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Introduction to the Webinar

The whole world is now in the grip of a biological monster that is creating
havoc in our lives. A monster that we cannot see but whose presence has
disrupted the equilibrium of our existence. There is also another danger that is
looming large — a danger that was there pre Covid 19 and will continue to exist
post Covid 19 — the danger of the shadow pandemic, i.e. domestic violence.

Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka, Executive Director of UN Women on April 6, 2020
said “With 90 countries in lockdown, four billion people are now sheltering at
home from the global contagion of COVID-19. It’s a protective measure, but it
brings another deadly danger. We see a shadow pandemic growing, of violence
against women.”

Confinement within the walls of the home has resulted in increasing tension
caused due to financial, psychological strain. The current global joblessness and
sense of insecurity have aggravated violence within the confines of the home.
Even before COVID-19 existed, domestic violence was already one of the
greatest human rights violations. As per UN report in the past 12 months, 243
million women and girls (aged 15-49) across the world have been subjected to
sexual or physical violence by an intimate partner.

In India, the state-run National Commission for Women reported a total of 257
complaints received through email alone related to various offenses against
women from March 24 (when the lockdown was announced) through April 1.
Out of these, 69 incidents are related to domestic violence. NCW chairperson
Rekha Sharma told the media that complaints are increasing every day and she
suspects that the number of such cases must be much higher, but many are not
getting reported due to the constant presence of the abuser at home.

The picture is quite gloomy. If not addressed this shadow pandemic will
severely bear on the mental, physical, emotional well being of women. We
cannot also ignore the economic loss that the world will face if this threat
against woman is not dealt with. The global cost of violence against women had
previously been estimated at approximately USD 1.5 trillion. We can only
expect this figure to rise as violence increases now, and will continue in the
aftermath of the pandemic.

While the UN Secretary-General has called for all governments to make the
prevention and redress of violence against women a key part of their national



https://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2020/04/issue-brief-covid-19-and-ending-violence-against-women-and-girls
https://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2020/04/issue-brief-covid-19-and-ending-violence-against-women-and-girls

response plans for COVID-19 as responsible global citizens it is also our duty to
make ourselves aware of how grave the situation is and what consequences we
will have to face if not checked.

Our webinar has speakers from India and Bangladesh who will talk on this issue
and at the end of this webinar we will have a better knowledge if there can be an
eradication of this problem. The whole world now works shoulder to shoulder
trying to find an antidote to the Corona virus, similarly we also need to work
together to find an antidote to end this violence against women. Not only as
women but as human beings we have to ensure that every individual gets to
exercise his/her birth right, i.e the right to live a life of dignity. If this happens
only then will we rise as women and accordingly the rules for gender
conformity will be rewritten.

Literature can never disassociate itself from the happenings of the times. In fact
literature is a mirror that reflects the economic, political, social and
environmental aspects of a particular place at a given time. As students of
literature we need to have an open mind to all the multi various issues that
Impact our lives. We cannot be evasive in nature and hide from this burning
issue that has been boring holes into the very heart of our society — violence.
The current pandemic situation has seen a rise in this global problem and the
department of English of the College wanted to raise its voice against this
aberration.
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