
and market for farm products. The political
leadership of the country responded in the first
few decades after independence by arranging
farm technology, setting up of fertilizer plants
and arranging access to high yielding variety
seeds through well-known programmes like
Green Revolution. Fundamentally, these efforts
were aimed at improving farm productivity,
which led to a win-win situation both for the
farmers who benefitted from increased income
and the country in general which progressed
towards sufficiency in food production.

With this successinimproving farm productivity,
India, through its farmers, started producing
more and more calories to feed her population.
Simultaneously, efforts at controlling population
growth also started yielding results. Population
still continued to grow, but the rate of growth
slowed down meaningfully. So the erstwhile
logical objective of producing more calories
than ever before for feeding a fast growing
population no longer remained valid as India
transformed from a calorie deficient society to a
calorie surplus society.

However, farm productivity remained at its
historical peak. This success of the farming
community, over a period of time, stagnated the
prices of farm products and in some cases even
caused a decline due to over-supply. Thus their
family expenditure continued to grow with
inflation, but not their income. So, in a way, the
success of the farming community sowed the
seeds of their future misery. Farming, which was
the backbone of the Indian economy, has simply
become a loss making business for the farmers.

The political leadership of the country was

ISSN: 2454-5279

caught somewhat off-guard as they took time
to understand the magnitude and depth of this
rural distress that was slowly turning itself into
a crisis. They needed to respond in some way
so that the large majority of India’s population,
which depended on farming and rural economy,
could “see” that their leaders were sympathetic
to rural distress. Thus the idea of farm loan
waiver was born.

But the basic question remains, can this farm
loan waiver, at all, solve the problem of the
agrarian economy?

Let us first examine whom does the farm loan
waiver schemes benefit? Simply put, waivers
benefit only those farmers who are financially
savvy or are politically connected to get loans
from government run banks or financial
institutions. This leaves out a large section of
small and marginal farmers who have taken
loans from local traders and money lenders, that
too often at high interest rates. Also waivers
sometimes are not applicable for farmers who
hold land above the landholding cut-off criteria,
not because they are well-off but because their
farm lands have low productivity due to lack of
soil fertility and irrigation facility. So only one
section of farmers, often politically connected,
benefit from loan waivers, while the needy set of
small and marginal farmers are left out of these
government schemes.

Loan waivers do not even attempt to resolve the
fundamental issues that lead to indebtness of the
Indian farmers. The vicious cycle of high input
costs of seeds and fertilisers, failed monsoons,
poor procurement price of farm products force
farmers to approach financial institutions,
traders and money lenders to borrow money
that they will never be able to repay leading
them into a debt trap.

The way forward might be the implementation
of the recommendations of the National
Commission of farmers, chaired by Dr M
S Swaminathan, pioneer of India’s Green
Revolution. The Commission, which was
constituted in Nov, 2004 submitted five reports
by 2006 and suggested a “faster and more
inclusive growth” for farmers. The Commission
recommended protection of small farmers,
providing minimum support price for grains as
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well as addressing agricultural risks. It favoured
providing access to farmers for resources such as
land, water, bio-resources, credit and insurance,
farm technology and markets. It also suggested
shifting agriculture to the concurrent list instead
of the state list where it is currently placed.

However, a robust policy driven initiative
to permanently end the plight of the Indian
farmers continues to elude the country as the
political class has repeatedly taken the short-
cut route of loan waivers to entice rural voters
during election time.

In 1990, Central Government led by PM V P
Singh provided debt relief of Rs.10,000/- for
each borrower, in line with his LokSabha
election promise. In 2008, UPA Government led
by PM Dr.Manmohan Singh announced farm
loan waiver of Rs.60.000/- Crores and reaped
rich dividends in 2009 LokSabha elections
when Congress led coalition came back to
power. Several State governments have also
taken such decisions time and again — Haryana,
Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Telengana, Uttar
Pradesh, Maharastra, Rajasthan and Madhya
Pradesh have announced schemes for waiving
off loans or interest.

These waivers have been provided despite the
facts that repeated studies have shown that loan
waivers do not produce the desired results.

A 2013 study by the Indian Statistical Institute,
Kolkata, showed an increase in loan default
after the 2008 relief provided by Central Govt, as
honest farmers repaying loans turned defaulters
post relief.

Also such moves can be counter-productive in
the longer run as financial institutions use their
judgement on financial prudence to become
more cautiousin extending loans observesXavier
Gine and Martin Kanz in a World Bank study.

ICRIER paper in 2015 noted that non-performing
assets of banks increased significantly from
2009-10 to 2012-13 as the farm credit culture
took a hit after the 2008 loan relief provided by
the Central Government.

Loan waivers actually do not even attempt
to resolve few critical problems faced by the
farmers today.
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Fragmented landholdings does not allow
economy of scale and makes farming almost
unviable for small farmers. Consolidation of
fragmented farm lands under government
supervision through co-operative farming,
corporate farming, collaborative farming along
with the use of mechanized farming and use of
technology will improve productivity.

The supply chain bottleneck of the agricultural
industry forces farmers to sell their products at
distress values to middlemen.

Lack of proper storage facility, lack of rural
infrastructure and lack of farm markets
compounds the problems further.

Absence of irrigation facilities in large parts of
the country makes farmers susceptible to the
whims of monsoon

Despite systemic problems, opportunities
also present themselves from time to time, for
example, with the depreciation of the Indian
currency in 2018, export of farm products have
become more profitable than ever before.

In the long term, only a broad based, holistic,
policy driven approach would be able to bring
the farming community out of the current
distress — in which almost 50% of India’s
population remains dependent on agriculture
which contributes to only 15% of GDP. This
results in 52% of agricultural household being
in debt with an average debt of approximately
Rs.47,000/- (as per official data, 2016). But, the
political leadership of the country has repeatedly
used the short-cut of loan waivers as a pain-
killer during elections rather than designing a
holistic agrarian policy framework that would
have acted as a disease-killer.
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‘The Russian Revolution’

as observed by ‘The Modern Review’

Tapasi Ghosh

Assistant Professor & Head, Department of
Journalism & Mass Communication,
Khudiram Base central College

he main aim of the discussion

is to observe the role played by

English monthly newspaper
alias magazine “The Modem Review’
in narrating the all time greatest
uprising, ‘“The Russian Revolution’.
As the newspaper mentioned above
was highest circulated in India in
those days with a good number of
foreign readers, the expectation is
high. But unfortunately “The Modern
Review’ offered a very few number
of articles regarding “The Russian
Revolution” in comparison with other
international events. The ‘'NOTES’
by the editor was surprisingly
dominated by his individual
ideology which is not at all desirable
from India’s first international
newspaper. It is clear that the editor

ABSTRACT |

took a different path from both the
moderate and extremist politics yet
in case of “The Russian Revolution’
he preferred to be moderate by other
means. The great educationist cum
thinker was belonged to the same
group of Rabindra Nath Tagore

who agreed with revolution but

not with antagonism. In those days
as the newspaper was propagating
the views of the editor individually
rather collectively, it was very
important to follow his dogma. When
our history of journalism believed
that “The Modern Review’ created a
new definition in journalism based
on versatility and pragmatism, this
study may differ to think it in other
way. I think it is the high time to re-
visit Indian history of journalism.

Keywords: Russian Revolution, The Modern Review,
Ramananda Chattopadhyay, Pro-Moderate Attitude, Anti
Aggression, Editorial Freedom, Contradiction of Opininion.
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Introduction

If we go through the history of 19th century, the
most important events of the first half were no
doubt the world wars. But another event which
shook the world equally, within the limitation
of sate boundary, was Russian revolution-
both political & social. The revolution had a
multidimensional approach. Every country
reviewed the revolution in its own way. India
was no exception.

In 19" century, Indian press and editors were
immense powerful to form public opinion. It
was mainly the newspapers which explored the
outer world to the common people. India had
already covered a 100 years long journey from
her first publication of newspaper. “The Modern
Review” was India’s largest selling English
newspaper at the time of ‘Russian Revolution’.
It was the first international newspaper from
Indian subcontinent. It had enormous influence
on its reader, both national and international,
for conveying pragmatic views. It covered
important incidents within India as well as
abroad and commented neutrally. What ideas
‘The Modern Review’ expressed regarding ‘The
Russian revolution’ is the area I want to ponder.
But before going through the in-depth study I
have to answer certain questions:

1)  ..Why..Iprefer/The Russian..Revolution.’,
as a topic of discussion:

¢ [t is the epitome of all revolution
¢ [tis significant even after 100 years
¢ It has multidimensional nature

2)  Why I choose to scrutinize ‘The Modern
Review’:

e It reflected internationalism for first
time in Indian journalism

¢ It was the voice of Indian intelligentsia

e It was the highest circulated English
monthly of that time

¢ [t was the first newspaper of India with
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trans-border readers

¢ Though published in 1907 for the first
time yet the editor never showed any
solidarity to any political alliances
while commenting on certain issues

“The Modern Review’ at a glance:

As per Sir Jadunath Sircar “The influence of “The
Modern Review’ in vienna & New York was no
less than in Madras & Lahore”.The newspaper
was started in 1907 as a monthly english from
the editor of renowned Bengali monthly
‘Prabasi’, named Ramananda Chatopadhyay.
Almost all the eminent scholar of that time were
brushed up their knowledge on the pages of the
paper. Till 1943 it was edited by sri Ramananda
Chattopadhyay and after his death his elder son
succeeded the post. “The Modern Review’ was
defending champion of forming public opinion
until another renowned newspaper came out,
‘The economic and Political Weekly” (EPW) in
1949. We found editions of the paper till 1987.
Though the newspaper was flourished in the
backdrop of Surat Congress split yet Ramananda
Chattopadhyay had no solidarity to any form of
the party, either moderate or extremist.

Objective of the Study:
The main objective of this study is.....

to observe the role played by ‘TheModern
review’ concerning “TheRussian Revolution’.

Hypothesis:

Considering the social status of ‘The Modern
review’ a hypothesis can be drawn that like many
other international event “The Russian Revolution’
obviously acquired a vivid description on the
pages of the paper.

Sources

1. PRIMARY: Articles on ‘The Russian
revolution’, published in ‘The Modern
Review’.

2. SECONDARY: Books and other
journals on both the subject. RESEARCH
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Research Methodology

Content analysis is the methodology that
I have to follow to verify the role of ‘The
Modern review” while discussing on ‘Russian
revolution’. Here content means specifically the
articles published in ‘The Modern Review’ on
“The Russian revolution” during a specified time
period.

Time Span

Considering the time period of political
revolution (8th - 16th March, 1917) and social
revolution (7th - 8th nov.1917) in Russia the
time period will be from April, 1917 to February,
1918.

A Content Analysis
(from 1917, April to 1918, February)
Headline of Published | Type of
the Article In Writing

1. The Revolution In April, Notes
Russia 1917 (Editorial)

2. We Rejoice Do Do

3. The EHeFts of the Do Do
Revolution

4. The Changeless Do Do
East

5. India Does Not Do Do
Change

6. The People of India
and the Russian Do Do
Revolution

7. The Rulers of India
and the Russian Do Do
Revolution

8. British Note to
Russia on Allied July, 1917 Do
War Aims

9. President Wilson’s
Message to The Do Do
Russian people

10. Russu.an Mission to Do Do
America
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11. The Secret Polish

In Pre Revolution Do Do
Rusjian

12. The Russian August, do
Situation 1917

13. The Day-Spring In

Russia Sept., 1917 Do

14. Chats With Count

Foreign
. Sept., 1917 o
Tolstoy In America P Periodicals
15. Russian Interest In | January, Foreign
War 1918 Periodicals

As per the Gregorian calendar the political
revolution was started in March, 1917 and the
social one was in November, 1917.1 took the time
span of April, 1917 to February, 1918 i.e. total 11
(Eleven) issues for analyzing the content.

Within these issues a total 300 (three hundred)
number of articles had been published on
different subjects. Among which only a meager
number of 15 (fifteen) was contributed to “The
Russian revolution’. If we want to draw any
statistical conclusion it may appear like the
following.

QUANTITATIVE ANALYSIS

NOTES-12/
FOREIGN PERIODICALS-02/
ARTICLES-01

TOTAL NO. OF WRITE UP-300
ON RUSSIAN REVOLUTION-15

= NOTES
™ FOREIGN PERIODICALS
™ ARTICLE

= TOTAL = RUSSIAN REVOLUTION

Surprisingly I revealed that only 5% space
was allotted to such an important subject.
‘The Modern Review’ was renowned for its
balanced presentation in case of any national or
international matter. But here I found unusual.

Another study shows that out of 15 articles 12
(Twelve) were ‘NOTES’, which we may consider
as now-a-days editorial. In the first half of the
19th century newspapers were pioneered by the
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name of the editor. There was no management
to gag the voice of the journalist. So editor can
propagate his views through his column. Hence
we can say whatever information/analysis we got
from “The Modern Review” about ‘“The Russian
revolution” was editor’s own perception. It is
difficult to believe that only one article was sent
to the paper’s office within this fraction of time.

Now if we check the time of publishing of 15
articles confusion may arise. Out of these 15
articles 13 (thirteen) were published before
Nov. 1917. We all know that social revolution
gathered more hue and cry than the political
counterpart .But here we found the reverse. Not
a single word was discussed in December, 2017
or January, 2018 issue.

THE TREND

COMPARISON OF COVERAGES BETWEEN MARCH & NOV. REVOLT

14

12

10

8

6

4

2
I

1917-APRILTO OCT. 1917 NOV. TO 1918,FEB.

So it is quite clear that quantitatively ‘The
Modern review” had a very poor representation
on ‘“The Russian Revolution. Now if we take a
look to those published articles we are amazed.
The editor said...

‘The Revolution in Russia has been very
sudden.....but however sudden the revolution, it
was not unexpected. And whether expected or
not, the soil has been prepared for it...... (1)

‘The Modern Review’ considered the revolution
as the explosion of desire of common mass. The
editor put such ideas that the revolutionaries
are not nihilist rather administration compelled
them to do such acts. The newspaper depicted
the picture of the revolutionary leaders as
selfless who sacrificed a lot. But these ideas are
not at all absolute because in the same issue we
find another comment of the editor thus...
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“The Russian Revolution has succeeded in spite
of, not because of crimes and bloodsheds and
the assassinations rightly or wronslv associated
with the revolutionary movement. ......... We
must avoid the mistakes of the Russian leaders.
We must work keeping the British connection
intact.”... (2)

So, while comparing ‘The Russian Revolution’
with that of Indian freedom movement ‘The
Modern Review’ was quite skeptic in nature.
The editor commented again

“But the souls of Indians are proof against any
such agitation”... (3)

It was just 10 years after the surat congress split
and India saw different extremist movement.
Quoting Amalesh Tripathi I can use an
information which may clear the idea that we,
the Indians are not at all afraid of any extremist
movement.

Year Bombing | Murder | Dacoity | others Total
1907 - 1 3 3 5
1908 6 9 8 - 23

Confusion arises when the newspaper opined
to follow the Russian leaders but in fact not
a single word was mentioned for Lenin,
Plekhanov, Matrov or Trotsky on the other hand
‘The Modern Review’ was the first newspaper
to publish about Karl Marx...(4) What a
Contradiction! Another example which I want
to discuss here that revolution in Ireland or
Labour uprising in Fiji was covered thoroughly
on the pages of “The Modern Review’ but the
most popular social revolution in Russia was
neglected discourteously.

The Role of the Editor

In those days newspaper was renowned by
the name of the editor. Newspapers were
less newspaper and more viewspaper.The
editor was propagated his views through the
pages. ‘The Modern Review’ was different.lt
maintained a balance between news and views.
Sri Ramananda Chatterjee,an educationist cum a
great thinker was belonged to the same genre of
Rabindra Nath Tagore.He offered indomitable
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‘NOTES’ (it is as similar as editorials) which
formulated strong public opinion.Sri Chatterjee
was that kind of a writer who could focus on
the change of the society through his pen but
never crafted a literature to make changes in the
society. He was agreed with revolution but not
with aggression. This can be the reason behind
the newspaper’s non-objective behavior to ‘“The
Russian Revolution’.

In a Nutshel

1. The most popular NOTES were balanced
but lack of impartiality

2. Editor’s ideology influenced selection of
subject

3. Editor advocates to remove violence but
suggests no alternative

4. Editor’s favoritism encourages contradiction
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Thus we can conclude,

1.The Modern 9.dishonored
N the role of the
Review
ress \
of / and thus

2 a HISTORY OF  ( sheideotogy
Chattopadhyay INDIAN
Examined / JOURNALISM To satisfy
MAY BE 7.biasness
REVISITED

With less l
. 5.International
—

Than any While comparing
other it with

and promoted

6.Indian
freedom
Struggle
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and the Budding Selfhood of the Afro-American Woman
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The Act of Infringement
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frican American literature is

rooted in America by writers of

African descent. The primary
origins of this genre can be traced in
the 18 th century when writers like
Philips whitely and Oiaudah Equiano
were writing about, slave narratives
and the Harlem renaissance. Today,
Afro- American literature is accessible
to all because of the contribution of
authors like Toni Morrison, Maya
Angelo, Alice walker, Walter Mosley
and Gloria Naylor who are now
ranked as the top writers in the
United States. Black feminism is the
acknowledgement that women of
colour have been oppressed by sexism
and racism and that women of colour
have their own agenda.

No doubt, that, it can be cast on
the fact that the concept of identity
has been a pivotal issue in the
comprehensive understanding  of
African culture and literature ; the
predominance of this subject is mainly
due to the segregation and oppression
practiced against the black race since
the beginning of history. Thus, the
African women authors dedicate their
achievements to promote a sense of
belonging and deep-rootedness of

their black identity. Such feeling of
belonging may be seen as a co-relative
activity to the constructing of one’s
racial identity; attitudes, which has
been labeled as a continuous process
of psychological nigrescence. Ever
since the publication of DU BOIS’S
illuminating book, THE SOULS OF
BLACK FOLK, the incest prevailing
among the men and women of
colour has become a subject of
study and research. Incest stories
and incest themes have provided
specific challenges and opportunities
for African writers, because incest
has long been associated with the
marginalized and with the people of
colour.

In my paper, I will discuss about the
female adolescent incest victims and
their personalities, self-esteem and
family orientation. I will also consider
and examine the current needs to
understand and help the female
adolescent victims of intra-familial
sexual abuse. The purpose of the
study is to identify their personality
profiles, gain information about their
self —esteem and discover their views
about their own families.

Keywords: The Bluest Eye, The Color Purple, The Women of Brewster
Place, Just Above My Head, Push.
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The objective of this paper is to study the
elementary causes, implications and effects of
the act of sexual abuse of women in three novels
by African—American women writers - The
Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison, The Women of
Brewster Place by Gloria Naylor and The Color
Purple by Alice Walker. Claudia, one of the
narrators in The Bluest Eye, talks about Pecola’s
incestuous rape and succeeding loss of reason
in the Preface to The Bluest Eye and concludes
: “There is really nothing more to say — except
“why ?” But since “why” is difficult to handle,
one must take refuge by heaping indignation
upon the rapist. “But How?” (Arens, 79)

In this paper I shall try to answer this difficult
question of “why’ such an act occurred not only
to Pecola, but also to Lorraine and Celie in the
novels, mentioned earlier, respectively. Such a
psychiatry will essentially and instinctively help
to reduce the make suffer of the marginalized
women and not only on the victim herself but
also on the entire community as a whole. A
trend of succession on the part of the victim’s
ability to overcome the shock of rape can be
noted in these three novels. Pecola, Lorraine and
Celie act in response to the anecdotes they face;
another way of response is an emerging selfhood
to their agonizing affliction and one detects a
movement in them from hush to verbalization
of the taciturn voice.

Today’s world is drastically transmuting by the
advancing tide of globalization. New budding
women writers are composing poems based
on the marginalization of women and they
have accepted upon themselves the heavy
undertaking of their crusade against established
customs. The term “new woman” implicatively
suggests women with a new view on life and
every woman will experience the attitudinal
transformationin her lifespan. The new powerful
woman who comes forth out of the oppression
prevalent in the society becomes more self-
confident, adept, competitive and self-guiding
and she reclaims her individuality, personality
or identity in the society with incipient rules
which she has redefined with her feminine
sensibility and feminist awareness.
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The idea of the new woman is beyond all
the boundaries of the female and they are
committed to wage a war against the prevalent
strong patriarchal system in which caste, class,
gender, sex and race are simultaneous factors of
oppression. The new woman is born out of the
violence, molestation and psychological torture
of the society. Women, today has reached the
forefront of the society for maintaining human
connection between men and women and to
enable men and women to be pro-convivial
with better considerate and interpersonal
relationship.

The act of violation and the search for the
emerging selfhood of the Afro-American women
is the primary topic of this paper (A study with
reference to Toni Morrison’s The Bluest Eye,
Gloria Naylor’s The Women of Brewster Place
and Alice Walker’s The Color Purple).

“What happens to a dream deferred?
Does it dry up?
Like a raisin in. the sun?

Or fester like a sore -

And then run?
Does it stink like rotten meat?
Or crust and sugar over

Like a snippy sweet?

May be it just sags?
Like a heavy load.

Or does it explode?”

This poem by Langston Hughes titled “Harlem’
forms the epigraph of Gloria Naylor’s first
novel, The Women of Brewster Place. This
poem aptly sums up the condition of the African
- Americans in the post - Civil Rights era. The
shift in the critical gaze from the external to
the internal world of the black neighborhood
distinguishes the novels written at that time.
Viewed in this light, Toni Morrison’s The Bluest
Eye (1970), Gloria Naylor’s The Women of
Brewster Place (1982) and Alice Walker’s The
Color Purple (1982) focus on the act of inter-
racial rape of the black women.
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Toni Morrison’s The Bluest Eye is divided into
four chapters named after the seasons. Ironically,
the year 1940 in the novel begins in autumn
which symbolize fall instead of the usual. Spring
which symbolizes youth and beauty.

Barbara Christian comments:

“[In] Autumn ... begins the book because Pecola’s
story will not be the usual mythic one of birth,
death and rebirth, from planting to harvest to
planting. Her story will proceed from pathos to
tragedy and finally to madness as the earth will
not accept her seeds.” (122)

In spring, fertility cremation are cyclically
reenacted, yet, Pecola is raped by her father in
this season; ironically this is the only from ‘love’
of that she is to know from her birth. Morrison
presents Pecola as a young girl who yearns for
blue eyes and the blue eyes become a metaphor
of desire to gain beauty, acknowledgment and
visibility in a society where the prevailing
standard of beauty is essentially white. Pecola
is scorned even by some people of her own race
owing to her skin colour and ugliness. She is
distanced from her own mother, Pauline and
she addresses her mother as Mrs. Breedlove
while the white child of Pauline’s master calls
her by the endearing name, “Polly”.

Pecola’s father, Cholly Breedlove bears a
surname which proves to be nastily tongue in
cheek when his attempt to show his ‘love’ to his
daughter which has an inexcusable outcome.
Cholly’s incestuous rape of his daughter is a
convoluted act defying any one-dimensional
elucidation. While Pauline’s self- detestation
stems from approbation for white standards
and white preferences and is overcome through
the self-righteousness of her religion, Cholly
presents an inversion of conventional standards
objectification and sexual-objectification. This
is the upshot of a history of distortions of the
principal relationships and rituals of his life.
Cholly had been deserted by his mother when
he was only four days old and his father had
disappeared almost without more to-dos after
his birth. Cholly’s only familiarity of his father
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was his name, Samuel Fuller. His search for his
father had led him to a murky alleyway dice
game where Cholly was looking for only her
father. Such events had made Cholly both “anti
- and asocial”. Morrison writes about Cholly’s
unawareness of the role of a parent:

“Having no idea of how to raise children, and having

never watched any parent raise himself, he could not
even comprehend what such a relationship should
be. Having being denied primary socialization,
Cholly is not sufficiently expert of apposite paternal
performance.”

Cholly’s first sexual know-how had been with a
young country girl named Darlene but that had
got indistinct is his mind forever because of the
intrusion of two white men who had turned the
altercation into a public pleasure show. Cholly
had been unable to refuse to comply with the
white men and his mortification had resulted
in a displaced emotion of disgust for the girl:
“Cholly had not hated the white men; he hated,
despised the girl” (31). Cholly had “hated the
one [Darlene] who had created the situation,
the one who bore witness to his failure, his
impotence” (118). Cholly had been initiated into
the rituals of potency and impotency, of clout
and incapacity and it was Darlene who was a
testament to both. Thus Cholly’s cowed rant
and rave to attain an outlet in a displaced and
misplaced manner against her.

Cholly’s lack of wakefulness of a fatherly role,
the incredible nature of his displaced emotions
combined with his drunken state was the factor
that led to the flouting of his own daughter. The
various ways in which society had conditioned
Cholly to control him; had the effect of denying
him as a socially acceptable man who is capable
of expressing an authentic human emotion. The
inversion in Cholly’s role from a drooping victim
[in front of the white men] to an active violator
[with respect to Pecola ]; reveals the manner in
which the malaise of racism has affected the
entire black community and has resulted in the
upholding of the process of sexual conquest
. Cholly’s ‘bump into” with Pecola is also a
reliving of his first meeting with Pauline but
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tinged with the know-how with Darlene. When
Cholly sees Pecola in the kitchen, his stance are
a combination of violence and love.

“The sequences of his emotion were distaste,
culpability, compassion, and then love. His
repulsion was a reaction to her young, helpless,
hopeless presence..... The clear statement of her
wretchedness was a finger pointing to the colour
of her skin.” (The Bluest Eye, 111)

“He wanted to break her neck - hut tenderly
[emphasis mine]. Guilt and impotence rose in a
bilious duct.... But ... she shifted her weight on one
foot scratching the back of her calf with her toe... that
was what Pauline [his wife] was doing the first time
he saw her .... It filled him then with a wondering
softness.....tenderness, protectiveness. A desire to
cover her foot with his hand and gently nibble away
the itch from the calf with his teeth... He did it then,
and startled Pauline into laughter. He did it now.”
(127-128).

The circle of love-hatred seems to be completed
in this chapter and Cholly tries to somehow
reconcile the love - hate emotion within Pecola,
his wife and himself. As Donald B. Gibson says:

“Morrison does not tell us that what Cholly does to
Pecola is all right; rather she says that what happens
is very complicated [emphasis mine], and that though
Cholly is not without blame for what happens to
Pecola, he is no less a victim than she.”

Pecola becomes pregnant as an outcome of her
incestuous rape but her baby dies. The shock
of her experience leads to the loss of her good
sense and she thinks that she has acquired the
bluest eye which she desired so earnestly so that
she is not despised by everyone:

“The damage done was total .... She flailed her arms
like a bird in an eternal, grotesquely futile effort to

fly ..”

Everyone in the town understands Pecola’s
circumstances which have been caused by
the inversion of natural order due to the
unnaturalness of human action. They cannot
look at her because, as Claudia says; “All of us
— all who know her - felt so wholesome after
we cleaned ourselves on her” (163). It was as if
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all the townsfolk had contributed to her rape.
Claudia feels that Pecola’s insanity is “the fault
of the earth, the land of their town” (164). Like
Pecola, Sula in Morrison’s second novel, Sula
(1974), is also like a widespread pariah and
gives a focus to the community through which
they achieve some unity, at least temporarily.
Pecola’s madness is used by the townsfolk as
evidence of their own sanity, their own strength,
their own beauty. This need that human beings
continually exhibit for a scapegoat, so that they
can justify themselves, is one of the mysteries
of human existence that Morrison consistently
explores in her novels.

In The Women of Brewster Place, Gloria
Naylor interweaves the stories of seven women
who live in a poor section of a large unnamed
city akin to New York. The novel was meant
to “celebrate the female spirit and the ability
to transcend and also to give a microcosm of
Black women in America - Black women who
are faced by a wall of racism and sexism”. (11)
The last two protagonists of this novel are dealt
with in the chapter titled “The Two”. They are
Theresa and Lorraine, a lesbian couple, who
had to shift constantly owing to the disapproval
they met everywhere because of their "asexual
orientation. Such feelings of homophobia are
not absent ever in Brewster Place. (12) However,
there is a change in the attitude of the women
after Lorraine is gang- raped by C.C. Baker and
his friends.

Among the two girls, Theresa is harsh, brawny
and possesses lucidity about her own self.
While she is self-defined, Lorraine is otherwise
- defined. Gradually, Lorraine develops a close
relationship with the janitor, Ben, who becomes
her stand-in father. The fostering of this father-
daughter relationship brings about a change
in Lorraine and makes her feel more sheltered
and self-defined. Lorraine first encounters the
C.C. Baker gang of boys on the street. Naylor’
suggests that individually the boys are non-
entities but collectively they mirror each other
and can know they are alive.

Naylor writes:
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“ C.C. Baker was greatly disturbed by the
thought of a Lorraine. He knew of only one way
to deal with women other than his mother....
And the thought of any women who lay beyond
the strength of its power [the phallic power] was
a threat.”

The thought of Lorraine being in a self-
contained relationship with Theresa without
needing a male figure poses a threat to C.C.
Baker’s concept of his adult years. His belittling
observations directed towards Lorraine are
effectively rebuffed by Kiswana who makes
C.C. Baker a laughing - stock before his friends.
Lorraine’s smile at that moment rouses a passion
in C.C. Baker who threatens her by saying: “I'm
goanna remember this Butch!” (127)

Lorraine decides to take the back alleyway one-
day, in order to go to Ben’s room. This alley is
C.C. Baker’s terrain and Naylor suggests that
“These boys know the extent to which they have
power in the worried, and it is limited to this
passageway in Brewster Place”.(56) Without
the means to assert themselves in the world or
to control their own lives, these boys fix on to
avert their run over Lorraine by raping her. In
this manner, they try to make her give way to
the existing patriarchal clout relation to which
Lorraine does not conform.

According to Kashinath Ranveer :

“[1t is] ... their need to establish their sense of
macho spirit” that forces them to commit the rape.
However, their aggression is rooted in their repressed
manhood, walled off in the “dead-end street” of
Brewster Place. Sometimes a place can take on the
characteristics and functions of a living character.
Naylor develops Brewster Place as vividly as if it was
a living, breathing person”.(99)

Unable to rebel against the social-economic
forces, which had built the constricting walls,
the C.C. Baker gang boys resort to intimidate
women of their own race by molesting them.
The displaced fume seething inside them is
akin to that of Cholly’s inn in Morrison’s The
Bluest Eye. These boys are unable to transform
their communal clout into a productive act that
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would make available affirmative perceptions
of the black male self. Marvin Wolfgang’s
theory of “the subculture of violence” helps
in understanding the actions of the C.C. Baker

gang.
Susan Brown Miller simplifies it by saying:

“Within the dominant value system of our culture
there exists a subculture formed of those from the
lower classes, the poor, the disfranchised, the black,
whose values often run counter to those of the
dominant culture, the people in charge. The dominant
culture can operate within the laws of civility because
it has little need to resort to violence to get what it
wants. The subculture, thwarted, inarticulate and
angry, is quick to resort to violence; indeed, violence
and physical aggression become a common way of
life. Particularly from young males, using Beth E.
Schneider’s phrase describing lesbianism, Lorraine
poses to be a “challenge to patriarchal institutions”
and the C.C. Baker gang counters this challenge
by attempting to “invade and thus humiliate their

victim’s physical integrity, her private space”. (101)

Naylor’s modus operandi of portraying the rape
- scene of Lorraine draws our attention to the
fact that the prey ceases to be an erotic entity
subjected to the organizer of the reader’s gaze.
Instead, the gaze, like Lorraine’s, is directed
outwards. The violator’s becomes detached
and objectified before the reader’s eyes as it is
reduced to “a pair of sued sneakers”, “a face”
with “decomposing food is its teeth” (169).
As the leader’s view ceases to perpetuate the
victimizing stare of the rapists, the subject/ object
locations of violator and victim is reversed.
Naylor also writes about the resulting assault of
the rape on Lorraine’s consciousness:

“Then she opened her eyes and they screamed ...
The screams tried to break through her corneas out
into the air, but the tough rubbery flesh sent them
vibrating back into her brain, first shaking lifeless the
cells that nurtured her memory. Then the cells went
that contained her power of taste and smell. And last
that were screamed to death were those that supplied
her with the ability to love- or hate.” (170-171).

after her rape,
chaos”,

Ironically, Lorraine, in a
“profound mental sees a brick
unknowingly into Ben’s face leading to his

Khudiram Bose Central College = 103



PRAGYA - A Peer Reviewed Academic Journal

death. This operation is interpreted by Usha
Bande as the representational killing of a father
who cast her off and the repeated blows seem to
be a revenge on those, who have contributed to
Lorraine’s misery.

This can also be viewed as a metaphorical
act through which Lorraine strikes a blow at
the patriarchal classification which chose to
put her within its confines. Lorraine’s ‘blood
sacrifice’ unites the other women of Brewster
Place. The final chapter of the novel, “The Block
Party”, suggests a new order resulting from the
utter chaos surrounding the brutal rape, and
subsequent death of Lorraine.

“The women realize the interconnectedness of
their individual experience and this fosters a
feeling of sisterhood among them. Images of
Lorraine have entered the unconscious thoughts
of all the residents and their dream is haunted
by the image of “the tall yellow woman in the
bloody green and black dress”

The women work in order to break down the
wall stained by Lorraine’s blood. Grippingly,
Theresa, Lorraine’s lesbian partner, who was
also rejected earlier, also becomes a part of the
women’s group that breaks down the wall. This
is symbolic of the removal of all barriers among
the women and an expansion of their constricted
world. Even after her death, Lorraine is the
force that strengthens the bond of a united spirit
among the women of Brewster Place.

In Alice Walker’s The Color Purple, the injured
party is Celie who is raped by her stepfather,
Alfonso and, later by her husband Mr.——
or Albert. As compared to Lorraine is The
Women of Brewster Place who dies after her
gang rape and Pecola in The Bluest Eye, who
becomes psychologically misbalanced after
her incestuous desecration, Celie is a survivor.
Among the three victims discussed in this
paper, Celie is the only one who succeeds in self-
assertion and establishes an alternate identity
outside the patriarchal power structure.

At a young age, Celie is raped by her stepfather
time after time [though at that time Celie thinks
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him to be her own ‘Pa” and feels even more
tortured after her rape]. After marriage, Albert
violates her under duress and the latent cause
behind these acts can be traced to Audre Lorde’s
inspection of the brutalizing end product which
tribal coercion has on black masculinity:

“Exacerbated by racism and the pressures cuff
powerlessness, violence against black women
and children often becomes a standard within
our communities, one by which manliness can be
measured”.

As Susan Brown miller puts it, it is through
the act of rape that “the perpetuation of male
domination over women by force occurs”. Celie’s
stepfather threatens her: “You better, never tell
anybody but God. It'd kill your mammy”. Celie
is silenced and like Morrison’s and Naylor’s
protagonists, she experiences the nullification of
partisanship and voice allied with the act of rape
by the Philomela myth.

When Celie is beaten and raped by her husband,
she imagines: “1 say to me, Celie, you are a tree”
(22). To avoid the act of rape innately makes us
evocative and redolent of the Philomela myth
connecting rape, silencing and complete erasure
of the feminine subjectivity. In The Bluest
Eye. Pecola’s attempts to tell about her rape
are silenced by her disbelieving mother and
she speaks only in interior monologues with
a make-believe friend at the end. In Pauline’s
refusal to acknowledge the truth, an acceptance
of the existing power system can be discerned.
In The Women of Brewster Place, Lorraine can
utter only one word “Please, Please” (173).

Rape can thus be viewed as a central trope
in these texts for the mechanism whereby a
patriarchal order writes domineering dictates
on women’s bodies and minds destroying
both voice and uniqueness. However, Walker
re-envisions this Philomela myth through an
alternative methodology of language. She
endows her Philomela [Celie] with a voice to
resist the violent patriarchal inscription of male
will onto a silent female body. When Celie is told
to be silent after her rape, she starts confiding to
God in her letters. By this practice, she creates
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resistant narratological versions of events
that ultimately preserve her selfhood: “When
that [her sexual violation] hurt, I cry. He [her
stepfather] start to choke me, saying you better
shut up and get used to it. But I don’t never get
used to it”. (3)

Susan Brown miller has commented:

“Rape by an authority figure can befuddle a
victim.... Authority figures emanate an aura
of rightness; their actions cannot easily be
challenged” (30). But Celie’s statement: “1 don't,
never get used to it”, demonstrates that she
knows her Pa’s actions are reprehensible and
she refuses to live by his imperatives. By writing
about her rape, Celie also externalizes her
experience so that they do not destroy her like
Pecola and Lorraine in Morrison and Naylor’s
novels respectively. Celie also confides to her
beloved Shug about it and her own written and
spoken version of events, which emphasizes
her cognizance functions as a counter point to
her own earlier erasure of body and identity.
(31) In this novel. Walker revises the archetypal
paradigm depicting rape as an event that
encapsulates women in patriarchal plots as the
site of silence, abuse and madness. Celie’s rape
marks the beginning of a prolonged struggle
towards self-discovery and articulation of this
awareness. Celie stops addressing her letters to
God and starts writing to her sister.

Nettie in the second half of Walker’s novel ,in
these letters Celie affirmatively establishes
an alternative identity of herself using, Lhe,;
she used two signatures in her letters - “Your
loving sister, Celie” (208) and “Your Sister,
Celie / Folkspants, Unlimited” (182), indicate
the contours of her newly found identity. Celie’s
insistence on her desire for Shug also formulates
an alternative to being objectified as an absence
in a male - dominated world. She also learns
to retort emphatically to her husband’s insult
saying : “The jail you plan for me is the one in
which you will rot, I say”(176).

Celie’s intimate relationship with Shag renews
her belief in her own self and she acquires self
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- sufficiency by becoming a seamstress. Celia’s
vocation metaphorically suggests the (re)
shaping of her life by a conscious effort made
on her part. This retrieves as well as refigures
the Philomela myth. Unlike Philomela’s tapestry
/ text, Celia’s sewing functions as an alternative
methodology of language that is far removed
from violence and victimization.  Celia’s
attainment, of self— empowerment is further
suggested by the type of dress she makes. The
use of vibrant colour like red and purple reveal
her present temperament. It is noteworthy that
purple is the color that forms the uppermost
band of the rainbow. This implicitly suggests
that Celie has reached the zenith of her self-
development.

Surprisingly, the concluding part of The Color
Purple unusually brings Celie and Albert close
to each other. Celie undergoes a change in her
feelings for her husband and says: “He isn’t
Shag but he begin to be somebody I can talk
to” (233). Albert start stitching together with
Celie and becomes a part of her community.
When her sister, Nettie, arrives from Africa,
Celie introduces both Shug and Albert as “my
peoples” (243). Thus Albert’s transformation
and inclusion is an indicator of the fact that the
cycle of violence can.

In the three novels discussed so far, the act of
rape stems from diverse causes rooted in the
African - American male psyche. If read as an
acronym, the word * RAPE’ can be read as the
expression of ‘Repressed Aggressive Patriarchal
Energy’ of Cholly in The Bluest Eye while in
The Women of Brewster Place it becomes a *
Rebellious Assertion of Powerless Existence’
of the C.C.Baker gang. In context of The Color
Purple the same word can be decoded as the
‘Repressive Assault of Passive Entities’ like Celie
by her stepfather and her husband.

Interestingly, while studying the aforementioned
novels, a progressive trend running through
them cannot simply be overlooked. In The Bluest
Eye, Pecola loses her good sense and remains
in an ‘immobile” state while Cholly deserts his
family after burning his house and subsequently
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dies. Pecola remains only as a scapegoat of her
own neighborhood. A progression from this
occurs in The Women of Brewster Place where,
in spite of Lorraine’s brutal death after her gang
- rape, the communities of women draw their
strength from her ‘blood sacrifice’. Her “absent
presence” fosters the community’s growth and
development and her lesbian partner, Theresa,
is also not excluded from it. However, it is only
in The Colour Purple that Celie undergoes self
-- development and establish her identity at
the end. It is also accompanied by the violator.
Albert’s transformation once rape is renounced
as an instrument of male domination, once the
rapist changes and is included in a new social
order where he can engage in “feminine”
activities [like sewing] and be part of the
‘feminine” language, society can move towards
a more equitable relationship between men and
women.

Among the violators, Cholly is an escapist while
the C.C. Baker gang cannot take on board their
collective power towards a positive direction..
But in Alice Walker’s The Color Purple, the
violator, Albert undergoes a metamorphosis.
Here, using again the aid of acronyms, we can
say that the “MALE” [Albert] with ‘Manifested
Aggressive Libidinal Energy’ is transformed
under theinfluence of the “FEMALE” [Celie]who
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can be regarded as the ‘Fulfilled Emancipated
[Self] Minus Aggressive Libidinal Energy’.
Thus a sense of completion is attained both by
men and women in this novel. This is in keeping
with Alice Walker’s “womanliest” philosophy
that she elucidates in her. In Search Mothers’
Gardens (1983) as a “commitment to the
endurance and wholeness of people, male and
female.”

This progression, if extended further in the black
- white racial context, may lead to a possibility,
however unselfish or selfless it may sound, we
can at least think of a peaceful co-existence of
complementary forces in a pluralist system
where harmony will replace tension. This
new standard is meant to be racially inclusive,
allowing blacks to see black as beautiful; but
the need to discuss this proposition is to reveal
how firmly the white standard of beauty was
entrenched. Morrison’s concern with oral black-
American traditions is to portray the way
readers may react after reading the very first
lines of Claudia’s prelude.

The music and silence of Pecola and her blue
eyes deconstruct the white standards of beauty.
Maureen in The Bluest Eye is the unexamined
other, for whom the other characters of the
novel confront social hypocrisy.
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India welcomed LGBTQ

Embedded within a mixed emotions

Payal Bose

SACT, Journalism and
Mass communication

hen it comes to state what

an ideal developed or

developing country is, I think
it is very important to see beyond its
economy. We should also refer to how
morally advanced it is. So here comes
the historic decision taken by the
Indian judiciary system which took
India a step forward in the journey of
transforming itself into a developed
country from being a developing
one. This article showcases that how
from a typically orthodox mentality;

the Indian mass organically adapted
the changed notion about the LGBTQ
community. It was an epic journey
which gave the LGBTQ community
its much awaited social acceptance
and the freedom to express their
way of leading life. However on the
contrary , is the scenario same for
everybody, will the whole of India
accept the LGBTQ society equally
or will there be any negativity still
existent, are some of the questions
which lay hidden within us.

Keywords: Female- Sexuality—Feminism-Female
Voice-Female Protagonists-Fight against Patriarchy.
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India has always been a ground of surprise, be
it the recognition of the third gender, the ban of
triple talaq or the fast track trial of rape. However
India went way ahead with the modernisation
protocol with the social acceptance of the LGBTQ
community. It once again proved that we are no
way less than the so called developed countries.
Moreover it gave the LGBTQ community its
much awaited freedom and courage to break
free from the societal clutches and communicate
freely about their sexual orientation.

However things were not same and so easily
achieved back then in the yester years. On the
night of February8,2010, ShrinivasRamachandra
Siras was caught red-handed with his alleged
lover, a rickshaw puller. A professor at one of
India’s premier University, the Aligarh Muslim
University, Siras became a sensation overnight,
for all the obvious reasons. He was suspended,
forced to leave his staff quarters and boycotted
socially for his sexual orientation . Two months
later, he committed suicide. At the time, no one
enquired about the violation of Professor Siras’s
privacy and his right to sexual freedom, despite
the decriminalization of homosexuality a year
before in a historic judgement by the Delhi High
Court.

In 2013, the situation became even worse for
people of the LGBTQ community, who then
became legal offenders when the Supreme Court
of India overturned the judgement, upholding
the archaic Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code.
Section 377, a remnant of India’s colonial past,
criminalizes sexual activities between humans
of the same sex, including anal and oral sex, as
“against the order of nature.” The law, which
became a part of Indian Penal Code during the
British Raj in the 1860s, was surprisingly upheld
for many years despite the former colonial
power getting rid of the same legislation in 1967.

Thelast five years have seen many protests, anger
and resentment following the criminalization of
homosexual activities. Like Ramachandra Siras,
the private lives of many homosexual people
came under scrutiny. It was not uncommon to
hear stories about gay people being rounded
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up in public or blackmailed with a jail term.
Transgenders, who have access to education
and health care, suddenly saw themselves
facing ajail term if they chose to maintain sexual
relations in private.

In some instances, those who faced charges
under Section 377 were denied promotions or
directorships in firms. All this in a country that
has a history of homosexual relationships and
once lauded transgenders for their service to the
society.

On September 6, 2018, India finally took a step
toward full decolonization of its penal code by
striking down Section 377 and ushering in
a new era for liberalism in a country which
has recently seen a wave of right-wing Hindu
nationalism. A five-judge bench, which included
the chief justice of India, Dipak Misra, called the
act “archaic” and upheld personal freedom in a
493-page judgment.

Addressing concerns related to gender identity
and conformity, the bench showed sensitivity
to gender issues, gender fluidity and the
right to choice and autonomy exercised by an
individual. It upheld consensual intercourse
between individuals and struck down
arguments claiming that carnal sex between
two people of the same gender was against
nature. A particular observation of the bench
that “majoritarian views and popular morality
cannot dictate constitutional rights. We have
to vanquish prejudice, embrace inclusion and
ensure equal rights” is particularly noteworthy.

According to advocate Arundhati Katju, who
represented the petitioners in the case against
Section 377, the verdict now pronounces people of
the LGBTQ community as citizens with equal rights
under the eye of the law. But while India’s high
court seems ready to overlook popular morality,
is the majority willing to embrace inclusivity? As
quoted by the www.fairobserver.com.

LGBTQ is the more commonly used term in the
community; possibly because it is more user
friendly! You may also hear the terms “Queer
Community” or “Rainbow Community” used
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to describe LGBTQ2+ people. This initialism and
the various terms are always evolving so don’t
try to memorize the list. The most important
thing is to be respectful and use the terms that
people prefer.

Lesbian

A lesbian is a female homosexual: a female who
experiences romantic love or sexual attraction to
other females.

Gay

Gayisatermthatprimarily referstoahomosexual
person or the trait of being homosexual. Gay is
often used to describe homosexual males but
lesbians may also be referred to as gay.

Bisexual

Bisexuality is romantic attraction, sexual
attraction or sexual behavior toward both males
and females, or romantic or sexual attraction to
people of any sex or gender identity; this latter
aspect is sometimes termed pansexuality.

Transgender

Transgender is an umbrella term for people
whose gender identity differs from what is
typically associated with the sex they were
assigned at birth. It is sometimes abbreviated to
trans.

Transsexual

Experience a gender identity inconsistent or
not culturally associated with the sex they were
assigned at birth.
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Two-Spirit

Two-Spirit is a modern umbrella term used by
some indigenous North Americans to describe
gender-variantindividuals in their communities,
specifically ~ people  within  indigenous
communities who are seen as having both male
and female spirits within them.

Queer

Queer is an umbrella term for sexual and gender
minorities that are not heterosexual or cisgender.
Queer was originally used pejoratively against
those with same-sex desires but, beginning
in the late-1980s, queer scholars and activists
began to reclaim the word.

It is indeed a proud moment for all Indians to
rejoice this historic decision and welcome the
LGBTQ community as a normal community and
as one among them, but will the society actually
accept them and acknowledge them socially?
Will the society more often see films and daily
soaps based on them or inter sex marriage within
their own circle? This is to be seen and if it really
happens without any unnecessary shaming and
backlash, that day would be marked as the real
success of India in taking itself one step forward.
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The Idiosyncrasy of the paradox

called Happiness in Arundhati Roy’s
The Ministry of Utmost Happiness

Medhasree Talapatra

Faculty of English, Techno India &
Ex-Guest Faculty, Department of English
Khudiram Bose Centrle College

ABSTRACT
hat is happiness? What country called India. This curious
constitutes it? And within novel takes the peculiar form of
the praxis of which storytelling which bridges the gap

heteronormative paradigm does between fiction and nonfiction
happiness manifest itself into the making it curiously placeable
narrative of the plethora of these which argues whose story is it. It
individuals whose essence of also attempts to locate the source of
existence has been drawn by them? happiness within the overburdened
The spatiality and temporality of and overwhelming list of problems
the narrative both never collapse that Roy presents us with. Roy
because neither coalesces. However knows even if Godot comes he will
the linearity maintained is linearity be a disappointment- yet for the
occurred. This paper aims to present sake of new life on this paradigm
through the labyrinthine of the of discourse, she is willing to
narrative called Ministry of Utmost believe. In her endeavour to become
Happiness, the historicity contained something and nothing, she becomes
in the narratorial directory of the everything.

Keywords: Happiness, Historicity, Socio-political

documentation, Democracy, Transgender narrative,

Narrative structure.
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Arundhati Roy is a prolific writer and no
human being should doubt that. She debuted
her booker prize winning novel The God of Small
Things in 1997, which elevated her stature from a
screenwriter to a malleable writer with celebrity
status. Look at her oeuvre and you might just
comprehend how versatile and multifarious
the woman is- having written much more
nonfiction than fiction, her political and social
agenda never quite outshines her real doctrine
as a fiction writer as is extremely obvious
by her latest novel, an esoteric formulation
worked over seamlessly and affectionately
(you understand how she mothers each of her
characters as you flip through each page) for
at least a decade which has finally flourished
as The Ministry of Utmost Happiness. There is
something inherently so wondrous about the
way Roy writes, something Byronic in the way
she has attained fame post 1997- her dream of
being a fish out of water and Byron’s waking up
to find himself famous- the cataclysmic cloak of
defining defiance that has always castigated her
and almost bestowed an idealistic of childish
and not childlike idealism ensconced in her aura
by her choicest critics. Clearly the positioning of
Roy’s first fiction The God of Small Things within
the structured postcolonial paradigm has itself
in it a medley of ascent and descent: the distinct
world of Kerala at once becoming at one at least
in geographical fidelity with Vietnam (Roy’s
passionate assimilation of Vietnam has always
been vocalised, especially in Things That Can
and Cannot Be Said, where in a conversation
with John Cusack, she openly admitted her
admiration being ridiculed instead of being
lauded because as she said, “So who am I to be
taking things to heart all these years later?” (36).
Yet Vietnam never leaves her, nor does Kerala as
she writes: “But back then in Kerala, we didn’t
need the Pentagon Papers to make us furious
about the Vietham War. I remember as a very
young child speaking at my first school debate,
dressed as a Viet Cong woman, in my mother’s
printed sarong. I spoke with tutored indignation
about the “Running Dogs of Imperialism.” I
played with children called Lenin and Stalin.”
(Things That Can and Cannot Be Said, 36))
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The sights and sounds of Kerala and its
communist regime never quite leave her even
though we leave the paddy fields and exchange
it for the overcrowded by lanes of Old Delhi.
The Ministry of Utmost Happiness is as eclectic
as it is eccentric. A recent conversation with
an academician pertaining to the point of view
to pursued while endeavouring to critique
it, resulted in an interesting reply: “the novel
does not seem to forego any contemporary
matter which is why it is such a hotchpotch of
all things”. It is true and can only perhaps be
denied by an imbecile that The Ministry of Utmost
Happiness is a novel difficult to critique- it is too
vast, its scope out manoeuvring its essence and
the largeness of its characters. It is a difficult
novel, difficult to critique but then again it is
difficult times we live in and no matter the
repressed, clenched teeth grinding to say “all
hail Capitalism” does not eradicate the pseudo
desperation, this survival of the fittest has led
humans to develop .

When the novel commences we are introduced
to Anjum, transformed into Anjum from
Aftab- a baby born with dominant male parts
but “nestling underneath his boy- parts,
a small, unformed, but undoubtedly girl-
part.” (The Ministry of Utmost Happiness, 7).
Jahanara Begum and her husband, when they
finally decide to sew up his girl parts is when
Aftab decides to relocate to Khwabgah, only
a couple of feet’s distance to his own home
choosing the life of a hijra or a transperson.
The narrative is etched with a lot of love, Roy
never shies away from bestowing affection on
the very flamboyant, ostentatious presentation
of Anjum, her struggles and the fulfilment of
her only desire to become a mother- first to
Zainab, the bandicoot and finally to Miss Udaya
Jebeen. Reading about Anjum you never quite
feel the premonition of what is to come until in
one swift pace, Roy dislocates the hijra, placing
her amidst the very gory 2002 Gujarat riots-
never mentioned overtly but an open reference
covertly- where in spite of ample humiliation
she is left alive. Why? Because of the simple
ambivalence of her genitals: “butchers luck”
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as Roy verbalises for Anjum. Her slipping into
depression and ending up in a graveyard from
where she is once again resurrected, is tenderly
etched out narrative, which verges on Bhabha'’s
theory of the third space and raises fairly simple
yet difficult to answer questions, one of which
being: where do hijras belong?- perhaps to
gharanas and Khwabgah. But then where do
depressed hijras belong whose lives remain
because of butcher’s luck? They must carve out a
singular place for themselves to make sure they
do not lose themselves within the commotion of
the categorisation of places and spaces. Like her
body, made to undergo several displacements,
so is her physical location made to undergo
several excruciating physical displacements:
and amidst a plethora of death she finds life- her
life begins where other’s ends: in a graveyard
later to metamorphose into Jannat Guest house.
Yet hers is not a life lived backwards as was
done by Baby Kochamma.

Anyone who has read Roy, knows her affiliation
to language- she loves language, like Kamala
Das she has made it entirely her own, which
perhaps compelled her to write “Not old./ Not
young./ But a viable die-able age.” (The God of
Small Things, 3). Here also guest house built
around graves is called Jannat- a fitting name-
Jannat meaning heaven; but the prevalent irony
being the inhabitants of the graveyard itself:
how many of them did actually descent upon
the heavenly fortunes of heaven posthumously?

Roy, in her first novel had used the third person
omniscient narrator- she digressed and presents
us with a mish-mash in her second fictional
work: where we find Anjum’s voice being
designated and vocalised through a third person
narrator (are they still not the marginalised?
And are their voice still not muffled out by the
blithering of the horns in the traffic? Even in
Roy’s endeavour it seems extremely crucial to
know and understand how Anjum and other
voices like her always needs a voice greater than
them to convey their turbulence- their jeopardy
for existence. After all is her existence not like
her own voice? One in perpetual conflict with
the other? ). The third person narrator continues
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her ravages in acquainting the reader as and
how she sees fit until we come to chapter 4 titled
‘Dr. Azad Bharatiya’” which is written in the
first person mainly to impart certain cohesion
to the tension so far built up as the chapter is
both pitiful and pitifully comic- the life of a
man spent protesting in Jantar Mantar. What
is again interesting about Roy’s structure is the
way in which she uses Dr. Azad Bharatiya- the
free Indian to converge the bridge between Old
Delhi to the cold beautiful valleys of Kashmir
where the tandem narrative slowly manifests
itself. The narrative concerning S.Tilottoma,
every little part of her has been written in the
third person omniscient narrative, which is
curiously interspersed with the first person
narrative of Biplab Dasgupta. By the end of the
novel, curiously both the voices of Tilottoma
and Anjum become overlapping and crafted to
swiftly dance around each other- their purpose
of dance being the same and small- a little girl
whom they decide to call Udaya Jebeen- a
linguistic turn over to actually mean a new
dawn symbolising new life. A novel scattered
with death, death which ends in life- as every
life ends in death, what Eliot so eloquently
noted as “in my end is my beginning”.

Why the convoluted narrative techniques? Each
overriding the other? This certainly has not
gone down well with the critics. Parul Sehegal
in The Atlantic has called The Ministry of
Utmost Happiness “a fascinating mess”. She has
proceeded to critique it with all her might- for
her the delicate beauty of Roy’s linguistic affinity
which is simply derisive- no new technique finds
implementation- nothing apart from the usual
“punny, argot of The God of Small Things”. But
let us for a moment ponder upon and look at
Roy’s own definitive reason for manoeuvring
language as she does. She has been from her 2011
interview in The Atlantic itself clearing up her
special affliction and affection for the linguistic
jargon and innocuous implementation: “I'll have
to find a language to tell the story I want to tell.
By language I don’t mean English, Hindi, Urdu,
Malyalam of course. I mean something else. A
way of binding together worlds that have been
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ripped apart.” And this is precisely what she
does and with a lot of gumption: her endeavour
to bring about in her portrayal of a country
ripped apart in its lengthened and strengthened
attempt to assert and reassert itself. Unlike her
previous novel where there was an inadvertent
juxtaposition of ethnocentrism against the jargon
filled Indian metropolitan structured critique
of the composed constituents and othering of
India, Ministry of Utmost Happiness rips apart
a language to make the language its own- briefly
metamorphosing and camouflaging according to
the voice it materialises- even in the voice of the
omniscient narrator, the fervour, enthusiasm and
love never falters, never hesitates but transcends
and eclipses all other voices that might respond
to resuscitating a voice endeavoured to drown
the other. All of her characters in The Ministry
of Utmost Happiness are subalterns, if we are
to go by Spivak’s understanding where she had
clarified all subalterns are oppressed but all
oppressed are not subalterns. Yet her characters
are not subalterns. What does this paradox
indicate? Let us remember that according to the
definition put forward by Spivak the subaltern is
incapable of speaking. So who is Dopdi Mejhen?
Is she a subaltern? There is no other category to
classify her: a used and abused tribal woman.
Yet she speaks. She speaks in her own language.
All of Roy’s characters speak too. Each in their
own language- carefully crafted, carefully
furbished and refurbished. Perceive the letter
penned by Udaya’s birthmother Revathy (a
Maoist insurgent)-

“Mother felt very much ashamed. On the way
back in the middle of the river she taked off
her jewellery and jumped from the boat. I was
in her stomach five months then ... I was born
in my maternal grandfather’s house. During
pregnancy time Mother’s stomach was huge.
She was expecting twins. White colour, like her
and her husband. But I came out. I was black
and weighty. Seeing my colour my mother
was unconscious for two days” (The Ministry of
Utmost Happiness, 419).

Roy simply does not voice for her characters- she
becomes her characters, this not only imparts
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the status of a polyphonic work to The Ministry
of Utmost Happiness but it also emphasises
and empathises with the dramatisation of
the ambivalent relationships between what is
considered to be the theoretical incarnation
of post colonialism against the radical
expropriation of poststructuralist thoughts
which has reverted the ethnocentric biases of
western tradition. Roy herself said, “Language
is the skin on my thought”. And Roy in all of her
writings has managed to create a perfect balance
between abrogation and appropriation- a way
in which Roy has managed to seamlessly pry
the language from the clutches of the coloniser-
perhaps, perhaps whoever claims tobe the owner
of the language and melted it and moulded it
rendering it completely her own. According to
Bill Ashcroft in The Empire Writes Back: Theory
and Practice in Postcolonial literatures (1989),
abrogation denotes: “a refusal of the categories
of the imperial culture, its aesthetic, its illusory
standard of normative or ‘correct'usage”. Roy’s
demolition and disruption and dismembering
of standardized normative use of language in its
entire normalcy, once it is completely subverted
on its head results to much more- so much more.
The manifold aberrations are evoked in the form
of a complete not-so juvenile reversion of the
conventional grammatical rules and syntax and
injections and ample of them into the narrative
of neologisms and puns, anagrams, palindromes
and acrostics.

Cramped into the moderately sized Jannat
guest house is an array of people each fighting
an individual individuated war. A war for
themselves. A war against themselves. For the
transgender community, the hijras, the riots are
contained within, as Nimmo Gorakhpuri makes
it very clear in the beginning: “But for us the
price rise and school admissions and beating
husbands and cheating wives are all inside us.
The war is inside us. Indo-Pak is inside us. It
will never settle down. It can't.” (The Ministry Of
Utmost Happiness, 23). Yet much is said about the
war outside and by Roy herself. In Things That
Can and Cannot Be Said, in the essay entitled, “We
Brought You the Promise of the Future’, Roy
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seems to ask probably the most relevant question:
“What I wanted to ask Ellsberg and Snowden
was, can these be kind wars? Considerate Wars?
Wars that respect human rights?” (37).

Ironically the narrative seems to recapitulate
wars which have been fought and fought with
the facade of being kind and considerate wars-
wars of liberation- azadi. Yet, funnily enough
what she so poignantly has managed to fabricate
is the very fabrication of war- delicately woven
and the reeling confusion drilling behind the
propaganda of what propels armies fighting the
wars. Let us not forget the strongest critic against
The Ministry of Utmost Happiness: it is framed
as a patchwork of narratives. And it is- the
narrative is sprawling, surpassing decades and
the violence of the Janus like usurpers, but who
are they? True she fails to let go of any agenda
that seems to have befallen India, and yes the
narrative is arresting enough to draw attention-
whether or not it succeeds to guilefully hold
that attention is an entire discourse in itself. But
coming back, yes, the narrative manages to grasp
and claw on to the entire gamut of social evils
that has castigated our nation. Baudrillard, of
course was and is still severely criticised for his
remark about the absence of gulf war- thereby
negating the historicity of the population
distorted and deformed as a consequence. Of
course the motivation and the reckoning was
disproportional to the comments made, and Roy
seems to seamlessly blend several narratives
rather war narratives into one- they converge
and in the confluence each bear their distinct
hue, they never manage to completely coalesce.
The most impactful description is perhaps given
on that of the Kashmir conundrum- it has been
too long and too violent for India to hold on to
its blood drenched memories- “jis Kashmir ko
khoon se seencha hai, woh Kashmir humara
hai.” Roy repeats this phrase quite a bit- and
why not? She directly takes the narrative into
the heart of all actions demarcating deliberately
the distinction between India and Kashmir and
how far would two nations stoop for a patch of
land. At times it strikes critics as odd for she has
suggested more than once the atrocities of Indian
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army surpassing the brutalities imposed by the
neighbouring land- and this might prompt to
see only one nation out of the two to be seen in
bad light which leads a certain section to use the
prevalent trendy term “anti-nationalist” in her
context but in her defence she does belong to the
eastern side of the border, but that is beyond the
parameters of this paper. If you have read her
nonfiction you would be aware of her attachment
tonot only the Narmadabacaho andolan butalso
the infamous Gujarat riots of 2002. In the essay
‘Do Turkeys Enjoy Thanksgiving?” published in
An Ordinary Person’s Guide to Empire, she writes:

“...India was chosen as the target for a righteous
war. The fact that 80,000 people have been killed
in Kashmir since 1989, most of them Muslims,
most of them by Indian Security Forces (making
the average death toll about 6000 a year); the fact
that in February and March of 2002 more than
2000 Muslims were murdered on the streets
of Gujarat, that women were gang raped and
children were burned alive and 150,000 people
were driven from their homes while the police
and administration watched, and sometimes
actively participated; the fact thatno onehasbeen
punished for these crimes and the governments
that oversaw them was re-elected... all of this
would make perfect headlines in international
newspapers in the run up to war.” (147)

If a student was asked to write the précis of this
book, the above quotation would be much more
than enough in all plausibility. Perhaps this is
why the book is so unequivocally set in Old
Delhi- it requires that panoramic view both of
progression and stagnation- the stench and the
perfume- the kebabs and the tannery- to justify
her ideas pertaining to this nation as a nation,
but more importantly as a democracy (demon-
crazy perhaps?) So what does she say about
democracy? She gives a haphazard answer in
all of the nonfictions written- yet what remains
interesting is the vulnerability with which she
manages to grapple on the blurred lines between
democracy and dictatorship: “Those of us who
have only ever known life in a democracy,
however flawed, would find it hard to imagine
what living in a dictatorship and enduring the
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absolute loss of freedom really means” (17).

The superfluity of disparate characters each
burgeoning before the exit of the previous does
overcrowd the narrative- but its atmosphere
never quite taking the stance of the city it is set
in. Jannat Guest House for the place it has been
provided is oddly reminiscent of the Lok Sabha
and the riotous commotion yet which never
leaves the serenity of its known barricades.
The governmentality of known governments
all make sure that no matter how much the
wheel might seem to change, nothing is ever
new- one after one the promises run dry and
the propaganda runs high appeasing the public
like nursery children, making sure the promise
of fluffy cotton candy never quite finish- the
wheels of the bus go round and round, round
and round, round and round. Welcome to India-
yours, mine and Roy’s where questions galore
and answers lurk in the shadows, too idealistic
and too truthful for anyone to even think of
pursuing it. The pursuit of knowledge and
power is never ending, the more you receive
the more Faustian your urge- where does it all
lead to? As Roy eloquently asserts: “There are
few things sadder than a consumed spent crisis”
(69). The media moves forward the propaganda,
which is nothing short of a stupendous spectacle,
once again the blinding of the hindsight would
largely be dependent on which eye you choose
to shut, which way your head turns- “Both
resistance movements and political election
campaigns are in search of a spectacle — though
of course the kind of spectacle they choose
differs vastly” (70).

The Ministry of Utmost Happiness talks about
partitions- the partition between the rich and
poor, the Hindu and the Muslim, the transgender
and the heteronormative gender hierarchy,
the partition between India and Kashmir and
mainland and CPI (Maoists), the partition
between a graveyard and a south Delhi activist.
In the book The Shape of the Beast, in conversation
with David Barsamian, Roy says about partition:

“Partition has left a huge and bloody legacy
between India and Pakistan. I think both
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countries are doing their best to keep it alive.
The reason for this range from actual communal
hatred and religious suspicion, to governments
and bureaucrats making money off arms
deals. They use this manufactured conflict and
hypernationalism to gain political mileage in
their own countries” (65).

So what is The Ministry of Utmost Happiness
all about? It is about everything and nothing
and because it is so all encompassing you lose
yourself amidst the verticality and horizontality
of survival within the same nation.- Roy seems
to be polemical in her detestation and coercion
of all evils which has befallen this ridiculously
sad nation.- notions of which are tethered in
every page- you seem to be able to gnaw and
thaw and almost smell, simultaneously the
intoxicating aroma of Mughlai cuisine from
within the gamut of riots and insurgencies and
what essentially metamorphoses into a survival
narrative survival of an odd bunch of people
from all odds- odds that protrude itself from
gathering fuels in vacant lots. In spite of the
extremely Foucauldian ‘cemetery heterotopia’,
you cannot but fall in a stupendous stupor of
extortionist respect for these odd medley of
characters which Roy compels you to cheer
on for. For years perhaps Roy has searched
frantically for an answer to revert back to the
empire, and while she might or might not be in
the possession of some- she seems to have come
into the acceptance of a seemingly humane
solution to all the problems she has recounted-
and she does recount a lot! It comes in the form
of a baby- tiny and huddled and unaware of
the traumatic circumstances that are actually
responsible for her birth. She is the daughter of
a Maoist insurgent and one of the police officers
who raped her. She is to grow up knowing about
three mothers- comrade Revathy, Tilottoma and
Anjum. Her knowledge regarding her father
would be not answered, because there is no
answer to it- yet there is enough hope. Hope for
a daughter to grow up in a patriarchal society
without the shackles of obtaining knowledge
about the man responsible for the conceiving
of her existence. To many critics the arrival of
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Udaya Jebeen might seem to be infantile and
baseless and too altruistic to actually have a
solid foundation, yet talking about human
nature to keep endeavouring to exist- hoping
against all hope is a significant way to retain
whatever the iota of society that might leaves
traces behind. The Ministry of Utmost Happiness
might be rowdy, gaudy, lacking any coherence
or extravagant storytelling that is to be accepted
from Roy, thus some even traversing as far as to
call it a companion piece to just her nonfiction.
Yet there is no denying there is an astute soft
veil of humanity that acts as a barrier- a shield
from the external ravaging of the society. This
is perhaps makes it a great humanitarian piece
of work- if not a good piece of writing history.
She succeeds in what she commences to search
success on-

“how to tell a shattered story?

By slowly becoming everybody.
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No.
By slowly becoming everything”.
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ABSTRACT

his paper try to present the and how individual mobile user

uses of mobile application in facilitate using mobile application

development communication. and the popularity of the mobile
In modern information and application. Not only for the public
communication age mobile service role mobile application has a
application is one of the most business development role in present
concerned and rapidly developing day. Mobile application works as
areas. With the fastest growing of a catalyst for development society
internet usage mobile applications for the purposive and pragmatic
are getting updated and more user method. This paper also presents
friendly. This paper demonstrates the =~ some effect of mobile application on
various types of mobile application society from the ethical perspective.
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Introduction

Development communication refers to the
use of communication to facilitate social
development. Development communication has
been labeled the “Fifth Theory of the Press”, with
“social transformation and development”, and
“the fulfillment of basic needs” as its primary
purposes. Development communication has
a transforming role, as it seeks social change
in the direction of higher quality of values
of society. In playing its roles, development
communication seeks to create an atmosphere
for change, as well as providing innovations
through which society may change.

Philosophy and goal of
Communication

Development

Three main ideas which define the philosophy
of development communication and make it
different from general communication are:

1.  Development communication
is purposive communication, it is value-
laden; and it is pragmatic.

2. Development communication is goal-
oriented. The ultimate goal of development
communication is a higher quality of life
for the people of a society by social and
political change.

3. The goal of development communication
not consider only in economic terms, but
also in terms of social, political, cultural,
and moral values that make a persons life
whole, and that enable a person to attain
his or her full potential.

Development communication has to deal
with two types of audience:

i)  bureaucracy, media practitioners and

professionals, and

ii) the people i.e. the audience who can be
informed or uninformed; educated or
semi-literate or literate.
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Role of Mobile Application in Development
Communication

As the medium of development communication
mobile applications are playing important
role. In the modern age of Information and
communication system, people are habituated
to use computer and computer application.
But Mobile Application uses and development
is a new and rapidly growing sector. There is
a global positive impact of mobile application.
Using mobile application in developed country
are becoming facilitate and the society of
developing country are upgrading themselves
and making a new type of IT infrastructure.
Mobile applications are running on a small
hand hold mobile device which is moveable,
easy to use and accessible from anywhere and
any place. Now a day, so many people are using
mobile application to contact friends, browse
internet, file content management, document
creating and handling, entertainment, news,
health care etc. From everywhere user can get
facility of mobile application. Not only the
mobile application has an impact for user but
also it plays an important role in business. Many
business companies are earning revenue by
using mobile application.

If we try to find the purposive nature of mobile
application we could incorporate our daily
usage of apps to get news to keep us updated.
Sometime push notifications are also alerted by
apps itself ; to book cab ; to order food , to buy
products etc.

The goal of Mobile application is mainly
business. They can generate revenue depending
on their number of visitors and advertisement
floating on the screen.

Today, the availability of mobile apps is on the
increase such that it is produce a noticeable
change in the way humans feel and experience
computing. Few years ago, in other to access the
internet, check and read mails, one had to use the
computer but today this has changed because
computing is now carried everywhere in mobile
phones. Imagine buying a train ticket on the go,
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this is something our ancestors never imagined
or did. Imagine not going to the bank but still
transfer money to family and friends. All thanks
to app developers and top app development
companies. No matter which, they have come
to the rescue enabling easy life.

On a general note, the presence of mobile apps
on phones can be likened to be the decorations
on a cake because they make mobile phones
enjoyable and fun. Mobile apps are unlimited in
number with usage that cuts across all walks of
life and with people wanting more and more of
these apps for easy lifestyle and living. Presently,
the use of mobile apps can be seen in areas
such as communication, education, cooking,
social media, shopping, business (money
making), matrimony, and banking. On daily
basis individuals seek for updated versions of
these apps. Hence, app developers and app
developing companies are always working to
keep up to date with the demands. Due to this,
there has been a recent increase in the growth
of new app developers and app development
companies.

In terms of communication, Indian app
developers have developed apps such as
Skype, Telegram, Wechat, Facetime, WhatsApp,
and Facebook Messenger for easy and better
communication with our families and loved
ones. Prior to the emergence of these mobile
apps, we depended totally on computers and
laptops for Skype calls and exuberant charges
for calls involving long-distances.

Today mobile phone has become an integral
part of so many individuals due to these apps,
such that it could be said that it helps towards
some sort of maintaining organized life. The
availability of apps for contacts, relevant projects
and events, personal information and future
events in mobile phones attest to this. These set
of information are fully stored on our phones
and can help us plan life, thus facilitating proper
time management. Courtesy of numerous apps
like alarms, reminders, to-do-lists and all types
of notification apps that could be programmed
to our individual needs and requirements thus
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making life more comfortable, easier and more
productive.

Various leading app development companies
and developers have designed educational
apps that have profoundly impacted lives across
the globe. These apps are dear to all educationists
and students. EBooks, E-library, education videos,
education games etc. are all available today and
provide easy access to quality educational materials
that ordinarily would be possible to access in a
library.

In the banking sectors as well as financial
transaction, efforts have been made to ease
monetary transaction. In the banking sector,
use of mobile banking is on the rise. Customers
necessarily need to walk into the bank to make
bill payments, transfers or withdrawals. All
could be done through the mobile app for
online banking solution. In terms of financial
transaction, there are mobile apps where one
can easy make payments for goods and services
without heading to the bank. All these were not
possible in the 80s but with the advent of mobile
apps on our mobile phones, these have become
possible.

Today, the emergence and availability of such
apps such as video apps, games apps, and music
apps to phone users have proven that mobile
apps are notjust relevant for communication and
business but also for human relaxation. There are
many video app which are convenient for users
and they access such when necessary. Game
apps are on the increase in mobile phones because
of their uniqueness as they have revolutionized from
the childish games to more sophisticated ones. For
music lovers, there is also music apps were users
can listen to live music or play downloaded
music. There are also reading apps that enable
users to read their favorite, academic and other
types of books on their mobile phone because
it is deemed easier than going everywhere with
heavy books.

MOBILE APPLICATION OVERVIEW

Mobile applications are consist of software/
set of program that runs on a mobile device
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and perform certain tasks for the user. Mobile
applicationisanew and fast developing Segment
of the global Information and Communication
Technology. Mobile application is easy, user
friendly, inexpensive, downloadable. The mobile
application has wide uses for its vast functioning
area like calling, messaging, browsing, chatting,
social network communication, audio, video,
game etc In large number of mobile application
some are preinstalled in phone and others
user can download from internet and install it
in mobile phone. This large number of mobile
application market served by increasing no of
mobile application developer, publishers and
providers. According to application area, there
are different categories of mobile application.

1. Communications:
twitter, vibes

facebook, whatsapp,

2. Games: Puzzle/ Strategy, Cards /Casino,

Action/ Adventure

3. Multimedia: Graphics /Image viewer,
Presentations viewers, Video Players,
Audio players

4. Productivity: =~ Calendars, Calculators,
Diary, Notepad /Memo/Word Processors,
Spreadsheets

5. Travel: City guide, Currency converter,
Translators, GPS/Maps, Itineraries /
Schedules , Weather

6. Utilities: Profile manager, Idle screen/
Screen saver, Address book, Task manager,
Call manager, File manager

7. News & Information :- TOI, ABP
8.  Lifestyle : health checkup, ola, uber

At first the mobile application comes as a
simplest way with our early cell phones, alarm
clocks, currency calculators etc. At that time
people just used mobile application for receiving
call messaging, doing simple calculations etc.
But the mobile application developers all time
kept focus on “Why Simple?” But they knew
that, in the future the mobile application will
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explore with its vast feature and everybody will
use it. With the rapid growing of internet usage
the mobile application also getting updated.
Most applications are based on Internet and
serve fantastic feature. Mobile application are
being design to help us in our daily life and
allow us to connect with internet, interact with
world, getting information from distance place,
social communication using facebook or twitter,
identifying location etc.

Let’s think about communication like internet
browsing, Voice chat, Facebook, Twitter etc.
Now a day every standard mobile has Facebook
application. User can share with their friends
and family from anywhere and any place like
in car, in train. People can use messenger for
chatting. We can generate call to any corner of
the world with low cost using VolP application
and internet. Then we can talk about GPS
System. Current position locating in map,
Road navigation, vehicle tracking etc are the
most uses application using GPS system. The
Google Map helps us to find out any place.
Using mobile commerce we can view product,
select product and order for product. Sometime
mobile application Mobile Wallet uses in
restaurant or market for completing payment.
People can doing business work using mobile
application. Mobile banking and eTicketing
is another feature of mobile application. Some
time we can use mobile application with support
of internet connection for controlling the home
device from remote place. Business people are
doing business from out of office. People can
watch video and movie from YouTube directly
using mobile application. They can play video
and audio. Kids can play game in mobile which
is also one kind of mobile application.

As the concept of development communication
is often equated with modernization, social
change progress, growth etc, so the wide usage
of mobile application and its effect lead us to
the tech savvy society where each individual is
depend on various kind of mobile application.
Introduction of Online payment portal lead
people towards a cash free society. E-shopping
sites are also getting huge popularity.

Khudiram Bose Central College = 120



PRAGYA - A Peer Reviewed Academic Journal
Business and Mobile Application:

Inlast few year, the uses of mobile broadband rise
dramatically all over the world. A large number
of smart phone being sold, so mobile application
development is one of fastest growing business.
The Smartphone or feature phone or portable
devices are easy to change setting and make it
customize. There are programs for Blackberry,
Androide, iPhone etc. Some Specialize
development companies make user friendly
software or template which, user can customize
themselves for doing their own work like share
with friend. Also those software uses for video
game or any entertainment. The developer
company charge for the software. More users
will use their software, the user will promote the
software more and the company will earn more.
Different mobile operating system has provided
by different mobile company. And for those
mobile, most of the mobile company has own
mobile application market. For example Ovi
market, iPhone application market, BlackBerry
application market, Android market, Mi store
etc. From those online market, mobile users
can download many useful mobile application.
Some application are free or provided by
company with handset and some user has to
pay for downloading . In every year a large
number of mobile application downloaded by
mobile user. People can directly interact with
the manufacturer. They can write comment or
can rate the application directly. Manufacturer
are also giving instant feedback. That instant
process made the application user friendly
and make people participatory by nature. The
process of communication getting so strong
people can easily talk over any issue in social
media and can share their view openly. It creates
public opinion., So this is a big business sector.
In this business sector mobile manufacturer
company as well as network operators or
mobile application developer companies are
earning huge amount of money. User are also
downloading various game, music and other
entertainment applications, dictionary etc.

Business Promotion or Advertising using
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Mobile application

The concept, Business promotion or advertising
in mobile application is not so old. Now a
day this is another positive impact of mobile
application for business. Mobile application
publisher, distributor and service provider are
getting large revenue by providing ads as a
part of mobile application. The advantage of
advertising in mobile application depends on
the popularity of application and uses frequency
of that application.

Apps are now an integral part of our daily micro-
moments, with people spending an average
of 30 hours per month in them, according to
Nielsen. Apps play a key role in those I-want-to-
know, I-want-to-go, I-want-to-do, I-want-to-buy
moments. Mobileappmarketingisanadvertising
medium that can complement a brand’s offline
experience (in-store special offers, for example),
drive e-commerce, or simply help connect a
brand with its loyal customers. Together with
mobile websites, mobile apps have become
important to both consumers and marketers.

This statistic presents a forecast for the number of
mobile app downloads worldwide in 2016, 2017
and 2021. In 2016, consumers downloaded 149.3
billion mobile apps to their connected devices.
In 2021, this figure is projected to grow to 352.9
billion app downloads. The most-downloaded
non-gaming app publishers in the Google Play
Store in February 2017 were Facebook, WhatsApp
and Google. Facebook ranked first with over 140
million monthly app downloads worldwide.

NUMBER OF DOWNLOAD APPS (In BILLION)

=
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This statistic presents the most popular
smartphone activities in India as of January
2017. During a survey, it was found that 49
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percent of the respondents accessed social
media via mobile. The popularity of using social
networking site is very popular than other
application.

Popular Activities on Smart Phone

o check Email

u social network

u search engine

M product information

u listen music

Survey Annalysis:

I have made a questionnaire survey among
10 people with different age group (Attached
herewith). Where I find that people irrespective
of all age group are mostly like to prefer social
networking site among all applications. People
are spending overall 4-8 hours with smart phone.
The voice calling is totally secondary purpose.
Most of the participants are like to spend time
with game ,e commerce, entertainment related
applications.

Classifications of Smartphone Users:

Smartphone users have evolved their behavior
from using their phones just for voice calls
and texting, to being more interested in social
networking and voice calling and instant
messaging apps (VoIP and IM apps). Due to
this, some online personalities have emerged.

Online Personalities

1. 9% Traditionalists use older and more
established means of communication such
as voice calls or SMS. They do not use any
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of the communication apps looked at in
this report. They are present across age
groups, but are overrepresented among
retirees and the over-50s.

2. 44%Casuals are light users of social
networking or IM and VoIP apps - or
both. They are present across age groups,
but are overrepresented among over-45s.
On average, 10 minutes per day are spent
on social networking, whereas less than
30 minutes per month are spent on chat

apps.

3. 24%Social networkers are heavy users of
social networking apps, but don’t use VoIP
and IM apps as much. They are present
across age groups, but are overrepresented
among females. On average, 1.5 hours per
day are spent on social networking.

4.  12%Conversationalists are heavy users of
IM and VoIP apps, but are less frequent
users of social networking apps. They are
overrepresented in the 13-24 age bracket
as well as among students, males and the
unmarried. On average, 30 minutes per day
are spent communicating via chat apps.

5. 11%Pioneer app communicators are
highly active both on social networks
and communication apps. They are
overrepresented in the 21-30 age bracket
and especially among students and the
unmarried. On average, 2 hours per day are
spent on social networking, and 40 minutes
per day are spent communicating via chat

apps.

Mobile Application’s Effect in Society from
the Ethical Perspective

Not only individuals or business, the mobile
application also has a great effect in society.
The whole society can be facilitate using mobile
application. Some issues of social effect describe
below.

Quick communication: Some mobile application
like Facebook, Twitter, Messenger, Skype,
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Google Talk are helps the society people for
communication to each other. They can stay in
touch where the geographical distance is not a
factor. So the social relation improves and make
strong. And this is good for family, friend and
society. Save time and increase productivity: In
society or in developed country people can do
their daily work like check email, contact with
business partner from any time in bus, train, car
or walk. So, no need to wait in room or office. In
this way save the time and people can get more
time to work. The manpower’s productivity of
society or country is increasing gradually.

Improve IT infrastructure in developing country:
In developing country the uses of mobile
application improve the knowledge of people.
Because, they are accessing Internet from
everywhere. As a result the IT infrastructure
improves in any developing country.

Increase Job vacancy: The mobile application
development and mobile application business
make more job vacancy in society. So many
people can get job in this field. This is also good
for society/country. Less computer use less
power consumption: When most of the people
will use mobile application for their daily
simple work and getting facility from mobile
application, the computer uses will be less as
well as the power consumption will be less.

Considerable Cost Saving: Mobile VoIP application
can help people to making international call
from his mobile. As a result the monthly
expenditure reduced. Entertainment: Using
mobile application people in society can
entertained themselves.

There are so many other social effect issues
which all are ethically good for the society. On
the other hand there are some bad effects of
mobile application which are not ethically good
for the society. Those issues as follows:

1.  When the so many Internet based mobile
application is available to the teenager, they
are wasting time by using Facebook, skype,
YouTube etc. The young generations are in
risk when they are using internet game or
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other bad application.

2. Beside the uses of mobile application most
of the people use mobile in every place like
bus, train, office, college, university. Some
body feels disturb for them.

3. Frequently use of mobile is bad for health.
Mobile Application Uses Limitation

One of the big challenges of mobile application is
its platform capability and limitation. Beside the
interesting usability of mobile application they
have some more interesting platform problems
and limitation. We are trying to discuss the
limitation in bellow.

1. Small Screen Size: In mobile platform it is
difficult or impossible to view text and
graphics like a desktop computer screen.

2. Lack of windows: In desktop we can see
many windows at a time. But in mobile
platform it is difficult.

3. Navigation: Most mobile devices do not
have mouse like pointer, so it has limited
flexibility in navigation.

4. Types of pages accessible: The mobile platform
do not support all type of file format.

5. Speed: The speed of processing and speed
of connectivity of mobile platform is slow.

6. Size of messages or email: Many device
support limited number of characters in
message or email.

7. Cost: The cost of cellphone, mobile
application and the internet bandwidth
charge is high.

Conclusion

After all the limitation of mobile environment
and mobile application, the uses and popularity
of mobile application are increasing day by
day. Most of the people are trying to use mobile
device and mobile application instead of desktop
for easy task.. Presently, there are mobile apps
for every walks of life and with no doubt they
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have made and are making life tremendously
easy for man on a daily basis. The challenge
is to know the purpose of each app and use
them properly so as to get the optimum
satisfaction =~ and necessary  experience
they have been designed to give its users.

Therefore, it is without reasonable doubt that
the industry of mobile app development is
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on the flourishing side especially with daily
emergence of superior add developers and
development companies that are willing and
ready to provide the required satisfaction and
needs of mobile apps users. In this paper I have
tried to explain the uses of mobile application.
And I think this paper will help to other for
further study in the mobile application area.
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Women in Daily Soap

from Saas Bahu to Women Empowerment

Mousumi Dutta

SACT, Department of Journalism & Mass
Communication, Khudiram Bose Central College

oday we live in multi-

media world. Different

mass media change their
programmes content according to
time. Television has emerged as an
important instrument of transmission
of knowledge of information.
Working as a complimentary agent
to other sources, television has
enhance the process of change by
providing timely information about
education, hygine health ,women
empowerment, fashion and different
issues related to women. The purpose
to television is to inform, educate and

ABSTRACT |

entertain its audiences. Television
because of its predominance of
visual movement has the capacity
of bringing the world into the living
room with great authenticity and
efficiency. As a result, television

has more profound and persuasive
impact on its audiences, particulary
Women. Women are treated ‘Special
Audience Groups’, so that different
television programmes (specially
Soap Operas/ T.V serials) are made
on sanskar, sacrifice, compromise
and empowerment which create a
huge impact on women.

Keywords: Soap Opera, Indian Television, women,
society, empowerment, audience.
|
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Introduction

“The essence of soapsis the reflection on personal
problems, and the emphasis is on talk not action,
on slow development rather the immediate
response, on delayed retribution rather than
immediate effect.” - Geraghty(1996b)

In the first place, and in the global way of things,
one needs to make some distinction between the
soap opera, with so called endless narrative, and
the telenoella, emanating from Latin Americans
countries. It is a dramatic serial broadcast
mainly intended to entertain. The term was
originally used in United States because the
sponsors of these broadcast were generally
soap companies whose advertisements were
primarily targeted at an audience of house-
wives. A pro-development soap opera’s besides
entertaining, also subtly conveys an educational
theme to promote same aspect of development.
Pro-development soap operasd are one bright
spot in generally unfulfilled potential of
contemporary Third World Television. They
represent a unique combination of education
and entertainment- style programming that
some call “enter-education”or “edutainment”.
In Indian context, television soap operas were
started its journey with family or mythological
based stories, but after the content of Indian
Television soaps has seen a evolution of sorts.
Characters are perfectly potrayed in Indian soap
operas to promote women empowerment, social
status, feminism etc.

Characteristic of Soap Opera

Before we discusse the impact and content of
soap opera , we must know the characteristic
of soap opera. Drawing on number of sources,
including Brown (1994) and Allen (1995), one
may summarize the characteristics of soaps as
follows:

e  Stories dominated by female characters,
some of them strong woman types such as
‘the matriarch’ or “the bitch’;

° Male characters who are “sensitive men’or
who are weak, and/or who are lacking in
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social skills and articulacy;

Alarge cast of characters, polarized round
a few core families;

Stories located in places which allow
for social interaction and which
include ocuupations which positively
require conversation ,e.g. homes, pubs,
launderettes, cafes;

A construction of screen time which more
closely matches real time than other genres,
partly by referring to real life cultural
occasions such as Christmas, Durga puja,
Diwali etc. Soaps are all about the present;

Multiple storylines rapidly cross-cut
through parallel editing- often abruptly and
on the assumption that the viewer knows
enough to keep up with what is going on.
This is also described as segmentation;

In Britain, stories which implicitly
recognize a class system, and which are
often located within working-class culture
(or rather a mythologized view of what
working-class culture is);

A serial form in which the narrative resists
closure: indeed encourages continuity
and viewer anticipation from episode to
episode and week to week;

The capacity for reversing events. This
is far more common in US soaps than in
British examples. It refers most obviously
to instances where dead characters have
been brought back to life through some
(improbable) plot device;

An emphasis on relationships, problems
and dialogue, rather than action- especially
these within family or of a romantic nature;

A lack of reference to real life and specific
events which might draw characters into
ideological positions.

A long and complex history (after a few
years) which demands much commitment
to the soaps on the part of the audience?
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Fan if they are to keep up with all the
nuances and implications of the ongoing
story.

Soap Operas in India and its Impact

Indian Television has emerged as a powerful
means of communication with phenomenal
growth in its credibility. The Indian television
has gained wide spread popularity in regard to
education and entertainment both. Television
began its journey in India in 1959 and with
the launch of the SITE in India, the separation
of radio and television in 1976 and the switch
of television to colour transmission in 1982.
Television generated prolific popularity among
the masses. After the liberalisation of broadcast
industry and the launch of private channels in
the 1990s. Indian television scenario changed
abruptly. Successful soap operas like Humlog
(1994), represented a crucial turning point in rise
of Television in India. It was the story of family
of lower-middle income group that lived in a
slum colony of Delhi. Its tials and tribulations
became popular across the country. Pointing it
towards commercialization and consumerism.
Humlog was India’s first soap opera which dealt
with pro-socio issues like family planning. Later,
other serials like Buniyad, Khandan, Shanti,
mythological series- Ramayana, Mahabharata,
religious serials such as Jai Hanuman, Sri
Krishna, Om Namah Shivay, biological series-
The Sword of Tipu Sultan, fantasy serials like
Shaktiman, Chandrakanta attracted a large
audience.

Women Portrayed in T.V Serials in late 90’s

In the early age of T.V serial’s main theme were
on family drama, comedy or fantasy. But in the
90’s there were few serials which were focused
on women, their rigid sanskar and some times
their struggles of life.

In the later 90’s Ekta Kapoor landed a mile stone
in the genre of soap operas by producing popular
‘K’serials like Kyunki Saas Bhi Kabhi Bahu
Thi, Kahani Ghar Ghar Ki, Kasauti Zindegi
ki, Kutumb, Kahi Kisi Roj, Kahi To Hoga etc.
Womens were portrayed in all those serials in
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positive or negative role. Besides this, all these
serials highlighted junk jewellery, jardousi saree
and typical sanskari bahu look.

Mostly television serials showcase exaggerated
drama, saas-bahu and quirkly twist. All the
serials showed the following issues:

*  Amarried woman must forget her parent.

* A parent of daughter have only one big
ambition to get their daughter married.

* A woman is the ‘Izzat’ of her family.

° Awoman must strive to be a good daughter,
sister, wife, mother.

e We're the girl’s family, it is our job to bow
down before you(the groom’s family).

*  Alow caste/ class girl like that can never be
associated with our Brahmin family.

e  Beauty is the main criteria of a woman to
establish in her life

Women Empowerment in Soap:

In early age, t,v operas made on family drama
but from late 90’s it changed their story or script.
Women empowerment specially highlighted in
these. In 1993 “Tara’, telecast in Zee TV, focused
on the lives, struggles and aspirations of three
urban women. In 1996 ‘Aarohan’ a story of a
woman who serves in Indian Navy. Astitva, a
story of gynaecologist, married a person who is
10 years younger than her. Other operas were
Shanti(1994), Hasratein(1997), Hum Paanch,
Aurat. Swabhiman promotes self-dignity and
liberty of women at that time. Jassi Jasisi Koi
Nehin showed how Jassi becomes successful at
Gulmohar but must face difficulties and trouble
created by several people unhappy with her
success.

In late 21* century, some T.V serials highlight
different stories and angel on women in
different perspective. Television industry
has various serials that show the dignity and
strength of woman which contributes towards
creating awareness about the empowerment of
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women by influencing the society. There may
be different opinions but recently some good
content about women empowerment have
been brought in to spot light by the means of
daily soap in our Indian television. They aim
at creating awareness among the masses about
some of the crucial issues regarding women
and its impact on society. These are different
characteristic of recent soap opera’s highlights
here:-

¢  Ardent desire of a woman.

¢ Adult Education.

¢  Male domination.

¢  Every woman has the right to be mother
¢  Self dependency of women.

¢  Widow marriage

e Against child marriage etc.

Different private channels telecast different
types of soap operas which influenced women
empowerment in society. Diya aur Baati Hum,
story of a house wife who tolerate all the torture
of in-law’s to becoming a IPS officer. Some
critics say that Balika Badhu influenced the
child marriage. But struggle of women, their
education, sacrifice and over all bad effect of
child marriage has also shown in this opera.
Airlines, a new show seems promising with
a lady pilot air hostesses facing challenge on
each flight and overcoming them with their
courage. IN Ishgbaz, A lot of women connect to
Anika. Now, women don't relate to crying TV
bahus. Everybody knows to fight for herself,
nobody is weak. Anika is an example of women
empowerment. ‘Ishq Subhan Allah’, telecast in
Zee TV is based on women empowerment and
Triple Talag.

Recent Soap Operas on Women

Empowerment in Bengali T.V Channel:

Star Jalsa

1. Bijoyini: The story of Bijoyini is related
to a movie which was named on the same
name Bijoyini. The show will narrate a
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story of two dancers. One is local stage
performer and other is renowned classical
dancer and both will be seen to make her
mark in the society.

2.  Kusum Dola: Inspite of romantic love story,
Kusum Dola also promotes the women
empowerment. Emon, the heroine of this
serial completed her MBBS studies from
the Chatterjee house amidst all the family
feuds, as she struggles to win over Rono’s
family members in parallel, and became a
doctor to established herself.

3. Pratidaan: This story was based on an
one village girl and rich families. Shelin is
village girl and also she was a teacher on
her village school. After a short period,
Shelin gat a new job on city’s a well named
college and she assigned as a English
teacher here.

Colors Bangla

1.  Pratham Pratishruti: Set in the era of British
rule, Pratham Pratishruti is the journey
of Satyabati, a strong-willed, liberal and
educated woman who isn't afraid to fight
societal norms to provide the best for
her daughter. A victim of child marriage,
Satyabati vows to ensure that history
doesn't repeat with her daughter. Join
Satyabati’s journey of empowerment as
she takes on every challenge to fight for her
daughter’s rights.

2. Satyameva Jayati: The concept of the show is
different from other TV shows telecasted on
the channel. The story will revolve around
the lives of mother-in-law (Satyapriya) and
her daughter-in-law (Jayati). The twist is
that at the work place, Satyapriya who is
a constable reports to Jayati who is a sub-
inspector. In this serial both the women of
a house(moter in law and daughter in law)
are working in a police force.

Zee Bangla

1. Jayee: The story is create a poor girl, who
like to play football and that girl name is
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Joyee. She is a very durable and vibrant girl
on her village, No one girl like her. She was
completely different and have fun playing
football. And in the video promo, she has
stop eve-teasing fear of football kick.

2.  Bokul Kotha: Bokul Katha” is the story
of Bokul, who has been raised as a son.
She grows up to be a tomboy, well versed
in handling roles that are reserved for
the boys. Bokul has short hair and feels
comfortable wearing pants and shirts,
unlike girls her age who obsess with their
beauty. Bokul doesn’t want to waste her
time on make —up and clothes. She is more
interested to become her father’s support
system.

3. Bhanumotir Khel: Bhanumoti, the
daughter of an insignificant magician
learns the tricks of the trade at a very
young age. Bhanu, a simple schoolgirl in
her teens practises magic. Her mother is
totally against it, but she cannot help her
instincts in putting her talent to use by
turning hatred into love and sadness into
happiness for persons in trouble.
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Conclusion

These are several opinions about television
soap operas and each opinion depends upon
the individual perspective. Some people feel
these soap operas are waste of times and serve
as a means of degrading our society while some
others think of them as source of entertainment.
Hindi serials as well serials of different regional
languages, try to change their storyline or script
to promote women empowerment in our society
and this is a good sign in future.
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Subjugation and Visibility :
A Study of Maya Angelou’s | Know Why the Caged Bird
Sings and Gather Together in My Name.

Dr. Madhumita Basu

Assistant Professor, Department of English,
Victoria Institution (College), Kolkata

tereotypes about African

Americans are deeply

embedded in the American
culture. Throughout history African-
Americans have consistently been
dehumanized. The systematic
racism in America is a product of
slavery. The Blacks are suppressed
by atrocious practices. In order to
consolidate the primacy and power
of white masculinity Black men were
subjected to lynchings, and Jim Crow
Laws. African-American women are
victims of double discrimination, of
both race and sex. Racism and sexism
coexist in a traumatic alliance within

Keywords: feminism, intersectionality, racism, sexism,

gender violence.

ABSTRACT |

the life of the Black woman. This
paper is a study of Maya Angelou’s
autobiographical texts, “I Know why
the Caged Bird Sings” and “Gather
Together in My Name”. Angelou in
these works explore the intersectional
nature of Black women’s identities.
Her texts unearth the multiple
oppressions on Black women and
portray how Black women resist
gendered identities defined by social
structures. The analytical framework
of this paper is based on the concept
of intersectionality introduced by
Kimberlé Crenshaw.
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GerdaLerner in her pioneering work, Black
Women in White America, discusses the awful
predicament of the Black woman:

....ever since slavery, they have been exploited
by white men through rape or enforced sexual
services. These sexual mores, Which are
characteristic of the relationship of colonisers
to the women of the conquered group, function
not only symbolically but actually to fasten the
badge of inferiority on to the enslaved group.
The black woman was degraded by sexual
attack and, and more profoundly, by being
deprived of a strong black man on whom she
could rely for protection.(p.25)

Gloria Wade-Gayles draws a powerful picture
of the social constructs that stigmatize Black
women:

“Black women are obese, bandannaed women
who are neither dainty nor feminine and
certainly not pretty...Black women are devalued
sex objects castrating women who exacerbate
the powerlessness of black men.”(p.65)
Black feminists dismantle these derogatory
assumptions and try to recover and reclaim
the lives of Black women. bell hooks, one of the
most articulate spokesperson of Black feminist
thought, has pointed out that Black feminists are
concerned about economic survival and ethnic
and racial discrimination as well as sexism.
She challenges the mainstream white women’s
movement for failing to speak on these issues.
Kimberlé Crenshaw identifies the interlocking
systems of oppressions in the lives of Black
women. In her article, "Demarginalizing the
Intersection of Race and Sex: A Black Feminist
Critique of Antidiscrimination Doctrine,
Feminist Theory and Antiracist Policies" she
argues:

Consider an analogy to traffic in an
intersection, coming and going in all four
directions. Discrimination, like traffic through
an intersection, may flow in one direction, and
it may flow in another. If an accident happens
in an intersection, it can be caused by cars
travelling from any numbers of directions
and, sometimes, from all of them. Similarly, if
a Black woman is harmed because she is in an
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intersection, her injury could result from sex
discrimination or race discrimination. (p.149)

She introduces the concept of “intersectionality”
that explores the interconnectedness of race and
gender in the lives of Black women “thereby
rendering inapplicable... any single access
theory about racism and sexism”.(p.6) The
concept of intersectionality has deep roots in
Black feminist thought, and can be traced back
to the works significant writers like Anna Julia
Cooper, Sojourner Truth, Maya Angelou, Toni
Morrison, Alice Walker and others.

Maya Angelou is an acclaimed American poet,
storyteller, activist, and autobiographer. Her
notable works include I Know why the Caged
Bird Sings (1970), Gather Together in My
Name (1974), Merry like Christmas (1976), The
Heart of a Woman (1981), All God’s Children
Need Traveling Shoes (1986), A Song Flung
up to Heaven (2000), and Mom & Me & Mom
(2012). Angelou’s works reflect her struggle
against oppressive sexual and racial authorities.
As a Black woman, Angelou demonstrates
the formation of her own cultural identity
throughout her narratives. Angelou used her
autobiographical writings as a medium to
bring awareness of the injustices Black women
confronted as a result of the intersection of race,
gender, and class, She gives voice to the silenced
and reconstructs the image of the Black woman
through individual resilience and ability to
overcome.

Maya Angelou’s autobiographical text, I Know
Why the Caged Bird Sings depicts the life of
African Americans in the segregated South and
presents the social, political debates of the time.
In this work Angelou narrates the turbulent
events of her childhood. Angelou unmasks the
multiple oppressions she faced as a young Black
girl and through her autobiographical narrative
she presents the collective experiences of Black
women. In an interview with Tate, Angelou
describes her works as a representation of the
collective experiences of Black people:
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When I wrote I Know Why the Caged Bird
Sings, I wasn't thinking so much about my
own life or identity. I was thinking about
a particular time in which I lived and the
influences of that time on a number of people.
I kept thinking, what about that time? What
were the people around young Maya doing?
I used the central figure — myself — as a focus
to show how one person can make it through
these times. ("Maya Angelou" 151)

Angelou’s narrative interrogates the inherent
hierarchies prevalent in the American society.
The text reveals the destitution of the Black
community:

A light shade had been pulled down between
the Black community and all things white,
but one could see through it enough to
develop a fear- admiration-contempt for the
white “things” —white folks’ cars and white
glistening houses and their children and
their women. But above all, their wealth that
allowed them to waste was the most enviable
(p. 47-48).

The text portrays the exclusionary practices
imposed on the African American community.
Angelou describes the discrimination in the
education system.

Unlike the white high school, Lafayette
County Training School distinguished itself
by having neither lawn, nor hedges, nor tennis
courts, nor climbing ivy. Its two buildings
(main classrooms, the grade school and home
economics) were set on a dirt hill with no
fence to limit either its boundaries or those of
bordering farms. There was a large expanse to
the left of the school which was used alternately
as a baseball diamond or a basketball court. (p.
183)

Angelou realizes the hegemonic control and
oppressionsthatdeny selfhood toaBlack woman.
Her text unfolds the imposed boundaries that
are created by the sexist and racist society. She
observes in her autobiography:

Donleavy had exposed us. We were maids
and farmers, handymen and washerwomen,
and anything higher that we aspired to was
farcical and presumptuous.... The white
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kids were going to have a chance to become
Galileos and Madame Curies and Edisons and
Gauguins, and our boys (the girls weren't
even in onit) would try to be Jesse Owenses
and Joe Louises’ (p.151 -152).

Angelou portrays the daily racism in her small
town. She writes, “In Stamps the segregation
was so complete that most Black children didn’t
really, absolutely know what whites looked
like. Other than that they were different, to be
dreaded, and in that dread was included the
hostility of the powerless against the powerful,
the poor against the rich, the worker against
the worked for and the ragged against the
well-dressed.”(p.29) Angelou unearths the
humiliations Black women encountered at
the hands of white people. Her grandmother
owned a Store and had helped several people
during the Great Depression. Despite her noble
gestures white children had the audacity to
insult her. Angelou narrates how ‘powhitetrash’
girls hurled derogatory comments at her
grandmother by posing the physical appearance
of the old mother as an ape.

They came finally to stand on the ground
in front of Momma. At first they pretended
seriousness. Then one of them wrapped her
right arm in the crook of her left, pushed out
her mouth and started to hum. I realized that
she was aping my grandmother. Another
said, “Naw, Helen, you ain’t standing like
her. This here’s it.” Then she lifted her chest,
folded her arms and mocked that strange
carriage that was Annie Henderson. Another
laughed, “Naw, you can’t do it. Your mouth
ain’t pooched out enough. It’s like this” (p. 29).

Angelou presents the overarching segregationist
mindset of white people. The indignity which
the community suffered is further seen in the
attitude of the white dentist who denies her
treatment:

"Annie?” “Yes, sir, Dentist Lincoln.” He was
choosing words the way people hunt for
shells.Annie, you know I don’t treat nigra,
colored people.” “I know, Dentist Lincoln.
But this here is just my little grandbaby, and
she ain’t gone be no trouble to you ...” “Annie,
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everybody has a policy. In this world you have
to have a policy. Now, my policy is I don't treat
colored people... My policy ...” He let go of the
door and stepped nearer Momma. The three of
us were crowded on the small landing. “Annie,
my policy is I'd rather stick my hand in a dog’s
mouth than in a nigger’s.” He had never once
looked at me. He turned his back and went
through the door into the cool beyond (p. 183-

184).

Black women’s bodies have often been the site
of violence. They are victims of patriarchy,
gender proclivity and domestic abuse.
Angelou’s narrative explores the gender based
violence that Black girls often faced within their
community. Black men who are on the margins
of the social structure in turn marginalize their
own women. Sexism, with its accompanying
horrors mutilates the mind of the Black woman.
At the age of eight, Angelou was brutally raped
by her mother’s boyfriend, Mr. Freemam. She
narrates the traumatic experience:

We were just playing before. He released me
enough to snatch down my bloomers, and
then he dragged me closer to him. Turning the
radio up loud, too loud, he said, 'if you scream,
I'm gonna kill you. And if you tell, I'm gonna
kill Bailey.' I could tell he meant what he said.
I couldn't understand why he wanted to kill
my brother. Neither of us had done anything
to him. And then.

Then there was the pain. A breaking and
entering when even the senses are torn apart.
The act of rape on an eight-year-old body is a
matter of the needle giving...(p.85)

Angelou’s text abounds with instances of pain,
suffering and humiliation:“If growing up is
painful for the Southern Black girl, being aware
of her displacement is the rust on the razor that
threatens the throat. It is an unnecessary insult”
(Ibid., p. 6). However, Angelou’s narrative
reveals the diverse ways in which Black women
resist multiple oppressions and construct their
selfhood.

Maya Angelou’s autobiography, Gather Together
in My Name unravels the nature of interlocking
inequalities of race, class and gender in the life
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of Black women. In this book, Angelou narrates
the several challenges she faces as a teenage
Black single-mother. This book covers the years
immediately following WWIIL. She connects
her story with the overall historical context of
the time, including the incidents and policies of
racismin the U.S. Angelou describes her traumas
as a young mother in California, unemployed,
embarking on brief affairs and transient jobs in
shops and night-clubs, and how she eventually
turns to prostitution and the world of narcotics.
The text reflects Angelou’s trials and tribulations
as a young Black single mother. The book is set
in the years following World War II. Angelou,
still known as "Marguerite," or "Rita,"is seen
as a young woman who has just given birth
to her son, Guy. The book unravels how Black
women are stigmatized and chronicles a series
of occupations that Angelou was forced to take
up in order to sustain her son.

Angelou confesses that she often envisioned
herself in romantic relationships with an ideal
husband. However her narrative shows that the
social reality of Black women is quite different
from white women.She soon realizes the
hardships of a young Black woman in America.
She roams the streets of San Francisco looking
for a way to survive.

I would always wear pretty aprons and my son
would play in the Little League. My husband
would come home and smoke his pipe in the
den as I made cookies for the Scouts meeting,
or we would live quietly in a pretty little house
and I'd have another child, a girl, and the two
children would climb over his knees and I
would make three layer caramel cakes in my
electric kitchen until they went off to college.

(p- 67)

She experiences the challenges of poverty
and indignity.Sheunderstands that as a single
mother she must combat isolation to take care of
herself and her son. The text reveals how a Black
woman’s need to be economically self-reliant
affect her experience of motherhood. Angelou
exposes how Black women are obscured in the
American society. When the white secretary of
the San Francisco street-car company repeatedly
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frustrates her attempts for a job interview, Maya
is at first persuaded not to take it personally:

The incident was a recurring dream, concocted
years before by stupid whites and it eternally
came back to haunt us all. The secretary and
I were like Hamlet and Laertes in the final
scene, where, because of harm done by one
ancestor to another, we were bound to duel
to the death. Also because the play must end
somewhere, I went further than forgiving the
clerk, I accepted her as a fellow victim of the
same puppeteer (p. 260).

For survival, she even runs a whore house, with
two lesbians.A turning point in the book occurs
when Rita falls in love with a gambler named L.
D. Tolbrook, who seduces Rita and introduces
her to prostitution. She gradually get involved
into the world of narcotics. At the end of the
text she meditates:“The life of the underworld
was truly a rat race, and most of its inhabitants
survived like rodents in the sewers and gutters
of the world. I had walked the precipice and
seen it all, and at the critical moment one man's
generosity pushed me away from Edge.” (p.72)

Angelou’s life narratives argue that sexism, class
oppression and racism are inseparably bound
together. A Black woman has to constantlybattle
poverty, violence and racism. Crenshaw has
rightly commented: “Because women of colour
experience racism in ways not always parallel
to experiences of white women, dominant
conceptions of anti-racism and feminism are
limited, even on their own terms”(Mapping
the Margins, p.27). Historically Black women
were stereotyped as either sexually impure,
lascivious ‘Jezebel’or projected as obsequious,
subservient asexual ‘Mammy’. The insidious
mechanisms of racism, sexism and class
oppressions dehumanize Black women and
hinder theirpursuit for autonomy. Angelou’s
narratives record the pain of growing up in
an environment where a woman’s quest for
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selfhood is continuously suppressed through
various social practices. Angelou has been
one of the pioneer modern black feminist
writers, and her autobiographiesinterrogate the
complexities surrounding the position of Black
women. Her texts not only consider the double
discrimination of race and gender, but also its
intersection with class. Through her writings,
Angelou aims to deconstruct the prevailing
sexist and marginalized representation of Black
women by depicting personal experiences that
portray Black women's acts of resistance and
resilience.
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